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Lovely indeed the mimic works of art:: 
Baut Nature's works far lovelier. I admire, | Lew... 
8 n r 
But imitative trokes can do no mare | £S.;. * - 8 
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The air ſalubrions of her N 4 Try | 
The chearful fragrance 
And mufc of ber woods — nal wane fad | 
| May rival theſe; theſe delpealh « hoſes > Bey p 


Peculiar, and excluſively 


rene „ 
| Printed for Joun rennen! in ——— 


* 4 
9 


— —— 1 — 


; * N | 
l : | . * F 
k Fa a N P . *. 4 * 


| 


. 
1 


tr A411 421 


p . wu * 1 * 0 * 
$712 io n dim os Baya! visy,7 


a er To l 8 2 
Abs PVC twee e 


Az $0 ede 243 ei, m 


* 4 — \ 
* - * 


| : , | 7 a 
Noob Fase a od 4 


# 


— 
* 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
. 
o 
- 
” 
— 
* 
* 
8 


* 
. 
Aal of 
N I 
2 
* *T &© 
* 
5411903 | 
' 
- 


69633 „„ "4 „ 
— — — * dr „ GP” * nne a 
— — — . - * be 


- - — 
* * * - 


JOW 7144 2) 14 n pr 


ae” IVA I a A'0 1.14; 


— 


—— — 


* O 1 15 3 I 
id FF. 8 8 * 
15 7 nom 10 bn 81 7 Sar. 5 
To £37 I YI & 2 
4d 91 nad 8 15 of adolf a0 or. 


bl THE, wen AONQURBAGE: 1, 27 
THE COUNTERS nern Ox. 


ib ach 24 are 5 co K Bait þ 
A 


* 5 i 055 * * kargen 211 


12 £203 to. rally 3nvzq 


FT. gives me the grea te pleaſure 
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that you have ſo kindly y-allowe 
r0i16lubs.otgai — b 5001 3 


d me to lay this poor tri bute at your 

| DIY 4190 io 21 Hei Igor 7 

feet ; becauſe it is the on thing 1 
1 Ii din 185! 14 +1191} oc 


have to preſent you, with, or y can 


} Ot um 


| | me. 

T1 ud : e e lie, 1 
x not embraced e 
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11109 you *. fichte 
Bar babe remained 2 ; time 
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my elteem. 
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There is nothing more wortifying 
to an affectionate heart, than to be 
| reſtraitied, thtoogh fear of the world, 


or of giving aflgnce to the delicacy of 
a friend, from expreſſing 1 the dickates 


of its regard. Yet, according to the 
preſent Item of things, every n | 


gore oil gfe 2! 
of atteftion n tos ſuperior in rank is 


res 


ſable t to be conſtrued into gelen, ef 
that real alſection i is often obliged | to 
be "Rent: 1 fear there will not be 


much i in thake leren: | to render them 
BE In HTS IS 14441" 
worthy your © maten, ; but I af 
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fure your Ladyſhip, if they . 
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the witc of the Margravie of Anſpsch, 
the information of Lady Miller, the 


ü 2 


11 


219 8 4 


21 
- 


— 


 peDicdTion "6, 
degant vivgdity af Lady Mary Wort: 3 
ley Montagny of all their exceſlencies 
combined, they ſhould be preſented 
at the ſhrine of friendſhip. I Hau 
only to hope gos will not be diſgraced 
by this offering. Whatever may be 
my own tate, I ſhall” ſupport-it with 
the patience of one Who does not 
flatter herſelf that the Public can be 
much! gratified with he petit of a 
Work, which e ritten only for Ef 
the amuſement of a few Freends; — 
* never viſited | hoſe charming 
cenes, the has attempted to dcloribe. 
7 this Book could gt —.— 
out at a leſs favourable time than the 


vi DE'D/I'C 4b . 

preſeiit; when the Tate of princes and 
of kingdoms is bourhwat; ſtake), At 
fuch an awful period 1 canuiot expect 
it -ſh6uld attract attention for a 


moment. To you then, and to thoſe 
at whoſe requeſt I made this oompila- 


tion; I omnfign it: . n honour 


to fobleribe an wel 23091184 I 3. 
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MIGHT. with great truth urge the 

deſire, of friends for.,the., publication. of 
this Werk; but it ig ſo hackneyed an excuſe, 
that I will not offer it in general terms, with 
our ſtating the h, 48 t really, i, Weg 
went into Wales, many-of my relations and 
acquaintance made me promiſe to write my 
thoughts, as they aroſe upon the ſcenes and 
occurrences that paſſed before me. I confeſs, 
this was a very pleaſing taſk; and I found it 
even more ſo than I at firſt epected. For, 
not travelling, more. than, thirty miles a day 
at the utmoſt, and frequently not more than 
She ee nd me; alc Mt 


tainous country, i 0084 pew. creation 0 e. 
Objects, chat were common; to, other people + 
accuſtomed. to ſuch Trepes, truck. my imagis, 
nation with great foros, and made an indelible: 
un pretion on my memory. 80 that, whats. 
a] a 9a 4 ever 
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v. PREFACE. 
ö 
place book upon the ſpat, oe weadily to my 

 .,, thoughts, as ſoon as I fat dom t * 

my compoſition. a 
Were it of any conſequence to be . 

I thonkd ay, that many of theſe Letters bj 

verbarim 18 they were witten, and many 
more wih very Ute iteration; this the. 
perſons to whom they were Wltefſed can 
teftify. * At my retutu, they wilbecl me ot 
Collect, and publiſh" thein';* becauſe, 
could: not Write to every friend at | 
the RE t. they all kills A a 
have my Tour complete; which could not be 
done but by committing it to the preſs, They 
alſo propoſed, chat I ſhoult publifn by ſub- 

ſcription, that their names © right give 4 
fanction to my appearing in print. As chis, 

gentle Readler, is areal ſtate of che caſe, I hope 
I may be excuſed, if my Work ſhould not be 

ſo accurate, as it müglit have been, kal 1 ft 

out with an intention of appeating before che 

Pubhe, or if many things Worth heteng are 
omitted]; for, Taffure you, Wales is à Chονꝛ ß 

ine chauſtible in is eee of amuſement | 


and wonders,” POHLY WEE ad ncnbaag 
> A | In 
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of merit, if 'acoompanied with ' modeſty) in 
5 


fear any Yepreffion from this circumſtance} = 


As a fetale, I have'certainly[no occaſion to. 
excuſe my temerity; ſo many of my 4 
have hewn- they are capable of the moſt | 


ſabjects. I thereſore am not afraid; of being 
aocuſad of going out of my ſphere in publiſh< 


un W 


ing this trifling Work. To thoſe e s 


ber family duty, I my nothing: They mut 
bekiere, that the ſex is formed maredy to droſe 


and be admired, or Hur, donieſtic dudgery- ; 
Thoſe-notions have long ago been epd 


by people ne and liberal 6du« 


canon. tun om bnot 4 WH famine 


By Pe no doubti it will be licdged, 
there are fo many wavels written, the wurld 
is tired of chem? To this, I think, my 
reaſonably be anſwered, were nubody tu write 
on ſubjece chat haue been woitten pen 
beſcre, or deſcribe things that habe am 
ben wotid 2 

so Rin ſome 


neglecting either her purſon or ſome part f 


* 
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* PRE whe 4 


ſome of dhe moſt -entortainidg/1works nbw 
extant. As every one has a manner: of; his 
on, were a hundred people to write on 
the: ſame topics, or paint the ſame ſcenes} 
they would have ſoinething ſeemingly new to 
fay. This, I hope, wilhbe n ſufficient apo- 
ogy: for my having attempted; things, upon 
which much more able pens. than mine have 
been employed. The infinite variety, that 
Nature every where preſents in TI 
of itſelf prevent ſatiety )) 290 6 $i 
Though I cannot, like Mr. Giles 
the grunting of the ſavage boar appear muſical 
by my made of repreſenting it. or cauſe the 
molt gloomy foreſt to wear a ſmile; yet there 
is no reaſon Why I ſhould not depicture ſcenes 
that have ſo often elevated my ideas, and 
awakened in me a thouſand moral and reli- 
gious ſentiments. © A fondneſs for the beau 
ties of nature naturally leads the mind to 
the great original of beauty; as nature is 
1 hut another name for an effect, whoſe cauſe 
idle, not to ſay licentious productions, and 
when the preſs groans with a ſpecies of 
novels, replete with what a Reviewer very ſig 
SO! 4 nificantly 


OLE Le | of 
nificantly terms ſentimental profiigacyz® 
if in ſuch an age an obſerver of ture cum 
induce his reader tal loo from nature up to 
« nature's God,” his worli may not only prove 
mtllbg Dar Babel oo, gu 5d brot 
To people Who are not bond of natura 
ſoenes or wh6 are nbt ohſer vote of the great - 
difference betwit: one cougtry ud anothet?; 
my accounts of the views in Wales. ina ſcomt 
to be much exaggerated. On the other hand: 
a painter or a poet, Who {ces de thing in 
ſtrong and vivid colours, may ink they: falt 
far ſhort of che truth, and are quite tame an 
inſipid. Let not perſons of either of theft 
deſcriptions impute to me amy other) deſign 
than that of repreſenting things) as they (apy? 
| peared; but aſſign the real cauſs io this dif2 
ference of opinion, namely, the diverſity of 
mind, e e is"implanted- fü de human 
| — e lere cke ine Ot! 

I hope 15 renderd'wllh not be: diſpleaſed, if 
they find a repetition of ſom of the ſcenes; 
which we [paſſed and repaſſed very often; but 
will affign theſe reaſons for it: Firſt becauſe. 


that; though ſeen ever ſo frequently, they ſtill 


; wy freſh objects for admiration;\and next; 
that, 


15 p RE V 4 K E. 
that, writing to many friends, I was: wil- 
ling to give each an idea of things that 
charmed me ſo much. If an account of vi- 
- fits, excurſions, and opinions, as they araſe, 
ſhould be thought too indighificant for publi- 
cation; the i following quotation from Mr. 
Swinton muſt be my apology : * It is not lopg 
* details, ' biographical, Pinariand or hilar 
* ſophical, chat are erpetted by every reader 
* to form ths priarifal Punt of books of a. 
 vels,—Whas the traveller himſelf obſerved, 
* inferred, ſuffered, or enjoytd but aboye 
« all, manners euſtoms, dreſs, modes of life, : 
© amuſements, and in a word whatever tends 
« to illuſtrate the actuil ſtate of ſociety, and 
« that bet nly amongſt the great, ht the 
* body of the people ; all this. in the opjvious 
7 
, «x — enter into thoſe narratives, whieh * | 
« ſuppoſed to hold a kind of middle rank be- 
„int: the ſolidity of ftudicd diſoourſe, an 
che freedom of colloquial coverſaton· 
Extraordinaty adventures and ungammau 
evemts are only to. be erpeged Roe ches 
who W 3 5 


PEEFARE E 


this kind, where the path in ſo thoroughly 


beaten, nothing more can be expected than 0 


place things already: known in a ſomewhat 


newer or ſtronger point of view to recal to 
the readers imagination ſcenes that formerly 


delighted them; or recommend to thoſe, who 


are ſtrangers to a country, objects for admi - 
e een ao: eſcape their 
obſervation. anita 
I am thoroughly” Gasbte, d E hes de- 
viated widely in my account of the manner 
and diſpofitions of the Welſh from the gene- 
rality of thoſe aythors' who have gone before 
me, at leaſt all thoſe whoſe works I have ſcen. 


They pronounce. them, in the maſi, to be an a 


ignotamt and uncivihzed ſet of people : but 
this difference of opinion, I truſt; may be ac; 
counted for in ſeveral ways. It'is much eafier 
to ſay, that à place is not worth deſeribing,. 
than to deſeribe it 10 find/ fault, than to 
eommend. Writers of this claſs quickly cha- 
racterize a people by a ſenterict or two of on- 
tempt, or a ſarcaſtical obſervation or co - 
riſon. Nobody aſks for teaſons why you de- 
pteciste.  To/fay they are rade, vulgar, and 
. comprises every thing that is diſa- 
greeable, 


% 


Alx na | 


grecable; and we reſt quite ſatisfied \tbud peat 
2 manners, oxtol their huſpitality, and ad- 
mie their country, and the jealouſy! of the 
inhabitants of other countries is excited 3 they 
are then anxious to make you prove every aſ- 
ſartion ou have made, and are not content 
without a particular deſcription of things. 
PFravellers, who only run through a country, 
perfect ſtrangers to every body in it, take their 
notions of the people from inn Keepers; and, 
with a degree of arrogance and folly rdly.to 
be conceived in perſons who ſet up. far deli- 
neators of manners, poſitively ſet a place down 
for good of bad, for polite or uncivilized, juſt 
as the inns at which they ſtop happen to be 
comfortable or not, or che landlord obliging, 
or the contrary. To diſpover the genius, diſ- 
poſition, and natural bent of a people, requires 
a much longer acquaintance with them than a 
night's ſtay at an i inn; and a more diſcriminat- 
8 e e . the 
Wige — TELL 
Whether I ham deſcribed; Kore 
muſt leave to my readers to decide; but t 
4 hwy done it faithfully, according ta the b 
. of 


PK RF 6 
of my judgment, L can ſaſely aw e II have || 

taken my opinions from à ſumm̃erꝰs refidence 
amongſt i the moſt rſpectable inhabitants: f 
che principal towns: in South Wales, and an 
obſervation of the manners of the firſt peciple 
no perſon can be either qualified of: juſtified 
in deciding upon any ſet of people whatever | 
I it ſhould be aſked, uhy thiꝭ publication 
was ſo long delayed ? I reply. that L behe ved 
the firſt application of my friruds to be meteij 
complimentary; and thought theſen riese 
would ſoon be forgotten, which. the novelty 
of the ſcenes I pourtrayed made them look 
upon at firſt with a partial eye. The firſt 
winter and ſpring paſled over with this idea ; 
but a ſecond application made me think they 
were in carneſt. The ſummer was paſſed in 
other excurſions, and the winter. following in 
collecting the Letters, and arranging them. 
On having done this, I was much ſurpriſed 
to find, that what I imagined would be com- 
priſed in a very ſmall compals, \ was ſwelled 
into the ſize the Reader now ſees. It there- 


fore took up more time to correct and tran- 155 


Err n I am conſcious it now is, 
# Arc | than 


-— aw. 


- 


a 
xvi ETAGE 
than I had any conception, it would 1 44 
not make myſelf a ſlave to it, or imitate the 
profeſſed author fo much, as ever to deprive 
myſelf of any pleaſure. or entertainrnent that 
ſell in my way during my being employed 
about it. I flatter myſelf; that, as neither the 
face of the country I have deſcribed, nor. the 
manners of the people, can have undergone 
any material alteration, it will be as accepta- 
ble to my friends and the Public, at iſ it 
p ů 
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borſe arrives—ſet out again-y—fome parts of Hertfordſhire 
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PROMISE myſelf infinite pleaſure in the 
| e wal Wales, which, we are noa, 
about to take 1 | have for.many years looked 5 
forward to it with the moſt ardent expecta- 


tion; andb it will add muell to the ſatisfaction 
hope to enjoy in the cure of it; HI ſhould 
be able to make any obſervations that” nay 
ſcrve-to-/anayſe mny\friends.: |Many of thetti | 
as well'ag yourſelf; have made mie engage tu 
. Herre TCR remarks as I ava 
will at leaſt furniſh Weib d Nur Wr 4 
writing often” to thoſe i; love y and make me 
„ e 6 fey, a7 M moy 
0 "= B >. You 
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| You know we have two things in view in 
this journey: The firſt is, to viſit friends we 
have long wiſhed to ſee; and the, next, to 
enjby the proſpects of 2 much- admired and 
pictureſque country, without hurry or inter- 
ruption. After a hundred conſultations about 
the beſt nivde of travelling, to accompliſh 
thoſe ends, we fixed upon a one-horſe chaiſe, 
the management of which depends entirely 
upon ourſelves, _ We had it built upon the 
lighteſt conſtruction, in order to carry us, 
vhs indeed bars not much of mortality abou "2 
R 
| d ible over kills, © = 1 

" Ovet ball, wit bogey dels g: 


| - And. now. without farther introdufiion 

to my journals or membrandums, or with 

whatever other name you may chuſe tb de- 
grade or dignify them I ſhall begin by telling 
you We ſet off from our wii houſe yeſterday: 
2 We reached Cambridge to Yinner, and met a 
L ſelect party at Mr. N- room. In tha 

Y evening we got to Royſton where we ſlept. 

\ I (hall not, as many travellers. do, acquaint 
you with the treatment we met with at every 
hs 4 , inn 
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inn on the road : what were our dinners and 
ſuppers: whether the waiters wert attentive, 
or the beds good. This I lock upon to be 4 
very dull, not to ſay vulgar, way of filling up 
time and paper. People who do it ſeem to 
take excurſions merely to find out where they 
cam have the greateſt dainties, or can be fur- 
niſhed with the beſt accommodations. If that 
be their end in travelling, ſurely they would 
do better to ſtay at home; for every body 
ought to find the moſt comforts and the beſt 
attendance in cheir own families. But ſhould 
I omit to mention theſe important things, I 
hope you will make yourſelf eaſy about us, 
and not conclude that we neither ate, drank, 
nor ſlept, during out journey. 

We got to Baldock this e time 
enough to attend the Biſhop of Lincoln's viſi- 
tation, where was preached one of the beſt 
ſermons I ever heard, by Mr, Hodſon, vice- 
maſter of Trinity ©ollege ; in which he Very 
ably confuted ſome of Lord Bolingtiroke' bob. 
jections againſt CHriſtianit y. 

The day was ſo immoderately hot, and the 
church fo crouded, that | NE OS ae 

Do: in 
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in my life; and nothing, but the deſire | 
had to hear my Lord of Lincoln's charge, 
| could have made me ſtay a moment after the 
ſermon was ended. I aſſure you it was worth 
being melted to hear it. His ſubjects were, 
the Roman, Catholic bill, the» teſt act, and 
commutation for tythes. But 5 know . 
| bridge phraſe. i is, e Weds theſe points. | 

We. ſet off from Baldock in the evening, 
wtending to reach St. Alban's to-night. But 
before we had got two miles on our way, we 
were caught in one of the moſt violent ſhow- | 
ers of rain that I ever ſaw deſcend from the 
heavens ; 3 and were obliged: to ſtop at the firſt 
alehouſe we came to, We fortunately got, 
poſſeſſion. of the only. parlour there was ; for 
we had not been ſeated many minutes, before, 
there came from the confirmation a great 
number of young men and women, ſome in 
carts, ſome on horſeback, and ſome on foot, 
all completely wet. They cut moſt deplora- 
ble figures, with the rain running down * | 
as if jt had been pouring out of a ſpout, 

To ſome people. this would have, a nded 
| watter of diverſion: to me it was a real con- 
cern; 
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cern; and particularly to ſe deſtroyed, in a 
few ſeconds, the new hats, gowns, pettiooats, 
and ſhoes, for which they, or their induſtrious 
parents, had toiled many à weary hour; and | 
the whole pleaſure of the day damped. by this 
unlucky circumſtance. | ' 
How: any thing that is the cauſe of uneaſi- 
neſs to one human being, can occaſion lea; 
ſure to another, wyds always aſtoniſhing: tome; 
ever fince I came to be capable of-refleQting, 
or of making a compariſon berween one ſitu- 
ation in life and another, | 
I have often ſeen people, not deficient, i in 
either 200d ſenſe or good: nature, ſit at their 
windows in London, and amuſe themſelves 
for hours, by watching the citizens of both 
ſexes, as they went home dripping wet after 
taking their weekly walk in the Park, or 
making their Sunday's viſit, to a friend,” © 
But one circumſtance ſurprizes me even 
more than that, which is, that Mr. Cowper, - 
who ſays, he would not give pain to any thing 
breathing, and who proves. himſelf, in every 
line he writes, to be alive to all the minute 
delights of ſocial and domeſtic' life, could 10 
far forget what belongs to thoſe feelings, a3 
B 3 {| ta 
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to hold out poor John Gilpin (whether he be 
a real or imaginary character, it matters not) 
as an object of ridicule, And for what rea» 
ſon ? Becauſe he was ſo unfortunate, as to 
meet with many accidents, in the firſt day's 
relaxation from buſineſs, that he had taken in 
twenty years. What adds to the impropriety; 
I had almoſt faid the cruelty, of raifing a 
laugh at his expenſe, is, that even. thoſe diſ- 
aſters were occaſioned by his attention to bu- 
ſineſs, his economy in borrowing a horſe 
rather than be at the expence of hiring one, 
and His not being too proud to carry the bot- 
tles of wine himſelf. For theſe things, which 
in ſober proſe a tradeſman of John Gilpin's 
order ought to he commended for practiſing, 
he is made the laughing- ſtock of his neigh- 
bours, and the joke of a whole kingdom. 
And, to heighten the folly of his character, he 
is deſirous too that his wife and children 
ſhould partake of his pleaſure. 
You will, perhaps, think me affectedly ge- 
nerous, when I ſay that I am ready to weep, 
inſtead of laughing, at John's misfortunes. I 
have no other ſenſation, whilſt I am reading 
| this 
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this poem, but apprehenſion leſt the Horſe 
ſhould leap the turapike- gate, and the good 
man's {kyll be fractured in the praſancs of his 
tender of our feslings, a8 to tell us in the title- 
page, that he came ſefe home again. But 
this I entirely farget in the height of the 
deſcription z and wy heart is nat at reſt, till 
he is unhorſed at bis own door. Even then 
len re Gneerely ry that their role whe 
ſpoiled. 
c You will ole d dds e el 
aſſert, that this poem, innocant 66 it may 
ſeem, is capable of dding a good deal of 
harm, in an age when perſons in huſineſs are 
much more cenſurable for an aukward imita- 
tion of faſhionable life, than they are for too 
ſtrict an attention to their ſhops. It may 
make many an honeſt citizen aſhamed to re- 
turn back to ſerve a good cuſtomer, to borrow 
a horſe of a neighbour, or to take his wife 
and children out with him, from the mere 
dread of being compared to \John Gilpin ; 
who had no fault, that I can ſee, but that of 
not going out of his ſphere. | | 
'B 4 | However, 
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However, I ſhall conclude de ſubject, by 
doing juſtice to the humanity of the author, 
and of all thoſe, who, without reflecting upon 
the tendency of the ſtory, read and laugh. I 
dare ſay, that he and all of them, ſhould 
they ſee a man in the ſituation in which 
poor John is deſcribed to be, would 'them- 
felves run great hazards to prevent his get- 
ting any hurt. Why then do they laugh at the 
deſcription of a ſcene, at which were they to 
be witneſſes, every one of them would trem- 
ble? This I ſhall leave to the decifioh of 
thoſe, who can ſee farther into the human 
mind than I pretend to do. I muſt already 
have ſufficiently muzzed you with my fingu- 
lar critique upon poor, injured, honeſt John, 
I ſhall therefore bid you adieu. 
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To N 322 


SZtevenage, June Zoth, 1791. 
As 1 have a leiſure hour, I ſhall employ it 
in acquainting you, We. are got thus far ſafe - 
and well. But we have been retarded in 
our progreſs by two unpleaſant circumſtances, 
ſo that we could not apr Pann 
place to-day. 

The firſt of our backs was a Wy 
gious and. ſudden ſhower of rain, which obliged 
us to ſtop on the road. The next was, we 
diſcovered, what our man had ſuſpected be · 
fore, that our new horſe, of whoſe beauty we 
were very proud, was not equal to a journey 
into Wales. A very little obſervation is re- 
quired. to convince us, that good is produced 
out of evil. Thus the ſhower, which we 
conſidered as an untoward accident, gave us 
time to concert means to procure another 
horſe, Had we gone on with this into a 
rer where W we ſhould 

have 
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have been put to much W inconvenience 
than we are by this ſhort delay. 

Our friend Mr. R= who will accom- 
pany us to-his father's houſe, where we intend 
to make ſome ſtay, propoſed to ride back to 
-Baldock, and negociate for a horſe that our 
ſervant had recommended. We conſented to 
his going. He had not been long ſet out, ba- 
fore it thundered and lightened moſt dread- 
fully; and we wry 4 e greateſt 
.uneaſineſs for his ſafety. 

It was agreed, that we ſhould go kan to 
Sm. whither he would follow us. We 
waited many hours in great anxiety for his 
arrival. The ſtorm ſtill continuing with un- 
| abated violence, we hoped that he had gone 
to lic at our houſe a few miles from Baldock. 
Endeavouring to ſatisfy ourſelves with this 
* conjecture, we went to bed, and left word 
with the ſervant of the inn, that, ſhould a 

gentleman. arrive, though ever | ſo late, he 
' ſhould be defired to aſſure us of his being 
well. Notwithſtanding this injunction, we 
wund, when we aroſe in the morning, that 
he had flolen in ſoon after we were got to bed, 
and wculd by no means allow us to he diſ- 

00 turbed. 
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turbed. Thus, out of his abundant kindneſs, 
he made us fuffer more; than we ſhould have 
done, had we been waked in the dead of the 
night to be informed of his ſufety. In this 
manner friends often ingeniouſly teaze' each 

other, out of a falſe kind of tenderneſs. © 
The tempeſt was the moſt tremendous one 
Jever remember; and it has ſo diſbrdered 
me, that, had we not been under the neceſſity 
of waiting till our man brought us another 
horſe, I could not have proceeded.— He has 
now made his appearange, and we muſt again 
prepare to ſet out for gt. Alban's; but 1 wil 
not cloſe my letter till we «lng err erg 


big St Alban's July i, 

The part of Hertfordſhire, through-which 
we paſſed yeſterday, is a very rich and fertile 
country, and has many gentlemen's ſeats and 
parks in it; but we had nobody to inform 
us to whom they belonged; Though this 
was an unpleaſant circumſtance, yet we 
dy the comfort with which we travclled, 
or 


1 
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or Arbe going juſt! the pace that ſuited 
our preſent him and ſtopping when, and 
where we pleaſed.” This people can never 
do, when they are with a party, even if that 
party be af their own chuſing: for the com- 
mon rights of civility require ſome degree of 
compliance with the humours of others, as 
well in a party of ra as in a Journey 
through life. 954 70 bd 1 11 
It was rather late in the h when we 
artived here; there being, what I thought, a 
| moſt tremendous ſtecy hill to deſcend at the 
entrance of the town, and all the way through 
a great part of a very long ſtreet, to the inn, 
which retarded us very much. 2 
Though I was both tired and ill, yet I 
foand'it impoſſible to ſleep. - You will readily 
account for it, when I tell you, that there 
are ſtage coaches coming in and ſetting out 
from the inn every half hour of the tight. 
We are riſen pretty early this morning to 
take a vie w of the town and ubbey; but un 
account of theſe muſt be the ſubject of an- 
other letter. Should this prove dull and eri- 
1 — copay take the" men 
26120) 4 - yourſelf, 
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yourſelf; for haying deſired mo 0 write. +, If! 
nothing has happened Worth writing about, 
it is: not, my fault for I aſſure you-T (hall 

not invent adventures to ſurprize or amuſe 
you. Since you wil/heat; from me, you mult; 
take things as they occur. Id not even. 
with to meet with extraordinary eyents a but, 
be that as it may, I ſhall ſpeak / the truth, 
the whole MAT Baer the truth. 
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123 now „ ulel dar dag time at FOR 
friend Mr. Rs, I; can; fit on cn 

fortably, and arrange my ideas. Mr. R 
and his family underſtand what is truly polite; 
too well to think it neceſſary for us to be 
always with them. And though they: neglect 
nothing that can amuſe or entertain us, they 
. leave 
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leave us at Wee read, of, as I calf 
it, follow our own inventions in a morning. | 
This to us is a delightful privilege, particu- 
larly in a houſe where we have acceſs" to 2 
large collection of the beſt books. Here is 
alſo an inexhauſtible fund of pleaſure to me, 
in examining a number of fine prints, which 
nearly fill two rooms. Mr. R= brought 
moſt of them from Italy; and they are not 
only exceedingly well choſen, but allo very 
good impreſſions. 5 

Laſſure you Mr. Rb be elf 
deal of wit; and, though he never thought” 
proper to give the world a ſpecimen of his 
own talents, he does not ſpare thoſe of others. 
There are very few books upon which he ſets 
any value, and very many that he will not 
condeſcend to read. I know not whether 
there be Attic acid as well as Attic ſalt; 
but; ener owe; if thare- be, his wit is ſome- 
times perhaps rather tinctured with it, I am 
| however apt to believe, that even this ſeem-. 
ing tartneſs has its. foundation in modeſty. 
I am inclined to conjecture. it proceeds from 
an apprchenſion, leſt the worid ſhould think 
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he is win of a indy in which there are ſo 
many authors. it 

Nor enn there * ee 
worth in it. He is not only ſo happy, as to 
have the juſtly celebrated Mrs. Montagu for 
his ſiſter ; but two: of his brothers alſo have 
unmortalized themſelves by their compoſi- 
tions: the elder, Mr. Matthew Robinſons in 
his political writings, which bear the ſtrongeſt 
marks of a comprehenſive undetſtanding ; and 
Mr. Thomas Robinſon, by 2 Treatiſe 'on 
Gavel Kind. Though this ſubject is not un- 
derſtood by the getierality of people, I am 
told it is prized amongſt gentlemen of the 
hw, as ati incomparable book. Mrs, Scott, 
another fiſter, has written' feveral 'very er- 
celleut things. I believe her moſt eſteemed 
work is Millennium Hall. But I admire her 
Life of Daubigdé, in which thert is 4 very 
affecting accdumt of the in France 
on St. Bartholomew's Day, ant an adnirdble 
defirteation of the character of Henry the 
Fourth, when he was king of Navirte. 

Mr. Matthew and Mr. Charles Robibſon 
have ſueceſſiveſy repreſented the city of 
Canterbury in feveral Parliaments. His two 


: nephews 
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nephews are members of the Font Parlia- 
ment; and not long ſince, in the public 
prints, which perhaps you ſaw; there was a 
very high encomium upon Mr. Morris Robin- 
fon, and a long account of the family pedigree. 
1 ſhould not omit to pay my tribute of praiſe 
to Mr. Matthew Moutagu, the other nephew, 
who is deſerving of more than I dare venture 
to ay of him; but that you know him, and 
our partiality towards him. I have to thank 
you for taking the trouble to tranſcribe, his 
parliamentary ſpeech, which we ſhould never 
have ſcen, if you bad not hea ſo (IR 
to ſend it. 

Mr. Matthew Robinſon, 0 N is gi 
living, and, though very far advanced in life, 
has a vivacity, proceeding from ſtrength! of 
intellect, not to be conceived by thoſe who 
have not had the pleaſure of converſing with 
him within the ſpace: of a few years. His 
ſtrength of body is very great likewiſe, owing, 
I imagine, in great meaſure, to the extreme 
hardineſs to which he has always. accuſtomed 
himſelf. I will, however, no. longer detain 
you on the ſubject of Mr. Robinſon and his 
family; but give you, as I promiſed in my lat, 
my 
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my remarks upon the Abbey of St. Alban. 
I know. yow had an early 1 £2; ce . 
mains of ancient, magnicence. blog 

It has often ſurpriaed me, tied Haw | 
heard people aſſert, they can be moſt devout 
in a place which is perfettly- free from orna- 
ment; that is, in:'a lowly country church. 
I cannot help being quite of a different 
opinion. When I enter a grand cathedral, 
I am ſtruck with ſuch revorential awe;; that 
even the building itſelf ſeems almoſt too 
ſtupendous a work to be made with hands: 
But when the organ is playing ſome ſublane 
fugue, I am then wound up to a pitch of 
place beſt fitted to receive the Deity. Ian 
much miſtaken, if you are hot affected im the 
ſame manner. gurely it cannot be very im- 
proper to expreſs one's ſelf thus; or Hr him- 
ſelf, in times hen he condeſcuaded to ſpeak 
to his chaſen people; oravred then; to build 
ſtately plaers of worſhip, and filled chem with 
his Almighty preſence.” The tabernagles and 
Solomon's; temple” were moſt” undoubtedly | 
made by his! e and decorated with . 

3.5501 ito fi ornaments 
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np the moſt ſumptuous of their kind: 
And the floor of the houſe he overlaid with 
« gold within. and without, and he carved 
all the walls of the houſe round about with 
WH - « carved figures of Cherubims, and palm- 
trees, and open flowers within and with- 
cout.“ —This Solomon did by the mand | 
of God. 
But to proceed with the Abbey :. F ſhall. 
not pretend to deſcribe . it minutely, that 
would tire. you, and perhaps expoſe myſelf 3 
ſuffice it to ſay, that it is as grand an edifice, | 
of the Gothic order, as any in the kingdom, | 
and is 550 feet long. The man who ſhewed 
it, aſſured us it was the longeſt church in the 
kingdom. 
Here I muſt obſerve; what 4 Pity it is, 
that there are ſo many parts in ſuch. noble 
ſtructures, which are now quite uſeleſs. © Per- 
haps you would reply, They always were ſo, 
being originally intended only to parade ound 
during proceſſions. I confeſs this idea al- 
ways ftrikes me very. forcibly, when I am 
walking in any building of this kind; as the 
following ſtanzas, which came into m mind 
upon ſome ſuch occaſion, will evince: * 
Theſe 
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2 = +4 0 * normals. 
Theſe fretted nec and matGve piles, W ie 
The rich embow'ring fall, | Wy * 
The wide and loog-extended ae. 8 
Freſh to my thoughts fe leg 2109 
e e TER ; 
Tha on devotion bent: T% 
gimme en na rg 


. * 10 

Of holy mem à train, FO) 0209797 

| For deer parade Juſt walking e, D Bold 

Cenſure not this too pompous throng: | 

Tbeir's à dart age we call. 

In theſe bright days ſome fay tis 
Ln pray r to join at all. | 
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me shear fed e 
tice in this abhey. The moſt curious thing 
in it is a vault, that was opened d few years | 
ago, in which lies the 
Hum phrey.” MIY ©'# Kendo go at 
1 Lehel. by a ei Ae Ai er 
tone ſteps; into the yault ; and was obliged 
w ſqueeze myſelf up againſt the walls, which 
were all bedewed uh moiſture. I have my 
doubts, whether they were not much enriched 
by emanations from the body of the old gen- 
C 2 EIN tleman, 
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tleman, 0 likewiſe exhalatiotis from the 
. pickle, in which he had been preferved, But, 


with the true ſpirit of an antiquary, I paid 
no regard to theſe . conſiderations; ſo I could 
but get a perfect ſight of the venerable 
They told us, that, when he. Was belt nk 
the fleſh was fim; but by being gradually de- 
prived of the liquor that furtpunded it, not a 
drop of which remains, and being ſamewhat 
expoſed to the air, thaugh it ĩs now a very 
cloſe place, it is become black and hard]; for 
I had the curioſity to feet it. In Thort, he 
very much reſembles, in colour, texture, and. 
appearance, the dried man in Prinity College 
library at Cambridge. He Has been buried 
near three hundred and fifty years: The 


vault had been opened in queen, Anne's. time, 
but was very ſoon. cloſed up again. cidy ni 215 
Theſe: temains, though very, curious in 
themſelves; are rendered much more. intereſk- 
ing on account of thoſe two very ine ſyceches 
in Shakeſpeare's Henry the Sixth. one, 
where Warnich deſeribes Nie ores 0h lake 
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Ott have 1 ſeen a timely-parted'ghoſt/ - 9d le 912; 
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me like" à tam ſträngled, bnd not he one | 
who died à natural death. The other, in 


which are repreſented die compuhtion and 
diſtraction of Cardinal Beaufort, his @uitierer; 


when iu che agonies f death s. 
is a long legend ef St. Alban, . 


W ner our aer Bat it was - 
* filled 

iis aer ee © 
Attracts the ſame for aidange Hint the enemy, 

Which with the heart there cools, and ne'er returneth 
To bliſh and beautify the check gj? & 
Hut ſees his face is black and full of blood; 

His eyg-balls further out than when he liv'd, 

Staring full ghaſtly, li like a ſtrangled man; | 
His hair uprear'd, bis noſtrils iretch'd with Rtruggling ; | 
His hands abroad diſplay d, as one that graſp'd 7 
And tugg d for life, and was by ſtrength ſubdued. | 
Look on the ſheets ; his hair, you ſee, is ſticking; 
His . perten beard tude rough and' rugged,” 

Like to the ſummer's corn by tempeſt lodg d. , 

It cannot be, but he was mum there; | 

The leaſt of all theſe figns 


* Cardinal. I thou n Dea, r. —— 
. . treaſure, 
kale 65 ede fan ü ü, 
So thou wilt let me live, n 

X. Henry. A! er « Sigh il of en Wie 15 
Where death's approach is ſeen ſd terrible. 

War. Beaufort, it is thy Sovereign ſpeaks to thee. 
Car, Bring me unto my trial when you will: 


Dy'd he not in his bed ? Apnea 
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filled with ſuch abſurdities, that, after having, 
as it were, been witneſs to the truth of hiſtory 
ſo many hundred years ago, I turned away 
from it, not having patience to liſten to fo 
many falſehoods. However, one part of this 
account may ſafely be relied upon, which is, 
that he was the firſt Britiſh martyr, who ſuf 
fered for the Chriſtian religion about the year 
226. This the hiſtorian of Ely cathedral 
confirms ; and his authority i in matters il an- 
tiquity is conſidered as indiſputable. 

There were ſome ſkulls ſhewyn us, 1 
ſeemed tb have a varniſh over them, that was 
pertectly ſmooth and poliſhed, and exactly of 
the fame yellow hue that bones commonly 
contract, which have been long in the grave. 
By what means theſe ſkulls have acquired 
this extraordinary appearance, cannot eaſily be 
accounted for, But it is certain, that they were 


Can I make men live, whether they will or no? 
Oh, torture me no more : I will confeſs— * 
Alive again? Then ſhew me where he is: LT 
I'll give thouſand pound to look upon him % en 
He hath no eyes, the duſt hath blinded them: | 
Comb down his hair; look ! look ! it ſtands upright, = 
Like lime-twigs ſet to catch my winged foul : 
Give me ſome drink, and bid th' apothecary 

ring the ſtrong pon that I bought of him, 


, buried 
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buried with the fleſh on them, and that no 
art could have been uſed. It may be conjec- 


tured, that there is ſome quality in the earth 


where they were depoſited to ptoduce this. 
ſeeming varniſh, whey the fleſh is rotted off. 

It is often remarked, with a farcaſtic glance 
towards the clerical order, that, depend upon 


it, wherever a cathedral or abbey is built, 


there is the moſt healthy, pleaſant, and fruit- 
ful part of a country. This obſervation was 
never better founded than at St. Alban's, for 
it is a delightful ſituation ; and the Cloſe and 
houſes in it command à charming view of a 
variegated and well-cultivated country. For 
my part, I could never ſee the wit of this re- 


mark. The prieſts of all ages muſt be ſimple 


* 


indeed, if, having the world before them, they 
did not fix upon a ſpot that would-moſt con- 
duce to their comfort and happineſs. 

When we returned to inn, we found 
our horſe harneſſed, and things ready for | 
our departure; fo that, though we did not 
dine with Duke Humphrey, yo breakfaſted 
with him—we ate nothing till we Po to 
Rickmanſworth. (Bt 

The town of St. Alban's ner a very 

Ms - pretty 
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pretiy one, and there art nb hauies 
in it. It ſeems indeed perfectly calculated to 
induce people of fortune to ſituate themſelves 
there. But I muſt now take my leave of St. 
Ng Duke mem and, * 


LETTER IV. 
F x ; 28 * , 
To Miſs NM . "2 


| Burfield, 8 July, 1791. 


T nave the pleaſure to acquaint you we are 
perfectly well, and ſafe at our friend's in Berk- 
ihire, But 1 ſuppoſe you will ſay, Burfieſd is not 
in our road towards Wales. I hope you will 
allow us. to turn aſide a little to take breath, 
and make a reſting place with friends, who 
| are fo kind as to wiſh for, our company. 

Upon the whole we have had a talerable j jour- | 
ney. As we paſſed through Buckinghamſhure, 
it appeared very extraordinary to me, inſtead 
of innig; f- at every cottage-door, as , 


there 
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there are in Eſſex, Suffolk, aud Cambridge- 
ſhire, to ſee the women ſitting with their lace- 
cuſhions. I could almoſt haye perſuaded my- 
ſelf there were no poor people in that country. 

Making lace ſeemed ſuch a lady-like employ- 
ment, I had annexed an idea of its giving pe- 
culiar grace to the motion of a handfome hand 
and arm, and an additional elegance to ſlender 
fingers, when moving betwixt the bobbins. 
I never before ſaw any wy make Hicks bat 
merely for amuſement, 

Buckinghamſhire is a very adit Ad fer 
tile country; and has many gentlemen 's ſeats 
in it; but we viſited only Lord Lanſdowne's, 
at High Wycombe, the place at which we 
ſtopt to dine on our road. The grounds are 
not extenſive, but very elegant. There is 4 
fine piece of water in them; and though the 
park is ſmall, it is beautifully ſkirted by a 
wood, which runs along the edge of it, and 
riſes as it extends itſelf.” This forms a back 
ground to the whole, and a natural barrier to 
the grounds and park. It has ſo admirable 
an effect, 1 have ſeldom: ſeen any thing ns 
pleaſed me ſo much. 

From EP Wycombe we ens to 

Henley 
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Henley upon Thames. This is a place de- 
ſervedly admired for its charmiog ſituation, 
the fine ſeat of General Conway, and an ele- 
gant bridge, decorated with ſculpture by the 
fair hand of that much- celebrated lady Mrs. 
Damer. Though we ſlept at Henley, we had 
very little time to examine theſe inviting: 
ſcenes, for it rained the whole evening. 
The next morning we took a circuit of 
about five miles out of our way, in order to 
call upon mine and your friend Mrs. W - - -, 
at Twyford ; but after we had been at thoſe 
pains, ſhe, was unluckily from home. In the 
midſt of Waldegrave, a very dirty village be- 
twixt Henley and Twyford, is ſituated a very 
large houſe, with a ſplendid theatre included, 
built by Lord Barrymore, where he and many 
other gentlemen act plays for their amuſe- 
ment, He generally invites moſt of the gen · 
teel families round the country to theſe per- 
formances; but, I fear, I ſhall not be fo for- 
tunate as to be at one, whilſt I am in this 
part of the world. _ 
However, we do not want to go 1. W | 
for entertainment. You remember that Mr. 
R- - -'s family. conſiſts of himſelf, his two 
daughters, 
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daughters, and his: ſon, our amiable friend. | 
They have at preſent an agreeable addition to 
their ſociety in Miſs Bridges, of Canterbury, 
whoſe eldeſt brother is now laying claim to 
the Barony of Chandois, and whoſe ſecond 
brother wrote the volume of elegant poems, 
which you read and admired ſome years ago, 
He has fince publiſhed a novel, entitled Mary 
De Clifford; if novel that can be deemed, 
which is replete with ſome of the moſt agree- 
able delineations of nature, both in proſe and 
verſe, that ever fell from the pen of an en- 
| thuſiaſtig, admirer of her, His Mary De 
Clifford is a ſenſible charming girl, quite un- 
ſophiſticated by faſhionable follies or faſhion- 
able prejudices. I wiſh he had recommended 
the amiable and unaffected conduct of this 
pure and artleſs creature, by making it pro- 
duce that happineſs which it Hare naturally 
to have done. Then, perhaps, ſome females 
of the preſent day might be induced to copy 
her ingenuous manners, ber love of all that 
is ſublime and beautiful in the creation, and 
her preference of a man of family and ſenſe, 
to the falſe glare of riches combined with 


ignorance and vulgarity. But, gas!" thels 
virtues 


25 7 1 Tour 10 


virtues brought on her misfortunes ; and who 
Will ane after finding tant, to eu in ber 
ſteps? 
Burfield is a very rural Ned bar teh 
not command any view; which certainly ĩ is a 
defect, in a country that abounds in ' good 
proſpects. The houſe is one of the beſt par- 
ſonages Jever faw. The principal apartments 
were added by the preſent poſſeſſor. It is 
within fix miles of Reading, which is a very 
populous. and well - built town. New 
throughout the whole country there are 
many large towns, neat villages, and mh 
people, that it would be endleſs to e 
giving you an account of tem. | 
The moſt remarkable place in this belch⸗ 
bourhood is the ſeat of Mr. Benyon. It is 
called Englefield Houſe, and is ſuppoſed to 
have been built by Sir F rancis Walfinghamn, 
who, it is ſaid, entertained Queen Elizabeth 
there, in her progreſs trough England. There 
is a gallery from the houſe, acrols the road, F 
into the park, "which is "reported to Have been 
erected for the Queen to paſt chr agh. 20 
houſe has an Air of "od Fed 12h 5 
that truck E much; hd time of the Foo 


ments 
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ments are ſplendid. 1ti is in the ſtile of archi. 
tecture that followed the age in Which great 
people reſided io caſtles, At each end of the 
front are two large buildings, ſomewhat 2 re. 
ſembling the towers of a caſtle. They — 
{mall turrets at th top of them, and are ſur⸗ 


rounded with «wwe N theſe TAG 0 


the ſtate rooms. 770 


There is likewiſe at 2 1 dy called Pal 
worth. a very excellent old. houſe, belonging 

to a widow lady., But. as the gentlemen, vir. 
ſited her by themſelves, I can give you 9 
deſcription, of it; and indeed it is ſcargely . 


poſſible. to deſcribe. Gtuations, in a. country, 
that has no prominent feature, though. the 


whole of it has a very pleaſing effect upon | 


the mind. Regularly-built. hauſes,, grounds 
well laid out, and a cultivated country, cut no 
figure in a deſcription ot a landſcape 3 though 
to the poſſeflors of them they are an inexhauſ- 
tible ſource of amuſement and ſatisfaction. 

I with. the young folks went one Ta 8 
a theatrical performance, at | Reading. The, 
play was Incle; and Yarico. They had mac 
poor Vurico ſo complete 2, copper colopt an an 


belies 10 n 4 figure, that our 2 | 
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friend obſerved, naturally, enough, it was 
ſcarcely poſſible to be angry with Incle for 
deſerting her. Poor John Gilpin too was 
here rendered more ridiculous, than even Mr. 
Cowper has made him, by being very badly 
exhibited. A lady, under whoſe protection 
we went, told me, ſhe knew pretty poſitively 
that this ſtory of John Gilpin was founded on 
fact. If it had not been, that I feared being 
thought to tranſgreſs the bounds of good 
breeding, I ſhould 200 n 0 much 
the worſe. 

It would be much lok of time ER 
of your patience, if I were to criticize the 
petformance of a poor trolling ſet of players. 
I may ſum up their perfeQions, by faying as 
Hamlet did: Oh, there be players, that I 
have ſeen play, heard others praife, and that 
highly, that neither have the accent of chtiſ- 
tian, nor the gait of chriſtian, pagan, nor 
man, have ſo ſtrutted and bellowed, that 
have thought ſome of Nature's journeymen 
have made them, and not made them well t 
they imitate humanity ſo abominably. But 
for all this, one cannot help feeling à great 


deal of tenderneſs towards _ particularly 
when 
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when we reflect, that ſome of them are tine- 
tured with a degree of reſinement and edu- 
cation, which excite in them a taſte for the 
compoſitions of the moſt ſublime genius that 
ever wrote. No doubt but our immortal 
Shakeſpere, as we now ſtyle him, had often 
the mortification to be ſcorned and laughed at 
by rr 
could not underſtand his works. 45 

1 fear I have ne eee 
ing and long diſcuſſion; but you know I am 
a moſt troubleſome correſpondent. - My dear 
father uſed to tell me, when I was a very 
young girl, I was. a great waſter of ink and 
paper. But I will een 
e ſo adieu. | 
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-  Buvfield,July 14th, 1701. * 

W. 5 da me bhek e days, before 
we availed ourſelves of the invitation, we 
had ſeveral times received from Mrs. M , 
to viſit Sandleſord. We (ent to fir a day for 
paying our reſpects there; and the returned 
an anſwer by her own ſervant to ſuperſede the 
delay of the poſt, or any other miſtake, that 
right ariſe to prevent out going. This mark 
of politeneſs was the more” pleaſing, as the 
herſelf was but juſt arrived at S. Mr. R-- - 
kindly lent us his coach, and our friend Mr. 
M. R- accompanied us. We returned 
hither yeſterday. | 
Were 1 to indulge myſelf in telling you my 
reflections as we drove, I ſhould keep you a 
long time in ſuſpenſe, before I gave you any 
account of this charming place, and more 
charming miſtreſs of it. I aſſure you I was 
as full of a as a young beauty go- 


1278S | ing 
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ing to be introduced at court; but without 
the anxious fear of not being able to ſhine as 
much as 1 wiſhed, I felt myſelf ſufficiently 
gratified, that a great portion of genius is 
poſſeſſed by my ſex ; and : was entirely void 
of dread or ex. 

After driving twenty miles through. a very 
pleaſant country, and through the pretty town 
of Newbury, we' entered Mrs. Ms park, 
which ſeemed to have undergone ſome recent 
improvements, as the trees were many of them b 
newly planted. The approach to the houſe 
is a fine lawn, with ſheep feeding upon it. 
This gives you an idea of beauty blended with 
utility, which always produces agreeable ſen- 
ſations in the mind. The carriage draws 
cloſe up to the front dovr, by which com- 
fortable circumſtance we avoided running the 
gauntlet up a high flight of ſteps in view of 
the windows, to which people are often ſub- 
ject, when they” viſit at great Houſes. No 
ſuch diſtreſs awaits you at Saridleford ; when 
you alight you-enter à ſmall hall, for Mrs. 
M-- - has not ſpoiled her houſe in order to, 
make a grand veſtibule, © * | 

Aſter you have 1 through the hall, 

. there 
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there is an ante-room, one ſide of which is 
filled with books; from whence you proceed 
to a ſuite of apartments, that are ſtrikingly 
beautiſul. At the fartheſt part are glaſs 
doors, which occupy. 1 the whole. end of. the 


room, and have an immenſe. ſpreading. fan- 
light, of a moſt elegant conſtruQtion, at the 
top of them. Theſe doors open into a grove, 
that appears as if it; terminated in a wood. 
With the coolneſs, rural ſweetnels,. and ſin- 
gl charms, of this you are perfectly en- 
anted. The perſpective is fo. good). that, 
the grove ſeems much, longer than in reality, 
it is, and the wood much more extenſive, 
The fan-light, which Mrs. Montagu added, 
after the doors were up, ſhews the trees 
quite to their tops. Before this alteration, 
they looked like pollards. This, certainly; 
muſt have robbed the grove of half its beauty. 
When you have ſufficiently, admired this, 
ſcene, and have recoyered yourſelf from the 
delight it has occaſioned, you naturally turn 
about to take a retroſpective view of the, 
rooms through which you. have juſt paſſed, 
You are ſtruck at ſeeing a grove, appear at 
that end alſo, and company. ſeemingly. walk- 
ing 
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ing in it. This very pleaſing effect is pro- 
duced by a large mirror, which occupies "es 
whole of the oppoſite end of the ſits, and te- 
fects the grove and the company. | 

But that Which ſurprizes and charms us 
moſt of all is, that the apartment which opens 
into the grove was an old chapel, not joited 
to the reſt of the houſe, but a dark diſmal 
place, and made much more ſo b 7 the gloomi- 
neſs of that grove, which is now its greateſt 
ornament, and through which the ſan ' beams 
harmleſs, even when it is at its metidian 
height. It argues a very ſuperior degree of 
ſkill and taſte to be able to convert things 
ugly and uncouth i into beauty and uniformity. 
Theſe Mrs. M -'- has eminentiy diſplayed 
in uniting the chapel to the other apartments 
by an elegant rotundo, of which the makes a 
drawing- room. The chapel itſelf is formed 
into a large and commodioùs dining-rooin,” 
which may de ſhut out from the drawing 
room by folding - doors conitrived for that 
purpoſe, By this arrangement yu may 
either ſit in the whole ſuite at once, or be in 
A as beſt accords with the 

D 2 humour 
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humour of the CoOmpanyy or _ with the 


| ſeaſon. 


| _ The rotundo hay; a bow-window bes e 
top to the bottom on the ſide next the 
grounds. It extends in width, ſo as to admit 
a pleaſing view of part of the lawn; and ex- 
hibits likewiſe a wing of the houſe, that is 
fronted like a gothic chapel, but entirely 
diveſted of that profuſion of ſmall ornaments, 
which makes ſome of thoſe fine buildings re- 
ſemble cut paper rather than maſſive ſtone. 
In this wing is an elegant dreſſing- room 
above ſtairs. This too has a large bow, on 
the outſide of which there is a very ſpacious 
balcony, ſurrounded by iron baluſtrades. 
The balcony commands a diſtant view of the 
Hampſhire hills, and an extenſive diverſified: 
country. The, ſmall village of Newton in 
the Valley has an humble ſimplicity in it, that 
is agreeably contraſted with the lofty hills 
beyond it. There are alſo a great many 
gentlemen ſeats and neat farm houſes inter- 
ſperſed, which, with the high cultivation of 
the fields around, form as pictuteſque and 
animated a” proſpect as the eye can wander 
; over. 
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In this room is a very fne buſt of 
ae petite of TU, Mes. M -- - cs 
relation. eg / FS 

The furniture, b it is not MRP like 
that in her town-houſe, is perfectly elegant, 
and entirely correſponds with our ideas of a 
ſummer retreat. It is principally compoſed 
of calico or luteſtring. That of the rotundo 
is choſen with ſuch taſte, as admirably to ſuit 
the coolneſs of the grove, the lawn, and the 
ſcenes adjoining. It is light green calico, 
trimmed with a broad border of olive-colour- 
ed wreaths of roſes and leaves. The bed- 
rooms, and every other apartment in the 
houſe, accord with thoſe 1 bare already de- 
ſcribed. 

When we withdrew to go to bed, we were 
uſhered up ſtairs by the major dams, with a 
wax light in each hand. I found the bed- 
room lighted up, and a female waiting in it 
ready to undreſs me. Mrs, M- - = - was 
not condilted into, my room, but into a 
drefling-room adjoining, by a door that opened 
into the paſlage, Reflecting on this, ta me 
unuſual ceremony, I almoſt. began to fancy 
myſelf a bride again; or elſe, that I was 

| 23 tranſported 
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tranſported into ſome fairy region, where, 


every * —— without hin. called 
for. Though I confeſs this was a degree of 
refinement I had never met with, before, 1. was 
not like the cobler' 8 wife ; in the farce; 1 did 
not wiſh to return to my own leb elevated 
ſituation. In the drefling- -room. there was a 
collection of books ; amongſt them I found 
your friend Miſs Cornelia Knight's Dinarbas. 
Here you may amuſe yourſelf in the morning, 
if you pleaſe, till e calls you again. 10 
ſociety. | 

The grounds are kid out wich the 8 
Attic taſte, as the houſe, T Through a great 
part of them Mrs. M - - has trained 4 
river, which was little more than a ditch; 
and means to extend it ſtill farther, when 
ſhe can obtain the permiſſion of a a, croſs 
neighbour, who is. Goth enough to impeds 
this improvement, becauſe it will be be a Wight 
inconvenience to herſelf, She bas likewiſe 
Cut a winding path through | her plantations, 
It is a carriage way, and 1 is a mile i in length. 
It is alſo a very pleaſant walk, and | may ſerve, 
Or for ſtudy, © or for loye,” being perfectly 
ſecluded. 
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_ feclnded, Mt agrocable diftancts/are benehes 
under the ſhadow of a large wee, or "the 
ſhelter of à cloſe Hedge ried with 
woodbines and honeyſickies, | / 

When walking in the Searle . 
an exttzorditiary degree of cleuntineſs and 
. in the men, who wete at work in 

them. Upon enquiry I found they were af 
fel ang Clonthed by her Rehd. k perceived 
too that many of them had ſore great eſe, 
— infirifiity, or mis- 
fortune; being either blind, Geaf, dumb, or 
lame ; yet the had fo paired them, and Brted 
their employments to their ſeverul Hculties, 
that the remaining ſenſes of one ſerved to 
ſupply the 'deficiwncy of the other. "By this 
ſtroke of benevolent ingenility, though ſhe 
does not get To much work dehe, 'as The 
would by ſtronger and abler men; (ſhe Way ths 


heattifelt atizfaction of making thöſs Whfit = 


and happy metnbers of ſociety, whom hobody 
elſe would employ, and who; but fbf her, 
muſt be dependant upon a pariſh, for an 
idle and ſcanty ſubſiſtence. I hope it is not 
Srophane 20 lay, the has made the bliail dy fe, 
D4 | the 
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a * dumb to qeak, nd 
lame to walk. | 
The whole. of. this phos NG 
the idea of a Roman villa. There is every 
thing for uſe, as well as beauty. The farm 
and the dairy are not omitted; they ſupply the 
family and, table with all things neceflary and 
delicate. In ſhort, there is a ſtyle in every 
part of it, that beſpeaks a ſupetior degree of 
judgment. Nothing is gaudy or ſuperfluous, 
yet nothing wanting. Native genius, matur- 
ed by obſervation upon what is ſimply elegant, 
has guided the hand of the ahn een 
of this inchanting place. 
Upon viewing ſome fine "hn, 0 are 
— tempted, to cry out: with the wiſe 
man, © All is vanity ! Many ſuperb edifices 
eclipſe the owners ſo much, that they ſeem 
the moſt inſignificant things in them. But 
in every part of this you ſee. the ſoul that 
animates the whole; yet no place appears 
half ſo en as Re, the 1 is preſent, 


| Adieu. 
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ES Welt, Sept. Lach. 
] 8$#0vry have ſuppoſed, that the long 
deſeription I gave you of Sandleford, might 
have ſatisfied you with reſpect to Mrs. M - - -, 
But you urge me to the ſubject again, by fay- 
ing, I gave you no account of the manner in 
which ſhe entertains her gueſts, of the converſa- 
tion that paſſed, or the company we met roms 
You mult take the conſequences of your 
neſs. For if 1 begin to write upon thoſe 
topics, T ſhall be very prolix ; and you alrcady 
fay, 'your head is too weak to have borne the 
variety of ſcenes through N. 5 ve lately 
paſſed. How then can it ſupport the length 


of ſuch a letter, as you have excited me to 


n 1 hope it will have at it's 
* This Letter is out of it's chronological order. Bot it 
W Ne 
ation of the fepvant given of Mrs, Montagu. 

aſual 
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uſual firmneſs, before this reaches you ; or it 
will coſt you too dear to read it. X. 

To ſpeak of living characters requires ſuch 
nicety of judgment, that very ſew, if any, 
have ever done it, without the imputation, 
either of adulation on the one hand, or ſpleen 
on. the other. I think you will not accuſe me 
of either, if 1 ſpeak what I really think d 
this lady. She received us with the moſt 
unaffected good breeding: ber manner is not 
only polite, it is friendly ;/ and the moment 
you enter into her preſence, you feel more 
free from embarraſſment, than you would do 
with moſt great people in the courſe of a 
long acquaintance. She is not afraid of letting 
herſelf down by being to familiar: the 
knows the exact point betwixt freezing-for= 
mality, and that eaſe which borders upon 
neglect. In ſhort, ſhe has the true art of 
pleaſing; for ſhe. makes yon ſatisfied with 
yourſelf, and her whole behaviour gives you a 
perfect conception af what is meant by poſſeſ- 
ſing © the milk of human-kindnefs,” But the 
moſt charming trait in her character is, that, 
notwithſtanding the is ſo juſtly admired for 
her Fine and literary 2 che talks 

with 
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| with equal good humour and good ſenſe upon 
all ſubjects. She daas nat deſpiſe the pur- 
ſuits of her ſex, though ſhe is admired by 
ſo many learned men; and Though ſhe is 
ſo well qualified to bear a patt in their dif 
cuſſions, ſhe does not appear to covet their 
company ſolely, but, as you well know, mixes 
with the gay and faſhionable: of all ages. 
She neither is, nor affects to be, above the 
common - buſineſs and accupations of life. 
She attends to every thing that comes within 
the ſphere of her obſervation; and it is thus, 
in my Kean ou the extent hed 1 


jv 
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I could Never. Jack: inh. 80 
— of a ſuperior order, wihoſe thoughts 
are totally abſorbed in one purſuit. This 
argues a narrowneſs of mind rather than af 

enlargement. True genius, whilſt it ſeems 
to be occupied with external things, perhaps 
engaged at a public exhibition, or in com- 
pany, is employed in collecting mdtetials to 
work upon. Thus ſhe, though never free 
from interruptions, is always thipking of ſome 
great or good work, which tends to the en- 
couragement of r or the n 

P 
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plans for. the benefit of her ſpecies; | As 1 
have thus pourtrayed her, you will no longer 
imagine, that converſing with her has made 
me averſe to the meer friends, 
or of my ſex in general. np 
If delicacy is requiſite in grating of living 
characters, ſtill more is it neceſſary in repeat- 
ing converſation.” ' For though/there may be 
nothing ſecret in it, yet it is a kind of ſacred 
depoſit; and people would be very fearful of 
unbending in company, if it were not looked 
upon as a breach of hoſpitality to relate hat 
paſſed in it. Public characters, and perſons 
whoſe opinions are looked up to, would ſel - 
dom ſpeak freely in mixed 1 
ſhould loſe half the pleaſures of ſociety. 
* — ne ver e eee n EIS 


Cards were re Aeris bom, with all the wick 
That idleneſs has ever yet contriv'd | | 
To fill the void of an unfurniſh'd brain, 
Wh R449 W 


Cowr ax. | 


After tea, we walked batkward and for- 
ward in that * ſuite of rooms I have be- 


for deſcribed. - Nor had this ſcene fewer 
charms 
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ce the evening than at mid-day, for 
the ſilver moon played ſo ſwertly upon the 
ſleeping leaves of the trees in the grove, that 
no one regretted the abſence ef the ſun. We 
were ſo much delighted with this chequered 
ſhade, that the evening, till ſupper, paſſed in 
eaſy and pleaſing converſation. ', Her feaſt on 
May- day, for the ſolace of the poor little 
chimney- ſwee pers, happening to be men- 
tioned, Mr. M - - ſaid, there was nothing in 
the creation I was ſo fond of as a chimney- 
ſweeper s boy. Upon hearing this, ſhe turned 
about, and embracing me in the moſt obliging 
manner, declared ſhe ſhould. . love me 
. v0. Kaare 
From this flight ſketch. of the 5 
ſpending time at Sandleford, you will find, that 
people of the moſt ſublime genius are not al- 
ways on ſtilts, but Ps e 
to every topic. bod 
Dr. Beattie and his young ſor. were there | 
when we-arrived... The pleaſure of westing a 
man ſo much celebrated in the literary, world: 
was much heightened, by finding him at mild 
2 * as his on Mair. Her 
ſcomed 
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ſcemed to reſemble him inne his des 
ſeription particularly: alt Ai 
Silent, when glad: eee 
And now' his lock Er ta fad. 
There wWwas a melancholy caſt in his manner, 
which diveſted me of all fear of his ta- 
lents, and made me feel intereſted for him, 
though 'I knew not w Upon my enquring 
into the cauſe of his dejection Mrs.” M 
told me, he had loſt a ſon of two- and. twenty, 
of moſt promiſing abilities! I believe we all 
feel more friendly towards à great character, 
when brought to a level with the generalit 
of mankind, either by: ſome little defects, or 
by misfortunes, than we do hen we lock up 
to them us beings above the ordinary rank of 
the human ſpecies. This may appear af un- 
generous prineiple in the mind; but I confeſd 
Icfelt(it ſtrongly with reſpect to Dr. B 
I always honoured and admired him, as wie Eb, 
gant poet and <a refitied-phil6ſopher ; but as 
ſoon'as'T rom ey 10 
andl loved him as a friend. 2 
bie — uf fetal 
at 8. , ſpont in ſuch company, and in ſuẽꝶ⸗ 


BC 4 tranquil 
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leſs pleaſed with the morning, for then all ſe» 
verally amuſe themſelves as they like: | They 
read, write, ride, walk, or do anꝝ thing that: 
ſuits their ĩnelinationa: Mrs. M. took im 
2 moſh delightful ride through a very fertile 
country, to viſit Dunnington Caſtle, the 1. 
treat of old Geoffrey Chaucer; and I/ got out 
of the carriage, and walked round the ruins. 
In this eaſtle Chaucer ſpent only the laſt two» 
years of his life or one would be tempted to 
believe; that he here compoſed his Pulamot 
and Arcite-; and that, looking down from one 
of the towers, he had imagined/His ſwene of 
the Knights: beholding the beautiful Einilia 
walking in the garden below. The views, 
tower of the caſtle is ſtandingʒ but to ſuy the 
truth, I was ſo attentive to what paſſeil in the 
carriage; that many parts of this fe 
already ſlipt ont of my memory; 1, 4b 
Mrs. R - not lang better bad uses 
famous brrakfaſt tothe Queen and Princeſſts, 
and the next week to four hundred of the n- 
byig> I wiſhed much to hear from her o 
(1005 mouth 
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mouth the particulars; though T ſomewhat 
feared to aſt her for a repetition of what ſhe 
muſt! already be much tired with relating. 
She, however, not only anſwered all my queſ- 
tions, but told me with what politen eis and 
affability her royal gueſts behaved. Amongſt 
the great variety of delicacies, of which this 
breakfaſt conſiſted, I could not help expreſſing 
cold fiſn; and ſaid, I ſhould like tõ have ſeen 
in what manner it was ſerved up. At dinner 
there appeared two diſhes of it. The fiſh 
was turbot, mixed with ſallad and eggs boiled 
hard and chopped. The freſh greens of the 
ſallad, the bright yellow of the eggs, and the 
flaky whiteneſs of the turbot, gave them a 
very tempting appearance; but I am aſnamed 
to ſay, I was not- polite enough to taſte them, 
though ſuch pains were taken W 
with my wiſh. | : „ Laich. 
By this time I eee ee. be 
fatisfied. Vet I cannot cloſe my letter with-- 
out a few remarks,” which naturally ariſe out 
of the ſubject. . You, who prefer works of 
genius to works of ingenuity, will be as in- 
dignant as I oſten am, when I bell you, that, 


i upon 
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upon my ſpeaking' ef Mr M442; many 
| people enquiire more about her frithered room 
than her book. I 4 1983371! 2 Flay 
et this i not ſo much to be * 
in the unlettered, when that arch-critic John- 
fon declared, « he'\cotdd- never read through 
her inimitable defence of Shakeſpear againſt 
Voltaire.” I know not whether bis want of 
taſte, or his hardineſs in conſeſſing it, is the 
moſt reprehenſible. But when a man cannot 
enjoy the beauties of the creation, and the 
moſt delightfut' ptoſpects and the moſt ſub- 
lime objects in nature make no impreſſion 
upon him (tho' the minuteſt of them bear 
unequivocal marks of their divine origi 
and ore blade of graſi being Vike another, bA 
wonder not to be accounted for by the moſt 
profound philoſophy) can we marvel, that he, 
arch ave iet the ee poitonoC refined 
agenda > {11 i 0, 01, wor \ of} N haggol * 
„ rene Tam kurs 1 = aok wnkdgiee 
for being ſuch an enthuſiaſt in my approba- 
tion of Mrs. M, But could it need A 
iuſtification;/I have it at hand, from that chr 
rect and elegant wiiter, Me, Harris; and 
eee my letter ſd well es 


A 
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in his ks 1 ledig d al the, great, 
* critics that ever have lived and, do live, 
« the lovers of literature would not forgive 
* me,, were I to omit chat ornament; of her 
* ſex and country, the critic and patroneſs. 
of our en enn , Mon- 
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| | | Oxford, Juy 5th, 1107. 
8 bang hes, Glogs Ml 
think I ſhall make my peace moſt, effectuallx- 
by attempting to give you ſome account of this 
ſplendid. place, which both of: us, have often 
. © longed to ſee. But how to do it in 4 manner 
equal to my conceptions will be very difficult, 
if not impoſſible. When I reflect that you 
may read a more accurate deſcription. of it, 
for, nearly as ſmall a ſum as this letter will 
coſt you, it appears almoſt an abſugdity, to take 
up your time. Let I 1 
901 {| Ps 
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ſleep; if I dic not diſetteumber my mind of the 
infinite bomber of thingy thut are paſſing be- 
fore ir. You wil allow; that it muſt be thuch 
_ weivhie# down, When 1 deelare it is flled with 
churches, colleges,” libraries; ſtatucs, and pie- 
tures,” I "ſhall make an effort to ge you" a 
ſhort ſketeh of ſome few things that ſtruck 
me, ont of an infinite nutnber, that are worthy 
the moſt minute attention; and my time and 
paper would fail me, were T MORI 
ons of them wich partieularity. 
As you enter the city; the feſt object dat 
preſents itſelf is Magdalen Bridge, which F 
thought very grind and beautiful. But I was 
aftetwards'informed,' they have. it in bonteqt= 
platidn«to pull it down, and rebuilt it; on ac-" 
count of 4 defect in the tymmetty: it is too 
narrow for its letigtht. This could not in. 
the leaſt” perecive'; ahd when I was told it 
was to be demoliſhed for that ſtmall blemiſh, 
I confeſs I evuld/not help thinking of the fly 
upon St, Paul's cap6ta;” Fowever, I allow that 
this diſpropbrtion ſtruck Mr. M. , 4d we 
came over it. The high ſtreet is one of che 
handſomeſt I ever ſaw. "The fronts of many 
of the churches and e ars towards it ; 
4A E 2 and 
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and the lofty trees, which every vheꝶe mix in 
the'ſcene from the public walks and gardens, 
add prodigiouſly, to its grandeur and variety. 
Though this is a great advantage to the town, 
I much doubt if it is not the contrary to the 
Univerſity, by tempting. the young ſtudents, 
to amuſe themſelves with the conſtant ſucceſ- 
fion of objects that are continually paſſing. . I. 
was a good deal ſurprized at ſeeing a great 
many of thoſe gentlemen walking back ward 
and forward in the ſtreet, ſeeming to prefer it 
for their evening recreation to the charming 
walks which are appropriated to that purpoſe. 
I was ſo much delighted when I entered theſe 
almoſt deſerted retreats, that, though I. was 
before ſo tired I could ſcarcely walk, . yet I 
would not be perſuaded to leave them till it 
was quite dark. Here, in its higheſt perfec-. 
tion, is what Cowper ſo beautifully Ps and. 
what I lo Bn admire; _, 
= a length of colonnade, . 


monument of ancient taſte, . 
| Now feet, but wordy of derbe. 


* - af 2 
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_ here 7 may, . yr: Rath N * 
bo ke es PERO AEST 7 
* "From: fulty dun, in de e findel Wells, * 
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Aud long- protracted bow'rs, enjoy at noon | — 
The gloom and cooluels df declining dx. 
Thanks f d Oe they ene 
Theſe cheſauts, rang d in correſpanding lines, " 
And, th tombs 6 fn fn free F 
ee eee en e OM rtr, 
94 erte le et ods 2 


The Ka library is is an elegant edifice. 
I was charmed with the taſte and delicacy « of 
every part of it. The founder bequeathed 
forty thouſand pounds' for building, repairing, 
and furniſhing it with books. It is a beriet 
rotundo, but of prodigious dimenſions, and or- 
namented with very beautiful pittars which 
take from the regularity of its ſhape, that 
otherwiſe 1 mig ht be too uniform. | It i fur- 
rounded by a grand gallery and baluftrade 
and the Cadel is lixty feet high. The whole 
is adorned and finiſhed in a maſterly f manner, 
with feſtoons of fruits and flowers, ähd a va- 
riety of other rich carvings, 2 17 885 
which is of ſtone, and 4 geometrical on 
extrindy Psb; one nn | 
ſerted in the wall, and appears to have no other 
ſupport. I was almoſt afraid to aſcend, for it 
is of a much greater height than that at Cam- | 
. It leads quite” up to the top of the 
| E 3 dome. 
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dome. Its form alſo is directly ſpiral, and it 
is tremendous to look down through it to the 
bottom of the room. Prom the top you have 
a view of moſt of the churches, colleges, and 
principal buildings in Oxford, +77 * | 
-Befides the beauty and delicacy of the 
room, there are two ſingular rarities in it, 
which are a, pair of Roman candleſticks, 
found at Tivoli, in the ruins of Adrian's 
villa. Were I to {peak of candleſticks eight 
feet high, without attempting to give you 
ſome idea of them, you would conceive them 
to be but awkward things, yet, I aſſure you, 
they. are ene and ſuperb. They are of 


ſtorks ſtanding upon pedeſtals, almpſt on 9 
doe, if I may ſo expreſs it, and reaching up 
their long necks to their full extent; ſo that 
the birds, in their com plete dimenſions, form 
"the ſtems of the candleſticks. On their beaks 
reſt flat, pieces of marble, intended to ſupport 
lamps. They are improperly called candle- 
Nicks, according to modern ideas, They are 
ſtands, upon which lights are to be placed. 
The birds are figely exegNtcd ; and they have 
LY other ſmaller decorations, which give. a 
richneſs 


MILFORDHAVEN. 83 


richneſs and beauty to the whole. This 
chaſtely elegant place has no other ornaments 
in it, fave one admirable ſull- length ſtatue 
over the door, of the founder, by Ryſbrack, 
and a buſt of Gibbs the architect, in another 
part of the room. I cannot take my leave of 
this /ibrayy, amm 
A Wh. ©0495 

After my endeavours to e ue yh? in 
a ſmall degree, an idea of the taſte and deli- 
cacy diſplayed in the Radcliffe library, I ſhall 
give you a perſect contraſt to it, in the ſtrange 
confuſion of emblematical gigantic paintings 
with which the ceiling of the cheatre is de- 
corated; or rather deformed. Perhaps you 
will think it impertinent in me to give a de- 
cided opinion againſt a thing, which, no doubt, 
has its admirers of much better judgment 
than I can pretend to. If it had not its ad- 
vocates, I think it would, ere this, have been 
taken down; for I declare, that every thing 
in it ſeems to ſavour ſtrongly of barbarous 
times. It is meant to repreſent a large ſoroll, 
partly unrolled, ſupported by gold cordage. 
but it looks like a huge piece of painting, 
_—_ up in the roof of the theatre to dry; 
E 4 or 
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or as if it had been deſigned for Columbus to 
carry with him to America, when be went 
on bis diſcoyery of that country, rather than 
- what would accord with: the pure taſte of a 
Chriſtian ſeminary nearly a century after his 
time. It has in it all that might captivate 
a native of Peru or Mexico, whoſe eye would 
be caught by gaudy colouring and groteſque 
figures. There are more gods and gaddefſes | 
in it than any heathen mythologiſt could pre- 
tend to deify ; and more attributes given 
them, than even Rome, in the height of its 
ſuperſtition, eyer dreamed of. It would take 
a month to decypher all the allegorical, al- 
luGons that are repreſented by theſe deities; 
and even to call over their names 


Would aſk a thouſand tongues, whe? 

A throat of braſs, and adamantine l 
However, 1 will enumerate a8 + mapy of 42 8 
as I can recollect ; but for their attributes,: I 
muſt leaye, it to your arenen to ſupply 
them. K 31 nut 
There is Printing, very like, A. FA — 
woman, and near her ſeveral ſheets hanging 
to N. Architecture in the clouds, ogling | 
| "6 Jolly 
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a jolly young maſon, o ſtands by her hold- 
ing a -plumb-line:: \'Fruth, with the ſum in 
her hand, Then there are all the Arts and 
and Sciences. There are likewiſe Juſtice, 
Mercy, Wealth, Honour, and Pleaſure; 
Poetry, divine, dramatic, and paſtoral; Tra- 
nomy, and a long er- cœtera, beſides à great 
number of Genii, and many Truths. But the 
moſt conſpicuous figures in this motley group 
are Envy, Rapine, and Brutality. Envy has 
her common head-dreis of a hundred ſnakes: 
her whole figure is diſguſting beyond con- 
ception; her eyes ſquint both ways, and her 
claws are embrued in blood. —Rapine- has 2 
dagger in one hand, and a lighted firebrand 
in the other. -His viſage is pale and haggard, 
his hair ſtands upright, his teeth gnaſh, and 
his mouth * grins horribly a "ghaſtly ſmile.” 
— The third figure, which is Brutality, is too 


indecent for a fetnale pen to deſcribe, or fe- 

male eyes to behold,—Theſe three ate tum- - 
bling dawn' headlong, ſuppoſed to be driven 
away by Meekneſs, Charity, and Temperatice, 
or ſome ſuch good creatures. But I am ter- 
fi nts es recollection of a 
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frightful figure, which I think they called 
. eee to vilify 
Who Knows that you ding not. *pply a 
to me? a uno its 

I will dera n into the picture 
had exiſtence, ' we ſhall bebold che e, human 
face divine” in all the variations that ſcience | 
and ſuperior intellects can give it. But to 
deſeribe theſe would take up many letters; 
— Rr LTP 80 I will 
bid you good night. ib et on Mr Nn. 


bes VIII. 1 * 0 
£2 Mr. Bangs 10 * 400 
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y " Qxkrd Juy 4g, 1791. 
I runs x canoby begin the agrecable taſk 
you have ſet me, penn bays 
count of Oxford. 
e ah nd 
The firſt thing in it which ſtruck me was a 
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fine ſtatue of Philip Earl of Pembroke, in 
bronze. I was not diſpleaſed with myſelf 
for obſerving, that it had the ſtyle of the 
ſtatue at Charing-croſs, when I found. it was 
caſt by the ſame artiſt. | Tho' this gallery is 
very large, and quite full of pictures, it did 
not afford me ſo much amuſement as I ima- 
gined it would. It is chiefly filled with por- 
traits of founders of colleges, and benefactors 
to them, or men eminent for their learning. 
Their wigs, their” hablte, and che gravity of | 
their countenances, give a ſameneſs and for- 
mality to their appearance, which is by no 
more variety in it. But when we call reflec» 
tion to our aid, we are gratified at beholding 
the faces of men who have ſpent their lives 
in ſtudies, for the benefit of mankind, ad 
particularly in the ſcauſe of religion! 
It is true, the pictures of their. minds ha ve 
been handed down to poſterity in their works; 
take the -paing to become; acquainted with 
them in that way! How much then qught 
we to think ourſel ves indebted to the painter, 
who, as it were, comyeys to us, by a glance 


+ 
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of the eye, the ſouls of men thro' er 
tenances : or, as the poet —— | 


1+ 4 U - 
| Did ſtatues not ſuperbly 5 * 

© | To chieftains brave and ſov*reigns wie, 
And foal and breath to thoſe reſtore. 
Who life conſum'd in learning's lor. 
Nor Angelo's and Raphael's art 
To ſtone and colours life impartz,  _ , ' 

Of worthies gone we ſcarce ſhould bear, 
W boſe praiſe now dwells on every ear. ' | 
. + To wade thro' books in —— „ 45) 
Ihn ſome is folly, ſome pretence: Mr Aedoaed'h 
I The few alone can reaſon trace, | 
$A Bot bf cap reed the Balkan Bees, 
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In this: point of view it extiihs a very agree. 
able ſenſation to ſee the Amen of ſo _ 
learned and excellent nen. 

In the midſt of theſe men * peace and 
ſcience there is a ſtriking picture of that teſt- 
!eſs warrior, Charles the Twelfth, of Sweden, 
in a blue coat and braſs buttons. But there 
is one much more affecting, of Duns Scotus, 
who, it is ſaid, made 'a vow that he would 
take no nouriſhment till he had tranſſhted a 
certain portion of the ſcriptures ; and he was 
actually ſtarved to death before he accom- 
pliſhed his deſign. This picture repreſents 
2 him 
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him in the laſt ſtage of this dreadfal mortifi- 
cation. It is impoſſible to look upon him 
without a mixture of grief and reverence for 
ſuch a character, whoſe” piety and reſolution, 
had he lived in leſs ſuperſtitious times, might 
have made him Wr of 
the religion he profeſſe t. 

There are very ſew females in dis belle | 
tion. The moſt beautiful of them is Henrietta 
Maria, wife of Charles the Firſt. I cannot 
be tired of loolcing at her, for I think there 
never were greater ſenſe, ſweetneſs; ' and . 
beauty, united in 'a/ countenance, than there 
are in her's. Had ſhe been his miſtreſs-in- 
ſtead of his wife, her picture would be as 
much admired, and as n N Bare 


at H on Court. | $0. | (043% W 
wh; -ortbe ng to b che gallery, has 

in it little elſe but the uſual things that 
generally fill ſuch repoſitories, namely, books; 
no part of which did we eamine but the 
lettering | of the backs. I cannot recolle& 
how: many thouſand volumes it contains. I 
ſhall therefore only: ſay, that it is an immenſe 
number, and they occupy à great ſpace: 
Then are pittures in this place alſp i but they 
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are only of ſach exploded: things us kings 
and queens, and I am alugſ aſbamed ta be fo 
mean and grovelling as to mention them. But 
many of them are very curious, on account of 
their antiquity; and, I think, r are all 
that ever reigned in England.. 

I cannot quit the ſubject of ane 

out taking notice of thoſe on glaſs in Lincoln 
College. They repteſent, in an ifigenious 
and ſingular manner, the types and. anti- 
types of our Saviour, contraſted witch cach 
other; and ſtand thus be creation of man 
in Paradiſe, with the nativity of Jeſus Chriſt: 
The paſſing of the Iſraelites through: the 
Red Sea, and our Savicur's baptiſm: [The 
Jewiſh paſſover, and the Lord's ſupper: The 
elevation of the. brazen ſerpent in the wil 
derneſo, and Chriſt's cruciſixion: Jolas deli- 
vered out of the Whale's belly, and Chriſt's 
reſurrection: Elijah aſcending into heaven in 
the 1 chariot, ur our Saviour Weste. 
ſion. 1 4 9 

j - ae to ———O@@Þ— 
and. I am extremely fatigued with walking 
about, we only went into Ohriſt Church to 
_ a peep at that beautiful court, which I 
4 | have 
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have heard .ſo,,much; talked: of but prinein 
pally ta gratify,quaſclves,. and our friend Mr. 
Robinſon, with 4 ſight of the ſtatue of the 
Primate, of Ireland. I. hope I ſhall; be abe 
to give; you at accaunt of Chriſt Church ſome 
A from which RT Fans 
myſelf. 941 296 1111 Mat 1 Uns git * 

4-will tens stand an michans.ccllts 
ing you a piece of politeneſs I. met with/ ju 
a fe minutes, one to take another look at. 
the Primate, and the other to get a perſon d 
ſhew us ſome building. I was ſtanding in a 
verſity accoſted me, ſaying, they were taking 
degrees near where I then Was ; if liked to; 
ſce them, he would conduct me in- I could 
not but accept his civility; nen 
then coming up. joined uu. 

ng — at Oxford 
appeared to me fo. very ſingular, that I: cams 
not help fdeferibipg'it : At the upper and a 
the room, on. a raiſed platform they Vice 
Chancellot was ſitting in his robes, witty all 
the gentlemen in office. round Him, in thei 
proper habitt. & young acdemi⁰ was and 
e! ing 
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ing before this formidable gtoup, fepealing 
ſome Latin, in ſo low and timid a vöice, that! 
it was a profound ſecret to the ſpectators, 
When he ceaſed ſpeaking, the Proctors ſtarted 
foddenly from the Vice 'Chaneellot's ſide; or 
from behind his chair, I do not recollect 
which, and with haſty ſtrides went cloſo up to 
the youth, one on each ſide of him, as if going 
to chaſtiſe him! I began to tremble for the 

young man, Who himſelf ſeemed to look very 

much alarmed. But I was ſoon relieved 
from my fears, when, upon whiſpering ſome- 
thing in his car, they retired to their places as 
precipitately as they had left them. This was 
repeated ſix or ſeven times, whilſt we ſtaid 
and we were infotmed it would be ve 

many times more: ſo. we took our leave. 

I was much diverted with this N 
it appeared. But the dons who were with 
me looked ſo grave at my being ſo wicked as 
to fmile at the facred myſteries that were 
performing, I was ———— n 
ad: beg pardon for my offene. , 263 
Oxford is a — — mh 
I 17 this, I would have you underſtand, that 
I prefer Cambridge to all places in the world; 


Fea 
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Indeed it would be impoſſible to do other- 
wiſe, while we have ſo many intelligent and 
worthy friends there. But that Oxſord is 
magnificent, nobody cati deny q and tiey have 
a vaſt number of ſplendid. things to exhibit 
there. Yet Cambridge has the advantage 
even in ſome of thoſe points. They certainly 
have not at Oxford any thing to compare 
with King's" r Chapel, or Trinity Col- 
lege Court. And the ſenate houſe _ ex- 
ceeds their theatre. 

The academic dreſs is eee at 
Cambridge, with a few variations not worth 
marking. I was always partial to this habit, 
partieularly the ſquare cap, which, when put 
on with the point a little on one ſide of the 
forehead, in an eaſy manner, and the taſſel 
careleſsly flowing over the edge of it, is ex- 
tremely becoming, and has even more charms 
in it than there are in a cockade. Whether 
this preference proceeds from an idea that 
ſcience and; morality are to be found under 
the one, and ſuperficial accompliſhments and 
levity under the other, I know not ; nor will 
affect to deny, that a red coat and a cockade, 

rr F when 
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when poliſhed. manners and a knowledge of 
the world ave united. with chem, are perfectly 
agreeable. 
„ alle Oxford day. bam ace enfia. chic they 
have at Cambridge: they are not ina hurry 
to throw off that becqming and youthful 
ſquare cap as ſoon as they commence Maſters 
of Arts; well knowing, that in à cap they 
ſeem (ll to remain members of a community | 
to which it is an honour to belong. 
As I am now about to ſet, off for Blenheim, 
where I expect again to meet with more ta 
admire than I could deſcribe in gonna 
Tall give pms eve oe 1 0 
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* you have never ſeen Blenheim, and I 
have Meni to giye you an account of any 
thing I meet with that I think worthy'obſer- 
vation, I believe T cannot exerciſe my pen 
and your patience to more advantage than in 
an attempt to deſcribe it. It has been cle- 
brated already, both in proſe and verſe, by the 
ableſt writers. Vet, as I ſhall give you, my 
own ideas, and not other people's, I am not 
diſcouraged by its being a place fo well known, 
and ſo often deſcribed, I ſhall, however, 
only remark thoſe things that have made the 
greateſt impreſſion upon me, and with which 
at this moment my mind is ſo entirely .gccu- = 
pied, that it would be difficult, even if I 
wiſhed it, to draw tpſelf off from du to 
any other ſubject. 

We entered thro' a prodigious grand tri- 
umphal arch, erected by the firſt dutcheſs of 
Marlborough to the memory of the great 

2 duke. 
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duke. Over it is the following inſerip- 
tion: 


This gate was built, the year after the death of the 'moſt Iluftrious 
JOHN, DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH, 
By order of SAR AH, his moſt beloved Wife, 


Een I e eee 
| The vices of tis rat man to is cen epi | ; 


Wick he Docs by endl for «ling moment of is hr | 
| and ber affe8jon wo him, -_ 
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15 it -offible, after ſuch a teſtimony of Her 
tender and reſpectful affection for him, that 
we can give credit to the ſtory, though it has 
been often repeated, and pofitively aſſerted as | 
a fact, that ſhe carried him about with her i in 
the carriage, and made a public 1 peQacle,of 
him, at the time when he had entirely loſt his 
intellectual faculties ? Surely, if this was re- 
ally done, the motive muſt have been far dif- 
ferent from what is infinuated. She pofibly 
thought that air and exerciſe might, by de- 
grees, reſtore him; and that ſeeing objects 
which had before been familiar to him, would 
recal his ſcattered ideas. charity bids us n 
all things, wap believe all kgs, 

? Wen 
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When we had paſſed the portal; I ſeemed 
to be tranſported into à new world; ſuch a 
magnificent ſcene preſented itſelf all at ance 
to my raviſhed ſight. The palace; the park, 
the canal, the bridge, and à hundred other 
objects, ſtrack upon my ſenſes in à moment. 
was perfectly loſt in wonder, and ſhould 
ſcarcely have wiſhed to move from the ſpot, 
where I was almoſt transfixt z but the guide 
ſoon hurried us into the houſe.” Through 
that houſs, which would take a week to ſur - 
vey, you are dragged in an hout and per- 
haps, as it was our fate, to be obliged to fol- 
low a party; whoſe numerous abſurd queſtions 
to the perfon who conducts you prevents even 
the agrecable ideas in 3 rd 
ſhort ſtay rt. "dQ 
On entering it, Aren aa a m- 
perb arcade, you come to a grand hall, which 
is the height of the houſe; and at che top of 
the colonmade is a reſervoir, that ſupplies every 
part of | this immenſe building with water. 
Amongſt à number of ſtriking things in this 
room, are two ſtatues in bronze. The Venus 
de Medicis, and the Fawn. They are elegant 


r .colour of the bronze ill 
F 3 mo 
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ſuits with my idea of dhe Venus de Medicis, 
through whoſe veins, in the original ſtatue, 
they ſay, one may almoſt, ſee the hlood flow. 
On the ceiling is painted Viory; crowning 
the duke of Marlborough, and many S 
ornaments, too numerous to mention. 
|. Amongſt a number of fine, piures inch 
adjoining rm is a painting of monk ic, ha- 
bited like monks. I will make nocemmetts | 
upon this affront! to the clerical order: but J 
muſt allow they looked characteriſticallhy droli 
in their aſſumed gra vit: i 10. REY 
. | Many. of the apartments are hung with 
tapeſtry, which - reprefents | the battles - Won 
expectation - I have ſeen much finer. Ia 
one of them is the taking of marſhat/Tallard; 
but it is far inferior to the nn the 
chapel of the fame fact. ( Sb3-7s dwg 
There is a very large Birchaniies pics, - 
by Reubens, which is almoſt tos ſhocking to 
be looked at, and yet it is ſo ſtriking that I 
could not take my eyes from it all the time. 
was in the room where it was, It conſiſts of 
a numerous groupe of men and women, bigger 
than life, who have nothing but the human 
8 1 form 
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form to diſtinguiſn them from the tionſters 
that compoſe the court of Comus. The 
moſt diſguſt ing 6djeQs are the fernales : they 
have beauty; but it is much obſcured by the 
diſagreeublo fitwations into which their ĩntoxi- 
cation has "thrown them. They expoſe their 
perſons without tepugriinee or ſhame ; and 
ſeem to have very Rttie of the fex left; The 
moſt conſpicuous figure is à woman fallen on 
the ground in a ſte of inſenſfibility; and to- 
tally regardleſs of her parentab charge; for 2 
beautiful infant boy we appears evidently to 
be her own by the reſemblance he bears to 
her, and the inſtinct he'thews, has erept to- 
_ wards! her, and is ſucking the milk front her 
almoſt burſting breaſt. He is looking in her 
bloated fare with the innocence of à cherub. 
As the Laredeæmonians uſed to oblige dlieir 
llaves to de intoxicated; in order to ſhew this 
vice in its utmoſt deſormity to their children 
ſo 1 chinit every female who is gtiſty of it 
mould be led to this picture; and ſurely it 
would be: aw effectual dure. 1 have dwelt too 
long · on this diſagreeable ſubj ect and. will paſs 
Go * fang which-repre- 

3p gots fo 329992 ſenes 
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ſents human nature in 4 better . * 
view. . | 
There is a _— v bar eim as Genen * 
Firſt, by Vandyke. Though there are few 
collections that have not this unfortunate mo- 
narch in them, yet I always contemplate him 
with 87 degree of . melancholy. that borders 
upon affection. There is in his ouðtenance 
a dejection and ſeriouſneſs that ſeem prophetic | 
of his future fate. His Queen; ' Henrietta 
Maria, has the moſt perfect ſweetneſs in her 
face I ever beheld, and the ſtrongeſt expreſ- 
ſion of a brilliant underſtanding. Another 
very engaging picture is the dutcheſs of 
Buckingham and her childten. There are 
alſo Lord Henry Spencer, and Lady Charlotte 
in the character of a gipſey telling his for- 
tune, by Sir Joſhua Reynolds: but how far 
ſhort of the other paintings is this piece 
Perhaps, when mellowed by time, it may 
better accord with thoſe of older maſters. 
Reubens, his wife and child, beautifully done 
by himſelf, and a great number of pieces, by 
the firſt painters, adorn the whole houſe. 
To examine, much leſs to deſcribe, theſe 
maſter- pieces of art, would take more time 
| than 
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than I had for — them, or now haye for 
writing. Holy families, and ſcripture pieces 
of all kinds, abound... Many fine landſcapes, 
repreſentations of battles, and domeſtic ſoenes, 
arreſt the attention. The latter, when well 
repreſented, come home to every one's feel- 
ings and boſoms. Amongſt theſe are the fil 
duke and family, the next duke and his. fas 
mily, and a full length of the preſent duke, 
in his parliamentary robes. If he is as hand- 
ſome. as this picture repreſents him, woe be 
to thoſe who look too long; and if his ſon 
& reſembles him, we muſt pity poor Miſs Gun - 
ning, though we cannot approve. The pre- 
lent Suirhels too is a extremely beau- 
tiful. 60 „gde e e 
Though chal is an jad number, of 
apartments, yet they do not ſeem large. But 
perhaps the profuſion of ornaments with 
which they are decorated may have this effect. 
As it is impoſlible to remember bam ce 
room is furniſhed, I can only tell you they 
are all rich and ſpendid to a great degree. 


Thoſe which do not contain the tapeſtry that 
diſplays the duke s victotios, are hung with 
damaſk. of different colours, but chiefly blue 


Or 
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or ctimſon, and ornamented with dupa look 
ing-glaſſes and fplendid gildings. 
It is moſt incontrovertibly an amazing 
ſtructure. Yet I am informed, that ſome 
faſtidions people object to the- great quantity 
of military ornaments, the mixture of archi. 
tecture, and the difproportion and largeneſt 
of | ſome of the parts. Butely; martial orna- 
ments become the palace of 4 martiat anz 
eſpecially when it was erected for à monu- 
ment of his martial atchievements, and be- 
ſtowed upon him by his ſovereign, for the 
purpoſe of rewarding his military decds. 
As for the mixture of architecture, - that 
certainly gives it a variety, without which' fo 
large a building would be tame and eumbrous. 
I think Dr. Moore, in ſpeaking of the Apollo 
of - Belvedere, | fays, that ſome party of it are 
difptoportionably large; but this, far from 
being a blemiſh, gives to the — figure * 
principal grandeur and dignity. . 
Fhis accounts for N ab often 
wonder at, that a very large woman, with ir- 
regular features, 18 always more admired in 
public, than one, whoſe proportions and dek- 
excy are univerſally allowed to exceed in 
| beauty. 
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beauty. I have frequently obierved the faces 
of cheir ſtyle, and have Hundi that the adi 
ration they receive ariſes in great part from 
or a wide mouth, ſerye to make the fuce al. 
together more ſtriking, and give a grandeur 
to the contour, which features regular and de- 
licate often want. I; have even ſeen very 
handſome faces, chat reſemble matks: which 
are rendered ugly. by. the ſtrength or prom. 
nency of ſome one feature above the ret. 

_ \' Theſe obſetvations. anſwur tu buildings as 
well 28 10 the human face and figure, and 
prove that perfect ſymmetry does not coil 


tute beauty; that things may be handfoins, 
which will not bear the teſt of exact rules; 


and that even a degree of diſproportion, in an 
object of conſiderable magnitude, adds to the 
ſublimity of it. So a woman on a large ſcale 
and Blenheim houſe are charming, even in 
ſpite of all defects. It ſtands, and ever will 
do, a magnificent memorial of the duke's 
talents, and of royal gratitude. Its ornaments 
are ſo ipjendid, varied and glittering, that it 

reſembles 


rr 
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be caſtle, raiſed by the hand of 4 
fairy to reward a favourite knight, more than 
any thing deviſed 100 4 tene an 
” — being. lt 
; Having. before Jeſcribed 'Sindleford to you, 
— help obſerving; that it is a ſtriking 
contraſt to Blenheim. But it is ſuch a one 
as when the eye, dazzled with gazing at the 
ſup, falls on the ſoft green of à beautiful 
lawn, upon which it may reſt, for ever with- 
out ſatiety or wearineſb. At 8 the mind 
life rational and happy. At B- it is fa- 
tigued with contemplating objects, that ſeem 
| n enn GY 
to be real. 7 7 
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I « HAVE already given you as long an account 
of the houſe at Blenheim, as my time would 
allow. But I omitted the beſt thing in it, 
which in my opinion ĩs the ſculpture by Ryſ- 
brack, under the monument to the memory 
of the great duke, in the chapel. It * 
ſents the taking of marſhal Tallatd. 3 

Neither did I mention the library, which 
alone deſerves the moſt minute attention. It 
js ſupported by ſuperb marble pillars, is two 
hundred feet long, and contains twenty thou- 
ſand volumes. At the upper end of it is a 
very fine ſtatue of Queen Anne; and though 
at the firſt view it may appear rather a ſtiff 
figure, Jet every part of it is ſo accurately 
finiſhed, that I believe the moſt exact perſon 


alive could not find a fault in it. The folds 
of her robes, you think, you can lift up ; and 
the . * which almoſt every part of her 

dreſs 
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dreſs is adorned, is ſo exquiſitely delicate, that 
a maker of real point lace need not be aſhamed 
to copy it. The fringe upon her petticoat 
_ ſeems to move with every breeze; and the 
elegant ceſtus-about her waiſt is faſtened with 
taſſels, that fall as eaſy as if compoſed of filk 
of Arachne's/ own ſpinning, I do not believg 
that even Criſpin himſelf could find OH | 
in any part of his art -. SF 
And now I come to that ud pere 
of ſculpture, in baſſo-relievo, by the fame ar- 
ut, of the ſurrender of marſhal Tallard. I 
is the moſt expreſſive and affecting thing 1 
ever ſaw, - It repreſents him when taken pti- 
ſoner, and juſt brought to the duke, in the 
act of delivering up his ſword, with 4 num. 
ber of French and Engliſh officers ftandin 
round them. The expreſſton is very fine 
the faces of the whole groupe, büt in the 
countenances of the duke of Marlbotough 
| and of marſhal Tallard it is indleſcribable: 
They are both on horſeback. Tallard rides 
up to the duke with that firmneſs, which be⸗ 
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comes 2 great man fallen, yet with a reſpect» 
ful and fomewhat,of an admiring attention 
towards his, canguerar, Lie ſeems almoſt to 
ſay, If I muſt be ſubdued, it is by;you alone ] 

can ſubmit. to be ſo. There is a manly yet 
died ſoftneſs in his look, that makes you 
pity, and admire him at the ſame inſtant; and 
you can hardly farbear both to envy the great- 
neſs. of his mind, and to deplore his fate, The 
duke takes the {word with an unaſſuming and 
graceful dignity, whilt his eye ſuryeys the 
marſhal with a tenderoefs due ta, an unfortu- 
nate friend, rather than with the, exultation 
of a cqngueror. ,; What a vght muſt it have 
been to have ſcen thaſe tyo great mon meet 
thus ;; when the very repreſentation of it in 
marble has baer, an effekt upon the im 
gination ! 

It always appeared to me tobe a ange 
incopgruity in the heroes of Hamer, that they 
ſo , cruelly. inſulted, one another by. actions 
boys Gs eh ge, which we ſhould | now | think 

w a. common ſoldier. And yet ſome peo- 
ole di Petr ou they had generous and 
lofty. ſouls ; but all is ſolved into, © they were 
the mannes of the times,” aud with this re- 
r ply 
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ply you are to ſit down and be ſatisfied. How 
much more worthy. imitation is the refine- 
ment of manners, which oed its origin to 
chivalry! We find an carly inſtance of this, 
when Richard Cœur de Lion was ill in Paleſ. 
tine, and longed ſor fruit and ice. He ſent fot 
them to Saladin, and they were immediately 
given him. Richard in return was equally 
bountiful, and entertained the Sultan's people 
magnificently. Theſe, I think, are ſufficient 
proofs, that war betwixt men, who have real 
greatneſs of mind, never extinguiſhes hume- | 
nity.— But T muſt return to Blenheim. -- 

The firſt approach to it is aſtoniſhingly 
fine, The park, the grounds, and gardens 
diſplay before you a new creation. I ſhall 
try to give you ſome idea of them, being juſt _ 
returned from our evening's ride round them, 
It has been the moſt. favourable weather that 
it was poſlible to be; and we have taken 
every advantage of it, with a guide to direct 
the attention to thoſe points of view, in which 
each object may be beſt ſeen. 

The river, which is the ſupreme beauty of 
the whole, and 1 is the grandeſt piece of artifi- 


cial water that can be conceived, varies its 
* ſhape 
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ſhape and appearange ſo often, and io naturally, 
that it is hard to perſuade. one's ſelf it is the 
work of art; it ſeems to haye been originally 
there, and that the ſpot upon which Blen- 


heim caſtle was to be built,” was choſen for 


Raden 


the ſhe of it. But. on the contrary, it yes 
the preſent. duke bo added, at a. yaſt expenſe, 
the greateſt part of this laſt beſt e 

The bridge over it is cignificent.*"- 8 
Every ſtep you ride Preſents you” with 
ſomething ſublimely friking. Now a gtove, 
with holy ſpires and rural villages peeping 
through! it ; then a grand viſta, termitiated 
by a temple or un _abrique Nawe. But 
the moſt intereſting object i is the pillar on 
which the victories of the great duke of 
Marlborough are recorded. Thee is like- 
wiſe a grand cafcade ; in the baſon which 
receives the water that flows from it, is an 
exquiſitely beautiful fountain: it is ſituated 
in a dell, upon which you come almoſt" un · 
awares, and is as fine a piece of ſculptute as 
the chizel ever entered. It is compoſed 
principally of four river- gods, who are reclin- 
ä ing upon the ſide of the fountain, and repre- 
ſent che Nile, the Rhine, the Danube, and 
G © the 
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the Tiber. It was fl kit plan bf u fouifraſii fn 
ſome refptas fimilar to this, chat Prior Wrote 

the * beautiful inſeription * 19 Ae 
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I am greatly mortified at not deing able to 
wander in thoſe celebrated and romantic Paths, 
rendered ſacred by being the favourite retire- 
ment of ſ may kings and princes. These 
are nat, the ſmalleſt remaing, of the palace of 
Ethelbert, the retreat of Alfred, or the birth; 
plage of the Black Prince, I. confeſs, /1 
ſhould not have thought myſelf contaminated, 
if I could haye taken a peep, into that guilty 
bower, where it is ſaid Fair Roſamond | refided; 
but, nat a trace of it is left. T ſolitaty 
elms now; mark the ſpotz, - If I credited, the 
Rorica of metamorphoſes, I ſhould certainly 
believe them to be Henry and Roſamond. Fun 

J forget to tell you, that I fat out with 
may emo gentlemen, Mr M---and Mr. Res. 
to walk round the grounds, or gardens as 


Shy are called, for no carriage is hee 
- Ve 
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drive in thoſe places. But I ſoon found my- 
ſelf wnequat' to the undertaking'; thay are of 
ſuch vaſt extent. 80 whilſt. che benüux pur- 
ſued heir walk, I explored the floweragarden. 
I wasn ſome degree of trepiddtion; ill Thad 
pot out ef it and approattied near the houſe, 
for the diſtunoe from it id very great and as 
there is a numbet of parties walking, it had 
rather'ian appkarauce of ſinguletity for a fe- 
male td be ſden by herſelf, in a ſodluded part 
of the garden“ When I get near the ſouth 
front; I ſented myſelf under a majeſtic oak, 
and there contemplated, with the ſtoret 
triumph of an Engliſhwoman, a noble buſt of 
Louis the Fourtoenth, taken from che gates 
of Tournay. The flower - garden is the moſt 
curious and delicious place I was ever in; 
On approaching or paſſing near it, you would 
take it for a thick prove, it is ſo ſurwunded 
and concealed by trees; and within is a ſereen 
of ſuch very tall ones, that they ſeem to reach 
the ſkies. | They ſtand ſo eloſe, they' arg 
quite impervious ; and the entrance is fearcely 
diſcernible;-' Perhaps à ſtranger could not find 
it without A [clue ; ſo that one might very 
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in which the Roſe of the World was incloſed. 
It is filled with flowers of every hue and 
every climate, that mix their aromatic odgurs, 
- which: cannot eſcape to © waſte their (weet- 
neſs in the deſert air. They are almaſt top 
powerful for mortal ſenſes.” The trees riſe 
perpendieularly, and are kept cloſe cut within; 
ſo that not a ſingle twig dare ſhoot out, to 
aſſault the moſt tender bud. The ſun darts 
vertically down upon them, and revels amid 
inexhauſtible beauty. It put me in mind of 
an eaſtern harem, where every female diſplays 
the utmoſt of her charms, in hope of attract- 
ing the attention of theaſultan. Thus theſe 
favourites of the hour open their beautiful 
eyes, and expand their delicate leaves, to at- 
tract the notice of the god of day. The bees 
too load their waxen thighs with honey, and 
rifle every flower; yet do not diminiſh their 
never-ending ſweets. . 
They tell us, that this Grants Gall ſpot 
occupies an acre of ground: but, like the rooms 
of the houſe, it does not appear half as large 
as it really is, it is crowded with ſuch a variety 
of gay objects. In the centre of it is an obe- 
liſk of porphyry, with four marble urns round 
WE 4 | it, 
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it, which are filled with flowers. There are 
a thouſand ſmall beds or parterres, in the old 
French ſtyle, in the varied ſhapes of angles, 
ſquares, a and circles. Theſe form each a ſee. 
parate noſegay of the richeſt colours and 
ſcents. I uſed to laugh at ſuch falſe taſte, as 
I then» thought it. But into what errors 
does ignorance lead us | If I had now a piece 
of ground to lay out no bigger than a ſhawl, 
it ſhould have a flower-garden in it. — There 
is an elegant temple dedicated to Flora, which 
in the winter ſhelters the oranges, myrtles, 
and other exotics, that in the ſummer fill up 
the bare ſtems of the tall trees, which ſur· 
round the inner eee 
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10 
tl —— . July lbs, un k- 
en very /atiguing day, ſpent in the 
pleafiire of ſeeing Blenheim, and all' the ule- 
gant things it contains, you will, 1 hope, make- 
ſome allowante for eyes tired with ſeeing, 
For in this I muſt differ from Solomon, who, 
I think, ſays, that the eye is never weary of 
ſeeing, Blenheim and its delights are too nu- 
merous for me to deſcribe. 1 ſhall Nay 
that for Mr. M. R - - to do. 
Perhaps to minds as well filled with hiſtory 
as yours, the idea of its being the birth-place 
of the Black Prince, and the celebrated 
bower of Roſamond, would not be the leaſt 
of its recommendations, But I aſſure you 
there are no veſtiges of the palace in which 
that hero firſt ſaw the light, nor any traces of 
that guilty labyrinth, where fair Roſamond 
was concealed—ſome one of more chaſtity 
than taſte has rooted it up, 
4 A X 1 
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As Woodſtock is a place ſamohs for its mas 
nufactuge of gloves, ſuch as Roſamond might 
have worn, and ſuch-as;the-dutebeſh: of Mat- 
borough. is painted. graciouſly teceiring from 
a Woodſtock girl, I hope you : will: accept 
each a pair from me. But 1 beg you will 
not let your ideas carry you back 10 the age 
of chivalry, and fancy that I mean ta hto 
the | gauntlet down. That, you know, -was 
only one glove; but a pair is always emble- 
matic of friendſhip ;- and as ſuch, I hope; you 
will look upon this ſmall token and believe 
me, dear ladies, moſt fincerely yours. 


1 xIL. 
To My. INE 1 


50 © Nontleach Jul 1. 1791 
Wh we had bidden you farewell, and 
left you to enjoy your repoſe in the bowers/of 
Woodſtock, we purſued our ſolitary journey, 
and bruſhed away the dew of one of the 
* * that heaven ever gave. Vi- 
G 4 ſiting 
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ſiting Oxford and Blenheim, and being hur- 
ried' from one ſplendid: object to another, 
without the power of viewing any thing at 
my leifure, added to the extreme heat of the 
weather, has made me ſo perfectly tired of 
ſeeing ſights, that I do not even envy you your 
return to Oxford this evoning, W 1 * 
it ſo charming a place. 

The country on this ſide Woodſtock is 
pleaſant, and cultivated ; but there is no 
ſtriking or bold feature to diſtinguiſh it from 
any other, where nature has given little elſe 
but a good ſail, Its being near one of the 
ſeats of learning, has drawn together a num- 
ber of noblemen and gentry, who, with the 
united efforts of fortune and taſte, have im- 
proved every ſpot, 

About both Blenheim and Oxford the 
country is flat; but all poſſible advantage is 
taken of the leaſt riſing in the ground, and 
it is ornamented to the higheſt degree it is ca- 
pable of. Even the meadows of Oxford have 
ſomewhat in them that appears very much 
like marſhes, but they are rendered ever 
beautiful and verdant by the bards who have 
ſo often and ſo E celebrated them. 

When 
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ben I read Warton's poettis, 1 though 


that the Cherwell and the Iſis muſt be the 


moſt beautiful rivers in the world. Faſei-· 
nated in the ſame manner, you think that 
Cleopatra and Helen ate far ſuperior to the 
women of theſe days. Believe me, it was 
their good fortune to have ſuperior poets to 
ſing their praiſes, for the one was a gipſey, and 
the other no chicken. To ſay the truth: 
theſe few days paſt I have been dazzled by 
the : ſplendour that every where ſurrounded 
me. But now the gay viſion is over, and L 
begin to look forward to my tour into Wales, 
where nature reigns ſupreme, and moods. no 
decoration. 

I was going to tell you that wo got to 
Whitney this morning, before any body .in 
the town was up, except a few of the com- 
mon people. After we had paſſed the bridge, 


we ſtopped to enquire for our friend Mrs. A. 


F-- -'s houſe. A young lady, who had riſen 
with the lark, hearing us from her chamber- 
window, came down, and in the moſt friendly 
manner invited us to alight, and go into her 
houſe, till ſhe could ſend to my friend, whoſe 


family 


L 
; 
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family, were all. in bed., 1; was. very glad to 
aceępt this amiable girl's civility, for it would, 
have been very uapleaſang. 0 ſit in the ears, 
Tiage till Mrs. F.= -:n,20d; her family were, 
rouſed. Such accidental attentions, as theſe 
make more agreeable impreſſions on the mind, 
way th en * the moſt n 
ks » comelineh of form, or ſhipe, . 9017 

* eee -e v1) 
50 1 e, 


Though, let n me del you, this young. lady w was 
not deficient i in external charms. 

My friend's doors being opened, \ we took 
leave of our fair entertainer, and n met del with a 
very kind reception from Mrs. F- - -. A8 our 
viſit was unexpected, and I had ſeen ber but 
once ſince her huſband's death, our mecting 
was melancholy. It could not fail to brin 
to the recollection of us both the many happy 
hours I had ſpent in her family, when he, 
who was one of the firſt of men, took delight 
in converſing with us, and would convey to 
our underſtandings the moſt abſtruſe things in 

the 
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the, moſt eaſy and intelligible, manner ®. , In 
him I loſt a friend, whom I loved from my 
youth, What muſt ſhe have loſt, who loſt the, 
huſband of her youth, the companion af her 
more adyanced years, and the parent. A POM 
tector of her children! 80 
Whitney is a very pretty place, and Sinks - 
to have a gente] re Mrs. , 2. 


the wife of your friend 1 

ally makes it her ;. 2d e 
told, that her daughters, not 25. t 

her there. Their attention makes her very 
happy, as does likewiſe the figure they cut in 

polite life, 

Mr. M27 3 to Hane al Mrs, 
F--- and myſelf intended to follow him; 
but I took up ſo much time in ablutions from 
the duſt of travelling, that we were too late 
to go in, ſo we contented ourſelyes with lean- 
ing againſt a grave-ſtone, and liſtening to the 
ſinging, which ſounded extremely agreeable, 
We walked round the parſonage-houle} that, 
was near the church: t.is pleaſantly ei 
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and every advantage is taken in R out the 
garden and grounds, and in fronting the houſe 
to have a complete view of them. This, as 
'T have already faid, gives all the ſituations in 
this country a ſtyle, to which the country, 
unadorned, would have no pretenſions. . 
Aſter the toil of viewing fine things, to 
ſpend fo tranquil a day in the ſociety of a 
very valuable friend, is a gratification of the 
hisbeſt kind ;,though 4b would: be difficult to 
deſcribe it, becauſe it is of that nature which 
depends ſolely on the feelings of the heart. 
Vet it as far ſurpaſſes every enjoyment that 
can be taken in at the eye, as to indulge the 
diftates of a fincere affection "exceeds all 
earthly grandeur. At the cloſe of this pleaſ- 
ing penſive day we got into our chaiſe to ſet 
off for this place. My friend, her amiable 
niece, and infant grand-daughter, who ſoothes 
her lonely hours, all ſtood round us, and fol- 
lowed us with their Lind looks, * we were 
out of ſight. 
It was the hotteſt evening I ever felt; not 
a breath of air ſtirring, not even a leaf moved: 
the people were all fitting at their doors, look - 
ing at the heavens, in awful filence, as if they 


expected 


MILFORD HAVEN. 93 


expected a ſign, a meteor, or an earthquake; 
the hirds went to their neſta, and the moſt 
profound ſtillneſs reigned every where. This 
perfectly accorded with the temper of mind 
in which I then was; but we were not with» 
out a conſiderable deal of apprehenſion, leſt 
we. ſhould be overtaken by a thunder-ſtorm. . 
The country. was rather open, and very thinly 
ſcattered with houſes or cottages, and to take 
ſhelter under a tree is very dangerous. Ay 
length ſuch volumes of black clouds gathered 
behind us, that they even darkened the air; 
and ſeemed to be about to envelope us within 
them every moment. Our little horſe, though 
exceedingly heated, kept running on very faſt. 
Still theſe tremendous clouds purſued us as faſt 
as we fled from them, and ſometimes they 
had quite overtaken us; ſo that we gave up 
the conteſt, and prepared, as well as we could, 
to receive the contents of them: but our 
horſe again took wing, and flew, as if ſenſible 
of the impending danger. The clouds conti- 
nued to roll over one another in endleſs ſuc- 
ceſſion. They ſometimes let us eſcape for a 
little way, but it was only to purſue us with 
more — ; and they really appeared to be 

ſporting 
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ſporting with our apprehenſions. In this 
manner we have travelled fixtoen miles; and, 
not to keep you longer in ſuſpenſe about our 
fate, I have the pleaſure to tell you, we are 
ſafely houſed in a comfortable _ wide 4 dos 
good ſuppet before uus. 
_ - I always' enquire, / bebe 4570 de any 
thing worth ſeeing in the towns through 
which we paſs, and what gentlemen live in 
the neighbourhoud. We are informed, that 
within two miles is a ſeat of Lord Ched- 
worth 's, Howel Park. I ſhould like to take 
4 look at it; but being now ſo completely un- 
der cover, I dare not venture out again, for 
fear of encountering the orm that bai TY 
threatened us. 


Adieu. - 
I 
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4 ,clouds.cupon.tyhich- 1 -deſcanted, ſa 
feelingiy laſt night, are now diſcharging all 
their, fury, and detain ns here. - This-L am 
not at all ſocry for, asg it, will give mg an 
opportunity of ſeeing the place,, which. has 
been rendered ſo famous by his eajeRy's: pary 
tiality to it. But we every minute; regret, 
that you did not come hither with us; ſot 
we have eee ** going: ak 
ball, % e ono tw 
When.1 defired — ad rhodn'es 
ſhew me a room to dreſs and: ſleep in, they 
put me into one directly over the kitchen, 
the floor of which was ſo extremely hot, that 
it was like walking upon burning plough- 


ſhares. As I did not wiſh to be put into the 
calendar for a ſaint, I begged leave to de- 
cline this fiery trial. It was made ten times 


more 


95 1 TOUR T0 7 f 

more intolerable by a cruel wretch of a boy, 
who had got ſome jackdaws in a cage directly 
under the window. Amongſt other tortures, 
which his inquiſitorial diſpoſition had in- 
vented, he was applying ſcalding water, to 
their thirſty beaks and crampt feet, to make 
them ſquall and jump about: this added 
exceſſively to my diſtreſs, and I have even 
now the ſcreams of the poor things in my 
ears. However, upon exerting myſelf very 
much, I was removed to a room up two Pair 
of ſtairs, where I dreſſed. They procured i me 
a'ſrizeur, who, I believe, had never operated 
upon a head before, but I did not care much 
for that; ſo I popped into a chair, and to the 
ball room we fallied. - The maſter of the 'ce- 
remonies accoſted us politely, and enquired, 
whether we were come to ſtay, or were only 
en paſſant ; we replied the latter. The room 
ſeemed to me to be very thin; but I know 
not what number is thought to conſtitute 'a 
full room at Cheltenham. It is in itſelf deli- 
_ eately neat, and its decorations are perfectly 
genteel. But as we neither ' danced, not 
played at cards, nor found a fingle foul we 
* we very ſoon grew tired; and after 
walking 
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walking about ſome time, looking over a 
rubber at whiſt, and drinking coffee, I was 
glad to withdraw, entirely agepicg . with a 
Cheltenham ball. 

On our return to the i inn, I was * at a 
loſs to account for the extraordinary buſtle 
I occaſioned, and the profound reſpect that 
was paid me. A very macaroni waiter, with 
a ſilver candleſtick in each hand, lighted us 
up ſtairs into an elegant dining-room highly 
illuminated, in which a table was ſpread for 
a large party. Mr. M.- - - - obſerved to the 
man, that this was not our room; but he, 
with a reſpectful bow, aſſured him it was; 
and we remained in it ſome minutes. How- 
ever, before I had time to enquire the cauſe 
of this wonderful change in the elegance of 
our apartment, the miſtreſs of the houſe came 
up, almoſt out of breath, begging a hundred 
pardons, and ſaid, the room was appropriated 
to Governor. Haſtings, for whoſe lady they 
took me. , So we were lighted down, ſtairs 
again with ſomewhat leſs ceremony. than we 
were uſhered up; though, to do the people 
juſtice, not without civility, As I have never 


ſeen Mrs. Haſtings, I cannot. tell, whether 
© H being | 
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being taken for her was any contplineat, 
bat it occaſioned us a good laugh; and Mr. 
M - - was very merry about it, cutting 
many jokes upon my drefs and appearance. 
Amongſt other things, he ſaid, the miſtake 
was owing to my having ſuch gay plumage 
upon my head, which none but the birds of 
the Indies could ſupply. _. 

We have juſt taken a walk through the 
town, which is one ſpacious new-built ſtreet. 
We went to the ſpa alſo. There is a very 
handſome long-room where the company 
walk when the weather is wet, When it is 
dry and fine they prefer ſome walks that are 
near it, which are appropriated to that pur- 
poſe, Here you meet every body, and chat 
and make parties for the enſuing evening, 
I never ſaw more pretty women in ſo ſmall a 
circle; there were a great many handſome 
men too. We perhaps appeared very forlorn 
beings amongft this ſociable groupe ; for they 
all ſeemed to have acquaintance, and we had 
nobody to whom we could communicate our 
ſentuments, But the comparifon which we 
were inclined to make, was not to our own 
diſadvantage; for, except when they-meet at 

i the 
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the balls or in the walks, every body here 
ſcems ſo much at a loſs for ſomething to do, 
that I could ſcarcely forbear yawning when I 
looked at them, particularly the men, who 
ſaunter up and dawn the ſtreet continually. 
I am glad that I am fo. ſoon to take my 
leave for Forthampton ; where I expect to 
meet with pleaſure that never palls, real 
politeneſs and intelligent convermtion. I 
have no doubt but Cheltenham may be made 
a very agreeable place, when you haue a 
party of friends to join with you in the 
amuſements of it; but without that, 4{ppoogle 
of our turn, it is mightily inſi pid. | 


Farewell. 
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LIT TIN XIV. - 
To Mr. 3—2 22 


„ . / . Forthampton, July 20, 1791. 
1. 4411 dedicate this morning to giving you 
ſome account of this charming place. Vou 
can hardly conceive the pleaſure it was to us 
to ſee faces that ſmiled upon us, after having 
been detained by the tain at Cheltenham for 
two days, and being gaped at by people who 
neither cared for us nor we for them. Though 
every countenance here is familiar to me, yet 
the objects are all new ; ſo that I feel like one 
who is got into a far country, and has un- 
expectedly found friends in the midſt of it. 
I cannot forbear telling you, what a great 
fright J was in, at crofling a ferry not fifty 
yards over. The horſe was as fooliſh as my- 
ſelf ; the poor creature ſtood trembling every 
nerve all the time he was in the boat. 
The roads from Cheltenham hither are very 
bad; and the rain that had fallen had not 
mended them. Some way after we had paſſed 
Cheltenham, the Malvern hills began to riſe 
before 


** 
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before. us. But as. theſe are no mare than 
mole-hills compared with what I expect to 
ſee in Wales, I e Ae e Kae 


them. . 


9 1 


Laſt night, = whole: Grady, ape: 
with us to a thatched ſummer-houſe, about 


half a mile from the houſe, erocted for a reſt» 
ing place; where you may fit, and enjoy to 


great advantage a a very fine” view: 1 * nf 


Sn a a a 


a good view, of Temkeſbury which, is abou 
mile diſtant. Though 5 


a very hilly one, yet the ground riſes and falls 


in ſuch a pleaſing manner 40 ko ive great 
variety to 1 The Severn. widds s ſweetly 
through the valley, and a numbet; of ſmall 
veſſels are continually paſſing / and are a very 
great addition to the beauty of the ſcene. A 
e e cog 
the ſeape, [ od} '2i borgan {238 
Whenever a 'place 1 "has n con ootated 15 
fame, W apy remarkable events 555 858 
place in, it, it immediately becomes 
of curioſity, and 'veheration, Ia this Tale 
was a famous attle fought, in which Henry 
the Third hs nearly loſt his fe : and one 
| * an * 


94 


WY 
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much more £6, in the quarrels between ths 
Bbults ö YOHk ant! LARGE. The vety 
ſpot whete tis Butcte Wis fight upotr the 
| plains of Tewkeſbury is diſtinguiſhed by 4 
white witdinilf, and is to tHis day called The 
Woody Field. Upon theſe banks bf the Se⸗ 
vern Hike wiſe Mortimer received 


Ii fingle oppo „ 
: ARYL kay 524 
m changing hurdiivent with Gleadower: nip alin 
| Three times they bregth'd,4ndhree times dil they drink 
rr ny tots Wir 
6” 1 with their Cie, 
Rai fearkiully al et embůng reeds, 
| hs 6s by rye, FA 
n 


been 1. a 


* 
— 


ap; to iu 8 to 222 Aber 
es named it the Beehive 3 which, 1 in its 
pe, ftraw covering, and ruſtic fim phicity, it it 

== 5 fuck reſembles. But this, which con- 
ſlitutes 3 its real beauty, has g given mich offence 
to ſome wealthy fradeſman of Tewkeſbury. 
He has taken the liberty. to defort the imp le 
| 4able within it, by writing his opinion of this 
melegant 
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inelegant retreat, as he imagines it - think be 
ſays, * That homely cell might ſuit a hermit, 
but is every way unworthy the taſte and ſplon- 
dor of a bp and a man of large fortune. 
I ſuppoſe he would have bad it like a Chineſe 
pagoda, with gallery above gallery tall they reach 
the ſkies, and, no doubt, hung with bells, and 
fincly gilded, to make it an obi babe o | 
at, not a place to look from. 
We faw one very remarkable thing whilt 
fitting there, at which you will be ſarprized 
as much as we were; that was, men in boats 
fiſhing for coals. I aſſure you, this is a fac. 
A number of people make it their, huſineſt to 
follow the coal barges, and tale up in nets the 
will not believe this could be worth any one's : 
while; but they certainly find it a profitable 
ere br it would not be puriped, i 
cagetly. 2 ah 

The houſe is x very excellent ono, though 
it makes very little thew ; for its Gitontion ig 
rather low, and the frant is not regular. Lake 
Mrs. M- -'s, it was formerly a priory ;- but it 
preſerves nothing of its original Gothic ſtyle. 
Te wy politely ſhewed TE ON 

H 4 | t 
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It is perfectly commodious, and there is a vaſt 
number of bed-rooms. - The offices are ex- 
tenſive and convenient. On the right hand 
ſide of a neat hall is a long dining parlour, one 
end of which is ſupported by light pillars ; for 
it has been two different rooms, but they now: 
make a handſome apartment thus united. On 
the other fide of the hall is a ſmall drawing- 
room, elegantly fitted up, 'and covered with 
fine prints, ſuch as afford a conſtant fund of 
entertainment, and always furniſh the mind 
with a ſucceſſion of the moſt agrecable ideas. 4 
There is a' very ſtriking print in the dining 
ei] of the meeting of Henry the Eighth 
and Francis the Firſt. The place where they 
met was called, The Field of the Cloth of 
Sold. What renders it extremely curious, is; 
that they are repreſented in many different 
ſituations in the ſame piece. If you wiſh to 
ſee a particular deſcription of the ſplendor of 
their entertainments, the preſents they made 
each other, the richneſs of their dreſſes, and 
the magnificence of their tilts and tourna- 
ments, you will find it in Hume. - This print 
coſt ſix hundred pounds—three the drawing, 
and three the engraving. | 


| Above 
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Above ſtairs there is a charming drefſing- 
room, with a large bow-window, which takes 
in a delightful proſpet. The moſt conſpicu- 
ous object in it is the tower of Tewkeſbury 
church, which is ſituated in fuch a manner 
that you can ſcarcely believe it to be a real 
church, but a beautiful ſtructure, placed there 
for an object to be ſeen from Fotthampton. 
From this window we juſt catch a glitnpſe of 
ſome veſſels, that now and then glide paſt. 
They, come very near the grounds; but the 
trees artfully, intercept them, and 'the water 
is @ low that we do not ſee it. "Theſe er- 
cumſtances make it ſeem as if there was ſome- 
thing of magic in the moving picture: se 
| I have to write to R-=-, And th hum I muſt 
refer you for the remainder of my abevuiit of 
this place. It would be too tireſome 10 de- 
{cribe the e fame things over twice. 
40 Ree Ae. 
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 Forthampton, Jay 20 2791. 

W. . here yeſterday, and were re- 
ceived with great cordiality. It is as pleaſant 
a ſituation as can poſſibly be conceiyed, and 
totally different from the dull ſameneſs that 
pervades every part of Cambridgethire. Thave 
already written a long letter to B=, but 1 
could find ſubjects ſufficient to fill anothet 
| ſheet, would my time admit of it, in deſcrib< 
ing the richnefs of the country and the beauty 
of its rural ſcenery. It is a crawded | ifture ; 
bus then, it js crowded with. fuch kind of oh; 
jects, that it. does not l vou to examine, 
or to dyrell upon ti e 

The biſhop's 3 are not extenſive; but 
they are pictureſque, and perfectly accord with 
the ſtyle of the ſurrounding country. On 
the lawn before the houſe there are ſome of 
the handſomeſt elms I ever ſaw; and in a 
plantation, which is ſeen from the windows, 


the trees and ſhrubs have ſuch a variety of 
different 


* 
HS tt» 
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aiffertnt gteens, and blend their titits o w6n- 
derfully well together, they plainly Thew they 
were placed there by no eotnmion and. He 
who planted them mult have been ts welt at 
quainted with the effect they would have, as 
a painter is with a landſcape, before hs puts 
his bruſh to the canvas. A bridge of 2 plain 
but elegant conſtruction is a very natural or- 
nament over a rivulet, that paſſes through ] 
part of the grounds. 

The flower-garden particularly engages my 
attention, for five I have boen at Blenheim I 
dream of beds of roſes. It is ſmall, compared 
with that at B- and the flowers are not 
confined to parterres, as they are there. But, 
for its five, it is as profuſe of fiveets.” 
beds run in parallel Ines, and Rang u Uitthe 
ſhelving downträtde; fo that the Were E 
of thethfelyes to have choſent che Met, fer th 
Make LOWE mee "Hae U g derwh 
the Nope.” ry He 

Bob dat bh kuba 4000 upon this 
plate abe all fts beanties; and fnbſt en 
the pleuſutes vf it in the minds dye ef very 
one why viſits here, is the perfect harmony 
thac reigns through every patt of it; "R 
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it an humble ſtructure, I might call i it the 
Houſe of Content, as Miſs Eliza has already 
named it. But I may with. juſtice Fe in the 
words of Thompſon, we here find * 


An elegant ſufficiency, content, fro 3 an ; hip 
Tate and alternate ſtudy, uſeful life, 0 
; Progreflive virtue, and approving heaven. | 
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Be d our viſit at Forthampton, we 
ſet out very carly this morning for Malyern. 
It was recommended to us to turn aſide, and 
take a look at theſe extraordinary hills, before 
I faw the Welch mountains; and we are not 
ſorry for, having taken our friends advice, 
though it was near being attended with fatal 
conſequences to me. The road from Forth- 
ampton is charming, and the morning, is ſo 
Amis. That tract of country which, is de- 
naminated 
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nominated Malvern is a very long ridge of 
high hills, that riſe entirely out of a plain, 
and extend ten or twelve miles in length, 
without any others near them. All the adja- 
cent parts for twenty miles round, on the 
Glouceſter and Worceſter ſide, are entirely 
flat. About 4 third of the way up them there 
is a pure and ſalubrious ſpring. This, joined 
with the ſingularity of the ſituation, the extent 
and beauty of the proſpect beneath, makes it a 


place of public reſort. A large houſe, ſituated 


under the ſhelter of a part of theſe hills, but 
a conſiderable way from the bottom, is built 
for the tion of bathers. 
We were cautioned by our friends at Forth- 
ampton to beware of a ſharp turn near à pre- 
cipice, that is a part of the hill which is more 
| ſteep than ordinary, and which turns ſhort'to 
lead up to the houſe. Mr. M, finding the 
hill was high and the weather very hot, äs 
was his cuſtom, got out of the chaiſe to walk, 
and let mie drive up. I went on very leiſutely, 


and, I thought, cautiouſly too. But ben 1 


came near this place, he called to me to ſtop. 


J. ſuppoſing/him to be behind me, ſuddenly 
drew the chaiſe back; ſo chat 1 was on the 
2 
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edge of this tremendous declivity in a m- 
ment. Rut the horſe, who is à very ſenſible 
creature, as if aware of the danger, ſtood 
-quite till; and by chis moſt provideatial cir- 
oymſtance my life, in all probability, was pre- 
ſerved. Tou may imagine, we were {ome 
time before we regpyered our uſyal come 
poſure of mind; and were very glad to alight, 
and find ſeveral parties at breakfaſt in an ele- 
gant large room, fitted up for the uſe of the = 
company. We ordered our repaſt ; ; and after 
the refreſhment which that afforded us, we 
found our ſpirits much recruit. 

It is ſomewbat remarkable, that in a party 
which . fat near us, there was a young lady 
relating an overturn ſhe had had an a pbaeton 
a few days before; not exactly at the place 
where my accident had nearly happened, but 
in aſcending by anather road, which is likewiſe 
very Reep. This lady, I think, is Sir Wilm 
Dolben's daughter. Lad 

After breakfaſt every body ſcemed Prepare 
ing to ſtroll abaut the walks, which are cut 
round the hill. Theſe are made perfectly 
Faly to aſcend. At conyenient diſtances are 
Covered ſeats, Ps and benches, 080 


W 
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which you may reſt. /yourGlf; when. tired f 
walking, or fit and taad, or work, if it be. poi 
fble to do either in a ſituation, where all the 
world ſeems ſpread out before, your epea. For 
this view much teſembles 4. map, tha country 
wood upon it. It is progygipuily- extenſive, 
and diverſified by ten thquſand inglaſuss, all 
of different ſhapes and colpurs, lome being 
paſture graund, ſome corn- fields, ſome fallow, 
and ſome fre turned up by the-plaugh, It 
is, beſides, every where (petted with houlgs 
and cattages. There is nothing g ſetbopnds 
to the preſpect, but the horizons and your | 
eyes ſtretch over the ſcene, till che diſtant q- 
jets become 88 ſwall as . atoqs ſparkling 
in the non - day beam. 71 
But as in al ſublunary beauty. 2 
thing wanting. to wake it gomplsteg ſp ahr 
total abſence of water, and its being - 
tremely flat, render it, in a ᷓpinion, g. wt 
expanſe, rather dban a very pleang view. 
You can \ſee Wareeſter, but it is at a gr | 
diſtanee:; yet dhe cathedral and its tower are | 
the moſt prominent features in this landſcape. 


But I am tuld, that on the other ſide of the 
hill 
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much fatigued to climb, the ground ſwells, 
the country is richer, al e ee bs more 
 diverfified, than it is on this. ru 
Of the company I can ie tiki 
cept that perfect eaſe and harmony appear to 
reign throughout. It - reſembles one large 
family, conſiſting of perſons of different ages 
and ſexes, who all follow their own. inclina- 
tions, and do not interrupt or find. fault with 
their companions for not purſuing the lame 
amuſements as they do. * 
The houſe is planned to mp 
great many families. I think they tell me 
they make up thirty beds, befides/ thoſe for 
ſervants. It is now ſo full, that we could not 
have an apartment in it, if we were ever ſo 
deſirous of it. But there are very good lodg- 
ing houſes in the town of Malvern, which is 
pleaſantly ſituated, about a mile from the 
Wells. In the common room, there is a charm- 
ing organ and harpſichord united, upon a new 
conſtruction. They have frequent concerts, 
when Wan 
alſo balls for the young folks. oy, 


am amd —— i remit tho 
of 
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of Mirs: Seivet's Muikenntum Han- it fem 
alnoſt to be chat charming i | 
realized.” The ftuation of the place is very 
favourable to the idea of ſuch att elegant and 
intelligent party; except” chat chere were 0 
balls, and no gentlemen inhabitants of VII- | 
tennium Hall. In that Mrs: S -'-"ſhewed' 
perfectly her knowledge of human nature; 
for men ate terrible diſturbers of the tran-- 
quillity of a ſociety of ſemales.— It differs in | | 
another important point: nobody ſeems to | | 
| 
| 


have been driven by misfortunes, or à diftafte 
of the world, to this retreat, for every one here 
has am air of chearfulneſs and content. 
As Mr. M = was defirous of aſcending tb 
the top of the hill, an elderly gentleman Wh0 
was near us, an entire ſtranger, offered to at- 
tend mo as far as] liked to go; and chen we 
waited in an alcove for Mr. M es returh. 
He politely pointed out the different beauties 
of the ſcene before us, and told me thõ pH | 
and rules hy which the houſe was regulated. — 
Lam ſo much pleaſed with every thing 
about me, that, had I à few weeks leĩſure, 1 
could certainly ſpend them here! It is very 
entertaining to ſee tho hill ſpeckled over with 
2211 11 45 parties 


i 


| 
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their view beyond the clouds, hich arg the 


bad ſeen at Chabenham, We recognized eich 
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parties that are wandering about it.: Some in 
. ane place with glaſſes in their hands, as if poſe. 
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anly things that terminate their reſearches. 
Two or three in another place, chatting, and 
laughing at each other's labourg in g ſeendling 
the ſteep. Some fitting on ſeats at different 
diſtances, enjoping the clear ſky, wad ae pu- 
rity af the ambient a.. 

Mr. M= not having: 6 
time, was tempted to go info. the bath, and I 
was ſomewhat uneaſy at his long ſtay. My 
beau perceiving this, kindly traverſed the hill; 
and peeping in at the bath-window, returned, 
and aſſured me that he was ſaſe. I was ſJaoh 
alarmed again, for he did not deſcend: the hill 
at the feat where, we were waiting, but took 
another path. My kind attendant. again afe 
ot TO ROTATED 
to the houſe. 2 K13 AU 99? 544 To 

I found a i e tins that we 


gther's faces; ands lady, wha had ſeated hurſelſ 
dear the window where, I was; looking! outs 

a<calted me with perfect caſe, and aſked ms 
4 i from 
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nurn whence we came, and whither we were 


going ? Von my menen, that we came 


much pleaſed with baving, an opportunity of 


ſpeaking highly in praiſe of the lady of the 
manſion we had [juſt left, whoſe unaffected 


manners and ſwpetneſs of temper, had, made 4 


they had not met for many years. From ſuch 


light circumſtances as theſe human life. de- 
rives innumerable agreeable ſenſations. The 


freedom ami poliseneſs which an intercourſe 


with the workd. produces are ſo. very, captivat - 

ing, they make you conſider euery one; as your 
friend who pays you any civility. This caſts, 
ſuch, an upiverial benevolence over che mind, 


that, you; fee] in perfect union with all your, 


ſpecies: you forget that clathing intereſts and 


riapce, and deluged. the warld with bipd = 
Mr. M being returned, and the 
ready, L muſt, though: very r 
— R 
to obilas d: 55! 03 390049926 98 Shar av 
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cruel ambition have ever ſet, mankind at, u. 
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BY YG nel /| 1 Hereford; July at-. 

I HAVE * pleafure to tell you, WE Have 
| proceeded thus far without any accidefit, and 
are both of us perſectiy in health. We have 


had a very pleafant drive of foltVand-twenty 
miles, from Malvern hither. The roads att 


good, and the country fertile. Whilft cur 
dinner was preparing, we walked” into the 
town. It is a large place; but as it is an an- 
cient one, the ſtreets are narrow; and badly 
paved: No doubt the manners of the people 
are poliſhed; for where there is 4 Minſter, ik 
muſt always afford a polite and Iterary loeiety. 
There are a great many good houſes i Kere 
ford, and many very genteel ones round the 
neighbourhood ; yet the ſituation ſeeims to 
have but very few peculiar mn, td tempt 
a ſtranger to ſettle hefe. 

We made an attempt to ſee the inſide of the 
cathedral, but it was almoſt filled up by ſcaf- 


rr However, we e could ſee enough of 
— ay it 
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it to obſerve, that it wasourionſly: wrought in 
ſtone; and the roof very btautiful· Thie weſt 
tower has fallen down, andi is rebuilding on a 


much ſmaller ſcale, by Mr. Wyat! Nobedg 


who has ever ſeen any building in the Gothic 


ſtyle by Mr. Wyat, would heſitate to pro-. 


nounce him to be the architect at the firſt 
glance. 

I cannot paſs over one dvds thing in this 
church, which is, that they chain up the books 


in the library of it, for fear, I ſuppoſe, that 


too much learning ſhould inake ſome of the 
members of it mad. 

| The portet was ſtanding: 
Biſhop's: palace as we paſſed, and we uſked 
him if we might go in. He civilly ſuid, we 


might go as far as the court; but no further. 
We walked: round it, and ſurveyed the! p. 


lace as much as politeneſs would allow, fot "the 
Biſhop was at home: It ſeems to be large. 
The cburt· yard is ſpacious, and has buildings 


on three ifides of it. On the other fte is n 
low wall, which lets in à view of the 

country over a ſmall hanging garden. At the 
bottom of the” garden is a pretty river wh 


Wn pt 7%, to the view; 2 
13 But 
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Bot I will not abſurdly tire you with an 
account of things that have nothing very re- 
markable in them, 1 


LITER Fb. | W : 


To Miſe B en - Wen | 
ended Ot; 

| Uno, Jul ak ne, 

morning - 

W. are now getting a very” comdartible 
breakfaſt, though the inn is but a por one, 
and there is a genteel family in the houſe, who 
have got the ſtart of us, and occupy the beſt 
parlour, which is the only decent hm thb 
have. 4 . in a much mort 
to let —————ů 
party conſiſts of à lady and ber maid in their 
own poſt-chaiſe, a gentleman and a little gil 
_ and boy. in a tandem, fullow ed hy three or 
four ſervants on horſebaek. Thry overtook 
11K . let 
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let them paſs, thinkithy they woild btw büt- 
run us. over ot che Ulli ur def müte 
horſe, we kept pace with"thett All the Way 
hither. They ate juſt Ter, and we die bout 
e n M it n 


4 ' N wy” 
nit) ANN d tat 01 09451991000 11999 


ws O& ma *. 


og! eie n 
eee that 1 am upon 
Well ground, this" being, #s it were; tlie 
barrier town betwixt England ank Wales. 
We kept pace this ſtage a alſo with the party 
before mentioned; but at this place we went 
to different tans. W Hilft out horfe was tak- 
ing reſhtnient, we took à walk through the ' 
town! kt is very dirty aid old, but delight 
fully fitnated ; and the Welfh mbüntufns are 
juſt beginning to make thetr appearance. * 
took them for inimenſe” outs, hen Mr. 
M. --/ pointed them out to the. At e S 
is much diverted; and 1 dh not yet ene 
conviniced that he does not deceive me. 
mus cietgyman of tie place Lappehhg 60 
be in the ſtreet, heard us (enquire the way to 
the caſtle; when he very politely Joined" us, 
and wwalked thither withy us. We did adt go 
nn formed into a geriter houſe, 
14 and 
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and is, inhabited, The other 3 A Nenera- 
ble and beautiful ruin, covered with ivy. He 
conducted us through a charming walk by the 
ſide of the river Wye, which divides Breck- 
nockſhire from Radnorſhire. As this river has 
been conſecrated to fame by Mr. Gilpin, I ſhall 
only ſay, it has a handſome ſtone bridge over 
it, and ſeems, by the variety of its ſcenery, to 
be well worthy of the pengil . eh 2 1 
turer of nature... T +a x try aj + 14] 


1 74 
\ Brecknock, 5 0 clock poſt wenden. 0 
We have no time to take a peep. 45 the, 
caſtle or town. But I am. ſatisfied, fince. I 
know that 1: am completely i in Wales. If our, 
horſe had not been a very good one, we Would 
have taken poſſeſſion, as Cæſar did, when he; 
firſt ſet foot in Britain. The road from Mal», 
vern to Hereford was remarkably. good; but 
from thence to Hay, and from Hay: hither, it 
has been intolerably diſagreeable. Not that 
it is in itſelf bad, but they have ſuch a ter- 
rible way of ending it. Their cuſtom; is ita 
throw down. vaſt quantities of huge ſtones, as 
large as they come out, of the quarry, cha ſige 
of a man s head, and many of them four gimeß 
1 a8 
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as big · Theſe are ſpread. over i the road. in 
heaps, perhaps a mile diſtant from each others 
covering a great many yards, of it. Nou muſt 
either drive over them, ot wait till the people. 
who are there with large hammerꝭ for the 


purpoſe, have broken them. This they ont 


do into pieces the ſize of a pretty large flint. 
Though we had not. theſe enormous maſſes to 
go over, which would have endangered our 
lives, yet our ſpeed. ws retarded ſa much as 
to make. entirely loſe; my patience. /. //. 

At the firſt heap vg came to, the horſe 


made a full op, and tolling his head, backe 
ward and forwards, be turned: his eye, p 0% 


wards ps, as far as the conſtruction of it would 
let him. Could he have ſpoken, I am ſute be 
would have ſaid, Am I not thine, Hotſe, and 


hape I not carried thee in fafety theſe; many 
hundred miles ? ee 


me into theſe difficulties? ie 
In the courſe;of theſe. laſtfiſtren mi 
have not heen leſs, than ſeven or eight ———— 
heaps, each of Which, when, broken, and 


ſpread upon the road, extends a quarter of 


mile in length. Over theſe ſtones it is im- 
to drive ſuſtet than a foot, page. Vet 


| notwith- 


i! 
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notwithſtanding this uncomfortable ciccum- 
ance, it gave me the moſt: pleaſing ſenfation 
to hear two men, Who were at work upon it, 
ſpeak to each other in Welch. You ars ſen- 
fible I do not know a word of the language. 
I can account for my emotion only in this 
manner; that, hearing people converſe- toge- 
ther in the language of the country, convinced 
me I was fully arrived where I had ſo long 
withed to be. Fheſe people I pronounced to 
be Welth, before: 1 heard them ſpeak, from! 
the ſtrong reſemblance they bore to the few of 
that country I had ſeen in England. But 1 
have dwelt too long upon the roads and theſe 
trifling circumſtances, eſpecially as 1 __ 
more important things to deſcribe. 
I am no thoroughly convinced, ebene 
I had taken for clouds, were in reality moun- 
tains, which, every mile we drove, began or 
and more to ſhew their lofty ſummits, ad to 
enereaſe in height, flze, length, and number, 
and filled me with aſtofiiſhinent; For what- 
ever I had heard, read, or ſeen in prints, of 
theſe ſtupendous wondere, gave me little or no 
ideu of eithet their grandeur, height, or dinien« 
Dee : menſe 
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menſe long chain of them, in à thouſand va- 


rious ſhapes, roſe gradually befode' our eyes. 


But one towering above the reſt; veiled its 


majeſtic head in the heavens, The ſun thone 


full upon it, and ſeemed to illaminate every 
part, ſo that it appeared to be almoſt on 


fire; except where clouds and thick darkneſs + 
refte& upon it. It was the moſt awful an 


ſublime object I ever beheld: 1 could co 


pare it to nothing but Mount Sinai No idea 


could fatisfy' or- riſe equal to the height ta 


which I had worked up my imagination, but 


to conceive the Deity in the midſt of tha 
clouds, n inſtitutium to 


man. A ont fo bon * No , 


Among the'variery db Mper dane 


tains aſſume, chere was one that had two tops, 


which reniinded us of Parnaſſus. But 01 
bow poor is: this idea, hon put in comipeti4 
tion with . the former - ſhall thetefore Ne 
m * 969 in bh oa 
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late-all the rights I have undergone ſince my 
letter of yeſterday. We ſtill continued to fol. 
low, or be followed by, the family that paſſed 
as ſoon after we leſt Hereford: I think we may 
fairly ſtyle them our fellow - travellers, though 
we exchanged nothing but looks; and they, 
| very innocently indeed on _ paſt, were the 
b calls cauſe of our miſhaps. iy Sranotrih 
Foo,” "of From Hay we 5:50 bridly' as the 
gon road would allow: us, in order to reach 
Brecknock before them, that we might ſecure 
A2 @'tolerable bet and a decent parlour. We got 
there firſt ; but on my deſiring to be ſhewyn 
good bed-room, I was informed, that a gentle- 
man and his family were expected every mi- 
nute, who had ſent on a ſervant to beſpeak fix 
beds, and the beſt apartments below ſtairs. 
As the houſe was the dirtieſt I ever faw, I 


, / 


- 
4 * * * 
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could rot think of taking am itiſerior bed, 
where|fix'of the beſt were already befpoken! 
So we determined to get a haſty dinner, and 


proceei t Frecaſtle — 8 


when Ptelbybu what” our dinner conſiſted of 
in n this" dient inte 6. it was nothing leſs than 
trout ud veniſon; and they might, for 'aught 

I know; be very good but they were ſerved 
in —— ie had no inclinas- 
tion 0 Ute Meek. l % 01 = - JE, 
Thivefternoon'dobked tether lowering, and 


om6wher Nike i! bat we thought a tend 
mile ſtage, and that very fine road, wWOelM 


ſoon be run over. 80 off we ſet. We had 
not gone above two miles, before the e 
grew thick; and dropt ſmall rait We en 
bated whether we ſhould 3 


though the road was good, it was extremely 


However our evil genius prompted us to 


darkened; and it rained! more heavily): Ins 
| ſtead of its being only ten miles t appeartd. 


to us tõ be twenty; and we began: to ear we 


. bed 997B Pang =" 
ol 8 


hilly, and we knew not a ſtep ed. © 


— 


x 
proceed. Every yard we drove, the heawtus - 


y R. 70 1 if p this 
F A TOU miles in | 
3 ſeven. mie * 

pi ck —— 
aiſerable-roa arenas. wet threugh. 
n that we — 
d cou5he der ee for! dhe mile- 
— — poor —— 
8. — pars 5-6 of 

ate, The ng fe was didbguly;f 

— ' o violently, ãt i b ad, 
the —_—_— to keep the reins — 
wee oy ceive, chat there wag that 
a hg coats; oo —— 
6 = our dit | it ſpat ae,. 4 
thick, ot to ſtop on, ti eee, 4 
then »' — omen; h | ol chains. 
aig — in ſunh 4 
tertora, wwe a ghoſt gra 
2 _— 
d 7 | 
donadle if we bad. wm flow iy 
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lowly, expecting the xvent in awful fence, 
As the ndiſe approaghed, we thoughu we 
be ſame being with the carriage. It might 
be the ooch of Death, drawn hy horſes” 
without: heads; ar witthes driving thraugh 
the air, delighting themſelves with the horrid 
ſtorm they had raiſetl. But whether they 
we reſolyed to ſpeale to them; and Mr. 
M - -++ called out, as loud as he couldg** How 
far is it to Trecaſtle ? Nobody - anſweret:/ 
He again called, Ho far ĩs it to Fyecaſtie d 
Still all was ſilent as the grave. Nut as ſpirits. 
muſt be hailed thrice, he called the thin 
time, How fur is it to Trecaſtlo h,. 
a poor harmleſe Welſhman, who had noe 
heard for the noiſe of the elements; and who 
milſh, tree iI. te 
Though at that juncture the ſound 
human voice was muſicirour ears, yet having 
three miles more 40 go ſunk wy ſpiits to the 
633 But 1 Nee 


utter 
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utter any complaints, becauſe 1 knew they c 
would be fruitleſs, and only tend towards: 
making Mr. M= moere unable to attend 
to the horſe. It was ſo extremely dark, 
that we could not ſee the animal, or eben 
our on hands, when we put them out of the 
chaiſe. ! But we took courage on meeting 
this waggoner. The noiſe, which to us ap- 
peared ſo alarming ant ſo melancholy,,was! 
nothing more than the rattling of the chains 
of the waggon, and the precipice we feared, 
was a pfodigious ſteep! hill, by the fide of 
which was really a deep dell full: of trees. 
But we providentially got ſafe to the bottom 
of the hill without approaching the dell. 
We reſolved to encounter no more ſuch un- 
tried dangers, and agreed to ſtop ati the firſt 
cottage we came to, and beg the people to 
take us in. If they had not a bed: for us 
they might at leaſt be prevailed upon to make 
a. fire to dry our: clothes, and let us ſit by it 
till the ſtorm abated, or till the morning ar- 
rived .. 120¹¹¹ +403 186180071, 8 
2 We had not gone far, before ve eſpied the | 
wiſhed for: aſylum. . This» was eaſily diſ- 
cernible, though the night was ſo dark; fot 
ter, WY | | all 
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all the cottages in Wales ate perſectiy white; - 
the flates on the roof as well asg every other 
ach re rey a 4 Sonder- 
— They have e en 
luminous, that I have taken therm for! the 
Won ſulldeldy burſting: from: behianth u elouch 
We ſtopt, and called very loud, but here again 
no ſoul anſwered; and having/ called repent- 
edly, till our throats were dry, we were 
obliged to ſot forward again. 
After driving tree milſb, we ſaw a glim- 
mering light 4 condiderable” diſtance of 
Had a diatnond of the firſt water ſhone before 
me, I ſhould ſeatcely have thought it worth 
ſtopping for; of ſo much more value did the 
light, which this little candle afforded; appear 
in my eyes. 10 149i, 1 BA V1 FN; 
As we drew near the houſe to which it 
directed us we conjectured it to be the ini 
we were bound for. Mr. M - , who had 
been there ſome! years ago, recollected that 
there was a dangerous deſcent not fur from , 
and. therefore thought it moſt prudent dhce 
more to halt upon plain ground, and make 
Ne effort to get aſſiſtance, by 
K 
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__. tothe * within, But, contrary to the 


driver of the waggon. or the cottagers, before 
we called, the minute they heard the foot. of 
a horſe, three or Sour people ran out, crying 
Stop, ſtop! for God's ſake ſtop ! dent cam. 
ary fre without a light, or you will be over. 
A beautiful nut- brown girl, about twelye 
years old, ran through the mud in the pour- 
ing rain, without hat or cloak, and laid hold 
of, the reins, vhilſt another of two or;three- 
and- twenty, thruſting her neck forward, and 
a peeping into the chaiſe, exclaimed, Dear 
I madam, how. glad. ham you ate come, and 
« that we heard you, before yau went down 
* the hill 1 am ſure! you, would have been 
ſadly frighten dif you had. We have got 
* charming fire for you, and ® nice ſupper, 
« ] was ſo glad to hear your Voices you @an'Þ 
IT think it. on Sith ih el 
Von can hardly conceive hom much. I. was 
aſtoniſned to reęcive this Kind of ſalutation 
from a perſon whole face I could, not at all 
recognize. At the firſt inſtant. I believed 
that ſome, of our, friends had. either ſent their 
domeſtics, to our comfort, or apprized the 
People of che img our coming. But I im- 
n 
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media tely recollected it was impoſſible this 
. ſhould be the caſe, for there was not a perſon 

in the world who knew of: our: intention of 
being at Trecaſtle that night; or-if they had, 
how ſhould they have foreſeen the ſtorm; and 
all the conſequent difficulties it would occa- 
ion us? The little girl — 
to the door, by a gradual deſcent. 2 
3 wet and numbed with en 5 
and found, as they told us, a charming fire, in 
a very ſpacious old- faſhioned parlour. The 

damſels ran about with all the chrarfulneſs 
and :alacrity imaginable to dry our clbaths, 
and get us ſome (refreſhment; ; We ſupped 
upon a very large ham, which was rather ſalt, 
and not very delicate. Neither did I much 
reliſh the bread and butter. But it was the 
beſt they had; and it would be! the height 
of ingratitude to find fault with any: thing, 
where kindneſs and humanity were ſo predo- 
minant. I was ſo fatigued laſt night, that L 
tion at their treatment of us. Dt thin m. *. 
ing I did not omit to admire à fire · ſerren in 
Y eee. - Lee ere on n 
(39 K 2 1-28: le 
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the good girls m * * er. vith, great 
1 * en e. 

The walls b 
old portraits. The communicative girl told 
ſors of the houſe, which in days of yore be- 
longed to 2 great and rich Welch family. 
This was probably fact, and that they lived in 
ſwlitary dignity; hemmed in on all ſides by 
mountains and precipices, having a little prin · 
cipality within their own juriſdiction, and 
lording it over the poor ſimple peaſants, theit 
humble tenants and neighbours. This mode 
of living in voluntary ſecluſion from the ſo- 
ciety of their equals, was by no means pecu- 
liar to Wales, but 3 over oy pore 
of this iſland. © ec CULSE 
I ab ng bis this haptic 
.dergone fince thoſe: times ! Nom every pea- 
fant fleeps under his on vine, and under his 
.own' fig- tree. Now the nobility and gentry 
find a rational pleaſure in the ſSciety: of thoſe, 
© -whoican either do them ſervice or .conimuni- 
cate information. They look upon their te- 
nants and neighbours: as. men and brothers, 
and are happy, by the urbanity of their beha- 
viour, 
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viour, to ſet them an example, and by this 
means to 'poliſh and reſine all wh come 
within their ſphere. In return, they receive 


ſincere affection and friendſhip, inſtead of ſtar 


and ſervility. Let every one, who talks of the. 
pride and bauteur ſtill prevalent amongſt the 
great, look back upon former times. Then 


let Emanaeenn | 


not happier than the paſt, * Hos, 


The furniture of the room accorded per- 
fectly with the antiquity of the pictures, and 


the account given me by the young woman. 
It was once good, but it had ſeen its beſt 


days; and the bed itſelf was not raiſed half a | 


foot from the floor. Yet when we conſult 
cool reaſon, unprejudiced by falhion, ſurely 
every body muſt allow this is much more 
commodious, than one that you are POP 
aſcend by a ladder, * 

Our wearineſs laſt night made our lleep per- 
fectly ſerene, and undiſturbed. -But on taking 
a ſurvey of the houſe this morning, and eyery 
thing about it, I confeſs the lonelineſs of its 
ſituation, and its being ſunk in the middle of 


— aaa 
1 metly 


f | 
ix 


high hills, which every where cloſely ſurronnd 


* 


134 A TOUR” TO 
merly innumerable robberies and ae 
committed, and © from whoſe bourne no tra 
veller returned.” The village of Trecaſtle, it is 
ſaid, took its name from having three & caſtles 
in it. But there are now only veſtiges of the 
walls of one, except that there are the re- 
mains of a very extenſive fortiſication. We 
muſt prepare A ee W n ſo fares 


well. echt 


7 5 b , ? * , 
LBTTER XX. 


To Miſs Con. 2 | 


Fake. . 


2 


| | Lianimdoyery, c or n July 2 hs 
W. had the moſt terrible ride the laſt nine | 
miles of our journey yeſterday, that could be 
imagined; but I have been amply recom- 
penſed by this morning's ſtage. The road 
from Trecaſtle to this place is moſt aſtoniſh- | 
ingly beautiful and pictureſque... It is cut out 


I have fince hind informed that 77% in Welſh gm. 
hes town; hence Trecaſtle means Caſtle T ]- . | 


4 
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of a ſolid rock; and three catriages/ may «ſafely 
go abreaſt upon it. Above your head on onô 
ſide there is an immenſe body of rock, ſeveral 
hundred feet perpendicular in height. From 
different parts of it che water is continually 
iſſuing as clear as cryſtal. Sometimes it ruſhes 
out of the -cavities with great rapidity, and 
runs into the ground underneath the round; 
and ſometimes jt forces its. way through! the 
fiſſures of the rock, which ſeems! to diſtil at 
every pore a tranſparent gem. Then again it 
deſcends in a clear ſtream down ardeclivity; 
as ſteep as the rock is high, into à deep valley 
on the other fide of tho row, wiets 3h ber- 
tiliges every thing as it flows. 
Here the ſublime and the beautiful alter - 
nately ſhare your attention, and ſo equally diſ- 
play their charms, that you know not When 
to admire the meſt. Look up to the immenſe 
height of the impending rogk, e 
ſilyer waters pouring down its rugged. ſides 
ſometimes bounding from ſtone to e 
ſometimes tumbling headlong down the ſmooth 
way which itſelf has worn, and at others | 


trickling through the hollow grottos3 but at 
nn to refreſh the valley be- 
= ;  neath, 


1 
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neath. Turn your eyes; on the other fide, 
down the ſteep. below, there you ſep: rural 
beauty in all its native ſimplicity. Whiti 
gottages. ſpot [the © thinly - peopled vale” 
ay and healthy peaſants, with their wives 
and lovely children, tending their flocks, their 
gardens, and paſtures, where eternal ſpring 
ſeems to reign. The rivulet keeps them fo 
conſtantly watered, that every thing pens | 
as if it ſprang up ſpontaneouſſr. 
In this ſoreet valley is plenty of wood; and 
the ſtreams are feathered with alders down to 
the very edge of the water. The trees that 
ornament the dwellings of the cottagers pro- 
tet them, © in ſummer's heat, from «the 
rays of the ſun, and “ in winter's cold :af- 
ford them plenty of firing. They uſe the clear 
rivulet for * their e e their 
looking-glaſs; 11 ne oy | 


And vith the Fogel, wich frm the bes they E. 
PORT WORN IT CREST, - 
PasrOR Fino,” | 


Added to this before you, as far an he * 
can ſtretch, is a long ridge of mountains, many 
of them partly cultivated, ſome barten, and 
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ſome covered wit woods of fach a length and 
thickneſs as in England we have no idea af. 

In ſhort, this muſt undoubtedly. he one of 
the moſt beautiful and fineſt roads in the 
kingdom. It was made by a ſociety of gen- 
tlemen, to prevent the neceflity of going over 
Trecaſtle mountain, one af the higheſt and 
moſt. dreary in South Wales. Not the- leaſt 
curious and admirable part of this road is their 
having thrown arches over the gullies, made 
in. the ſides of the mountain by the winter 
torrents ; and wherever the natural ſurface of 
or deſcent is in this manner diminiſhed. 

I muſt now quit theſe charming ſcenes, to 
give you an idea of Llandovery; though an 
account of it may be comprized in very few 
words. It is the meaneſt and dirtieſt town I 
have yet ſeen in Wales. We are at breakfaſt 
in à roem, that looks. into. the market - place; 
and, there being a fair held to-day, my ſur- 
prize 1s very great, inſtead of FAG ny al 
walking barefoot, dirty, and peorly clad, to find 
a hundred or two of women all on horſeback, 
and moſt of them in an uniform. dreſs, which 


is © blue cloth jacket and petticoat, and black 
beaver 


1 | 
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beaver hat. The neatneſs and decency 'of 
this is a ſtriking” contraſt to the gay and 
tawdry cottons worn by Engliſn women of 
this order; for theſe, I underſtand, are little 
farmers wives, who are come to 


far to fell their corn een 
Not far frees kener in « ede eld Ost 


Kenin, which is a very beautiful ruin; but we 
have not time to turn perch WURE" a nen 


e n 1 
| 1 1 * ee 


LETTER XXII. 
To Mrs. M-- =. | 
ff JF 


Linnddorair,or Lande three vet; 

| nſternoon . 

We: are now very near that much. celebrated 

place Dynefawt caſtle, the ſeat of lady Dine 

vor. But as I hope to give'you A particular 

deſcription of the place before I leave this 

country, and the rain now prevents our view= 
ing any part of it, except What may be ſeen 

by paffing it on the road; I will forbear fay- 

9942 t ing 
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ing any thing about: 15 45 e gare 
count of our laſt ſtage. rats tis 40 

Wynn we were hou te hett Sed 
dovery, Mr. M2 enquired about the height 
of the river Towy, which he well 'remem- 
bered to have been nearly fatal to him''ſorme 
years ago. They informed us, the rains had 
ſwoln it very much, and recommended to us 
to go three miles round, rather than ſord it. 
For this I was very ſtrenuous, and Mr. M- 
kindly complied with my requeſt. I am, you 
know, extremely fearful of water; and the 
rivers in this country havea remarkabledecep- 
tion in them: they are tranſparently clear, 
and have ſuch a ſmooth pebbly bottom, that 
you may count every ſtone in them; and yo 
think by ſtooping a little you can gather up 


rienced ſtranger ſhould-be tempted to beguilt 
their way by ſuch an innocent recreation, they 
would find themſelves fatally miſtaken ; for 

theſe rivers are ſometimes ſo dangerouſly ra- 
pid, that they might be burried down the 
ſtream, and never more heard of. 2 119% 
Mr. M- - gave me a relation, whilſt we 
1 4 were 
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were driving round to avoid ſing the river, 
of an eſcape he had, twenty years ago, from 
this deceitful ſtream, which made me Theüder. 
Ae was going to Cambridge, after ſpending 
his vacation in Wales, but was obliged to ſtop 
at Llandilo on account of the rain. Whilſt 
he was at the inn an empty poſt- chaiſe came 
in; and the driver, anxious for a fare, wiſhed 
him to take ſo fair an opportunity of purſuing 
his journey. But he, for no reaſon that could 
be aſſigned, more than that he preferred riding 
on horſeback to travelling in a carriage, refuſed 
to take the chaiſe, and choſe. to wait till the 
next morning for the rain to abate, That 
very night the poor unfortuna te poſt-boy and 
= the horſes loft their lives, in f6rding the 
| Towy ; and as Mr. M-+ --pafſed in the motif» 
2 ing, he ſaw the wreck af the chaiſe lying on 
| the banks of the river—Surely that Inviſi- 
ble Being, in whoſe, hands are the iſſues of 
life and death, interpoſed his influence over 
the mind of Mr. M- , and made him in- 
tuitively prefer ſtaying all night rather than 
take a more eaſy and . expeditious way of tra- 
velling! The gratitude and joy that muſt 
ariſe in ro finding 
3 ® himſelf 
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himſelf preſerved in ſo extraordinary and pro- 
videritial' a manner, can 9 N w6024 4 con- 
ceived than expreſſed. 1 

The inn at Lidndovery'is a bad one, „but 
the people: are very civil. The road from 
thence: hither is good, and very beautiful. 1 
be gin now to de ſome what familiarized to the 
fight of mountains. I thought the town of 
Llandovery a miſerable one, but this of Llan - 
dilo i much worſe, | I never ſaw any place 
that had a more deplorable appearance. >The 
dirty; and half paved with ſtones the ſharp 
ends upwards. The houſes are built wich a 
kind of tone ; but it is of ſo crumbling a 
nature, that they appear to be all falling to 
decay; | The inhabitants are very decent in 
their manners, and in their outward ſemblance; 
ieee n wretch- 
ed dwellings. -. 9p 03 Hoi ka! 65 a: 

We had not ho taken poſſefion of the 
front room. before a' very elegant :phagtdn, 
with only one gentleman in it, much-wrapped = 
up (for it rained). and ſeveral ſervants, on 
horſeback, entered the. inn-xard. We find, 
upon enquiry, it & lord Scarborough, who, 

p having 
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having been at Briſtol, was adviſed to take. 2 


view of South Wales, and particularly. of 
Dynefawr Caſtle. Some accident: has hap- 
pened to one of the wheels of his lordſhip's 

carriage; and there ſeems to be a great doubt 
whether there is any body in the place wh⁰ 
has ſkill enough to mend it, in ſuch a manner 
that he can get forwatd with it. But it is on 
all ſides agreed, that it caunot be done for him 
to proceed to night. There is nd poſſibility, 
on account of the rain of his amuſing! himſelf 
by viſiting Dynefawr Caſtle ; and to be obliged | 
to ſtay the aftgrnoon and eyening i in ſuch a 
place as this, without a ſoul to converſe with, 
is a moſt uncomfortable thing to look for- 
ward to. I cannot help flattering myſelf 
that, was it in our power to ſtay, it might ia 
a ſmall degree ſoften the rigour of his hard 
fate. But that is impoſſible, though huma · 
nity ſeems almoſt to demand it of us. Our 
friends expect us at Carmarthen, and would 
think ſome diſaſter has befallen us, if we 
ſhould not get thither this evening. They 
would probably ſend in ſearch of us; for we 
have apprized them of . intention by we 


ge coach. 


We 
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| Carmartheny July 24th. | 

We arrived here late laſt night much 
fatigued. But before, to break- 
gal. I will ids you, od go rn for the 
preſent, at our ore s end. When lord 
Scarborough did me the honour to hand me 
into che chaiſe yeſterday at Llandilo, he faid 
to Mr. M. » - -,-, * Do. your, friends really Ex 
pet Oo og 7 doubt It will be 2 bad 
one. B had three great « coats 
on; h he obſ bleed, wa BY dam, are - ſtrongly 
guaranteed againſt t the v and thus we 
parted. I can ; effeQually 15 out 17 5 cold 
and rain, 3. Ye cannot guard myſelf gainlt 
the ſun and air, "which have ſuch an e | 
upon my face, and heat | it & "violently, that 1 
am aſhamed to be ſeen. Beſides chat my 
ſkin is ſo much parched, as to 'be extromely 
painful and I cannot ſleep for the 1 
it occaſions. I think vo ; would. ſcarcely y 
know m . How then muſt I appear amongſt 
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pinot] |” Chrinariheni, Jaly innings 
Tu. a night beſhre laſt, rather lat6 in 1h 


evening, we reached this very curl, 
ancient town, where wh thatl ft | up” our. 
for ſome time. It is | almoft ſuperfluous | 
tell you the pleaſure it gave ts, = 
ceived with much unaffected Kindneſs, by 
frinds whom we have ſo many years FAY 
to viſit. My ſpirits were nearly overc 

by it, and I could only receve, their Oy 
tons in ſilence, Er 

The road flom Llandils Sie" very 
Soe. and not extremely hilly ; at leaft, my 
being now accuſtomed to hills makes me 
obſerve them lefs. What in the beginning 
of our journey I thought tremendous, F now 
look upon as trifling. At thoſe | that” we 
paſſed, when you were with us in Bucking- ' 
| unn. by which I was ſo much alarmed, 
2.1 = I ſhould 


10 
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I ſhould now file. Indeed T have gt fach | 
a ſtrain by jumping out of the chaiſe at eyery 
aſcent or defcent, that I am · no longer able to 
do it; and am obliged to fit it it, be my fears 
what they will. Von rememder, that Mr. 
M - - on our firſt fetting off, promiſed 1 
ſhotid get out whenever T pleaſed. ' He now 
confeſſes that he thought, when he made the 
promiſe, it was an evil that would Lal 
itſelf; for when I came into 4 country, that 
was nothing but hills, T muſt” walk all the 
way if 1 did it. I fee nom how you men 
deceive, and treat us like children; for when 
you ſeem to be acceding to out humour the 
moſt willingly, you have fomething in reſerve 
chat you know muft, in bends +: gr v2 
over to your-own. ak e ache 
But I was going to the Pede 
of the country from Llandilo wo Carmarthen 
or Caerfryddin, which in Welſh is Merliti's 
city or callle. You have often read ant heard 
of that famous inagician.” This place, it is 
faid, gave Him birth, and took its name from 


Hirn. It is no wonder that fuch a Tomunitic 
fitration . N ſurrounded by mountains, 
3 to 


1 


in 
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in an age when oral e were all they 
had to depend upon. 


All the way on one fide of a Ab the 


river Towy winds through a moſt beautiful, 


rich, and fertile valley; and in it many ruin- 
ed caſtles blend with every rural Object. 
But the fancy is not allowed to. repoſe itſelf 
here. On the other fide are two very high 
bills clothed with verdure; upon their ſſop- 


ing ſides the ſheep feed perfectly at caſe. 


Interſperſed are tuſts of bruſh-wood, and 
aromatic herbage. Beſides theſe, the whole 
ſcene is filled with ſuch a variety of pictu- 
reſque objects, as it would be very difficult to 
ſelect, much leſs deſcribe. 
Every town and very a 3 
which we have paſſed, from Hay hither, has- 
a caſtle in it, and all of them are in ruins. 
Theſe carry the mind back to other times, 
and bring to its view haughty barons and 
feudal tyranny, the croiſades, the age of chi- 
valry, bloody battles, paynim knights, diſ— 
treſſed damſels, gallant lovers, haunted towers, 
ghoſts, fairics, and inchantments. With the 
imagination thus wound up, on a near ap- 
Pane to Merlin's hill, and the evening 
;juſt 
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juſt cloſing, it was very caſy, by the aid of 
the poets, to believe, that I ay; eee | 
at the entrance of a cave, | 


; With be. beard and hoary hair i 
Streaming to the troubled air,; 
His hands out- e ee 

| Muttering many a ſecret ſpell. | | 
Thus by fancy's magic hurl'd + 

| Through the vaſt ideal world, 
r 


Protecting charms o'er Arthur's head, 
And ſolemn wav d his potent wand, 


Which fiends of hell could ne er withſtand. 


My wrapt imagination dwelt: upon theſe 
ſcenes, combining the faint ſhadow, of what 
I ſaw by the dim light of declining day, with 
the tories I recollected, till we had nearly 
reached the village of Aberguilly : when I was | 
awakened; from my delightful reverie by an 
object that ſtartled me exceedingly. ,. I had 
never in my life ſeen any thing chat wore ſuch 
an appearance; nor could I at all conceive 
or gueſs what it was. Four very gigantio 
figures, perfectly black, occupied the whole 
road, and moved with an even but quick pace 
towards us. 1 thought I could diſcern feet 


and 1. like men's; but the upper parts 
— L2 were 


|| 
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vVvere ſpread out three or four feet wide into a 
ſhapeleſs trunk, witheut arms or head. I did 
not long remain ſilent, but earneſtly enquired 
what theſe frightful creatures were. Mr. 
M - - -, well acquainted with ſuch appear- 
ances, told me, they were men wick their 
boats upon theit backs, which is the Welſh 
manner of carrying. them, after they have 
been fiſhing in the Towy for ſalmon. By 
this time we were nearly, come up to them; 
and I then became apprehenſive, leſt the 
horſe ſhould be as fooliſh as his miſtreſs had 
been. But he, not having filled his i imagi- 
nation with legendary tales, let them paſs 
cloſe by him, without even laying his ears 
| cloſe to his head. This certamly thewed à 
wonderful degree of either philoſophy or 
dulneſs in the animal, but I could not diſ- 
cover which. We paſſed through the . 
lage of Abergullly, which is within a mile 
and a half of Carmarthen, where ſtands the 
biſhop of St. David's palace; dut it was fo 
dark, we could ke nothing of it. 

We wete very much ftruck with the ap- 
pearance of the flames and ſmoke, which 
ifucd from the farnace belonging to the iron 
works 


a ſpectacle as I ever beheld; and in a place 


ſo ſurrounded: with mountains, a ' ſtranger, 


entering it, as I did, in the duſk of the even- 


ing, muſt conceive. there was à volcano in 
the neighbourhood. - 


There is a very long bridge at the entrance 


of the town, and likewiſe a long faburb 
paved and ill lighted, In chis, on a ſudden, a 
man ſtepped up to us, and took: hold of the 


reins. , Alas! thought I, this is certainly a 
footpad, come to welcome us hither. Hut ha 


aſked, in the moſt friendly accent imaginable; 
if we were not going to Mr. M , of ſuch 


a ſtreet, This inſtantly removed my fears'; | 


and he acquainted us, that he was our bro« 
ther's ſervant, come to conduct us to his houſe, 
Though moſt undoubtedly he did alarm me by 
his eagerneſs to ſerve us, yet I freely forgive 
him; for I find that Mr. Evan Evans is my 
moſt devoted humble ſervant, ndr 1 


chuſe ES: 0 
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works at Carmarthen. It exhibited as grand 
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Lernt en. 
-To M. B FF — — 


— July 1585 
As I nerve now had a little time to look 
about me, I have formed ſome idea of the ſur- 
rounding country, in which, as often as Lexa. 
mine it, I ſee ſome new beauty, or ſome ſtrik- 
ing object, that IJ wonder I had not obſerved 
before. The town of Carmarthen is ſituated 
in a beautiful valley, ſurrounded by fertile 
hills. There is a vaſt deal of buſineſs done in 
it, which makes it very lively; and the num- 
ber of elegant carriages that Cyr” it 
every day is ſurprizing. 
We marvelled much at meeting more gen- 
tlemen's carriages from Hay hither, than we 
did in Berkſhire; Oxfordſhire, Glouceſterſſire, 
or any of the very thickly inhabited counties. 
This may be accounted for, perhaps, by the 
taſte that now obtains of making the tour of 
Wales, and of going to ſome faſhionable 
bathing- place upon this coaſt. | 


It 
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1ths aſtoniſhing to ſee the crowds of people 
there are m this place on a market-day.' Li- - 
terally ſpeaking, the principal | ftreets; and the 
lanes that lead to the 'butchery and the corn- 
market, are as full as in London at high chan ge; 
and you may really walk 1 upon the people's 
heads. It has been a great ſource of amuſe- 
ment to me to-day to ſtand at the window, and 
fee and hear with what eagerneſs the country 
women talk to one another in Welſh. No 
doubt all the ſcandal of their villige" ws Ut 
cuſſed at theſe weekly meetin gs. | 
The Welſh language delights my car ex- 
ceedingly; and nobody will deny that I have 
a muſical one. Far from being harſh and dir 
cordant, as many people would perſuade us, 1 
think it very much like the Italian. 50 abounds 
in f and o. Very many of their names of 
places and people terminate in 7. Beſides this 
affinity to that elegant language, a great many | 
of their names, which have not that termina- 
tion, are very melodious, and are full of liquids. 
Bur I will give you's ſtring of them, from 
which you may form your own opinion. Tou 
muſt ' obſerve, that the Engliſh have put 
the y to end of names, Which in the 
4 L 4 Welſh 
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Welſh all terminate in 5; ; for inſtance the, fol- 
lowing :—Aberguilli, Abergaveni, Cidwelli, 
Llanelli, Llanedi, Llandewi-Brevi, Llamhlxtal, 
-Llawrenni, Myddfai, Clydai, Chryſelli, All- 
terrawli, Llantyſſillio, Convil-gaio, Egloiſe - 
rowe, Orielton. And above all, the maſt mel - 
lifluous and moſt Italian is Fenoni.; I could 
enumerate as many more, but I am afraid of 
tiring. you. The. tone in which. the Wel 
womenrſ{peak, approaches to recitative. They 
do not drawl: or drop their voice, when they 
come to the laſt fyllable of a word, as we do. 
but riſe into a little higher key, and break-off 
in, a plaintive, yet quicker, note. | 
Here are many pleaſant walks; but the moſt 
frequented is, what they call. the Parade, which 
is a terrace on the ſide of a hill above the river. 
It is remarkably delightful, and diſplays a moſt 
enchanting; ſcene of wood, water, hills, mea 
dows, genteel houſes, and rutal cottages. The 
ever-windipg, Towy here opens more widely 
her ſmooth channel, and glides. clear and 
Gwifily through the painted meadows, below: 


On entering the walk. you ara ſtruck, with the 
appearance of to the moſt beautiful hills that, 


nature nmel, They riſe juſt hefore. you, 
at 


6 
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at about the diſtance! of a, quarter of a mile: 
one is named Merlin's Hill, and the other 
Penalltmauir. In the vale below. flows. the 
Tow, and beyond it, Rand; ſeveral, white 
houſes; the moſt conſpicuqas of which. s 
called Rhydgorſe, in which lives an Englith 
phyfician, who, after travelling over molt. parts 
of England and Wales, has qhoſen to retire to 
this delightful ſpot. There is alſo, a very 
pretty houſe built for a place of public reſort; 
but, I know WO bh. 
quented. 

L chall incloſe you — written 
by a gentleman, whoſe name was \Woadford 
Rice, upon the hill named Penalltmawr.;.. As 
the authus has been drad many years, whether 
this has eyer ſtolen or ſtrayed into any miſcel- 
Hnies or fugitive pieces, I cannat tell. But 
the lady, whoſe permiſſion I had to tranſeribe 
it, aſſured me ſhe believed it had never been 
in print. Before I give you the poem, I ſhall 
define the difference. betwixt what, the Welſh 
call. a hill and a mountain; for, I aſſure you, 
they are very diſtinct, things. By hills are 
meant detached riſings, which tower a vaſt 
Wh ſeveral in a row, coyered with yerdure 
up 
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up to the ſummit, and adorned with bruſh- 
wood and ſhrubs. Sometimes their fides, and 
even their tops, are cultivated ;- and corn and 
potatoes are interſperſed with the verdant 
herbage, which they ſpontaneouſly produce. 
A mountain is infinitely higher and larger than 
a hill, and never ſtands alone. There is al- 
ways a long ridge of them peering one be- 
hind another, or like volumes of ſmoke rolling 
volume over volume involved in each other, 
and are as various in their ſhape and colour is 
the materials of which they are compoſed! 
You cannot ſay, Here ends one mountain, | 
and here begins another; they are ſo inter- 
mingled, and extend for twenty or thirty miles 
in length, and ſeem to form a barrier to this 
country; as if the Creator had faid to the 
invaders of it, Thus far ſhall you come, and 
no farther. They who did were generally 
puniſhed for their preſumption, by being re- 
pelled with loſs and diſgrace.— Now, if yo 
pleaſe, you may imagine Mr. Rice ſtanding 
upon the beautiful hill Penalltmawr, T- 
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ON PENALLTMAWR.. 


Shall Grongar bill engrofs immortal praiſe, 
And flouriſh ever green in Dyer's las 
And thou, O Penalltmawr, that rears ſo high _ 
Thy beauteous head, in dark oblivion lie ? | 
Thou too. canſt boaſt thy clear meand'ring flood, 
Thy painted meadows, and thy pendant woods 
With charms ſuperior can the Muſe delight. 
Inſpire her numbers, and the ſong invite, 
O! with what raptures, when the god of day 4 x0) 
Shoots forth athwart thy brow his dawning ray, 
1 breathe thy fragrant air, and feaſt mine eyes 
On that delicious lawn, that round me lies] _ 
If to the ſouth my lab' ring ſight extends, 
In Sqmerſet's fair vales the landſcape ends, 

The ſpace between the various proſpect yields * 
Of Severn and Glamorgan's fruitful field 
Whoſe well-known fate this leſſon ftill affords, ' 
Neꝰ er to our aid to call. in foreign ſwords. 

The weſtern view preſents a glaſſy plain, | 
Where Towy mingles with his parent main; 
ere e eee 
ln ſweet meanders, and his courſe delays... 


renn L | 


The mighty Richmond's birth, a fertile coaſt, 105 
? 
| There did the long-expetted hero land, 

| ho wang he eps from the traits han, * 
Did in the field the rival roſes ſoin, 

And fix d the hero in the Britiſh line. 

The ruins of thy tower, Llanſteffan, ſhew 
What dire effects from civil diſcord flow. © 
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See the reverſe from induſtry and peace K. 
In yonder walls, whene trade and wealthy increaſe. 
Carmarthen, peerleſs town. But I forbear, 
What neighb' ring cities muſt with envy bear. 

Deep in the vale St. David's palace ſtands, 
Where Towy's waters fertilize'the lands. 
What though no coſfly pillars grace thy wally * 
No ftatues, grottoes, fountains, or canals * ' 
Thy lors great virtues eminently fine: 
There politics and folid learning Join. 
O Claget, who can hear thee talk, unmov'#?! 
Where pow't and intereft moet wich no regard, 1 
But pers nal merit has its due reward. 5 8 | 


'LETTER XXIV. 
Ta Mrs. I «dF 


Carmarthen, Auguſt 5th, . | 
W anzeven I turn my wondering eyes, I 
am enchanted ; yet-the people here, with the 
ſcenes always before them, and having no idea 
of the ſameneſs of à flat country, do but half 
enjoy their paradiſe. I fear they ſometimes 
think me very romantic, and at others believe 


I am flattering them, when I only faintly ex- 
| preſs 


2 HAVEN, A... 
Tide here See ee chere is no- 
thing for her to do, nature has ſo embelliſhed 


every ſpot, and given to it the beauty that 


beſt becomes it. Every Hill has its verdure, 
its wood, and its proſpect, peculiar to itſelf: 
every valley its meadows, its rrrulet, its ſhade, 
and its ſtream, ** whoſe glaſſy boſom ſhews 
the ſky.” In this country ſhepherds may in- 
deed deſpair beſide the limpid water; but be- 
ſore I came hither, I wondered where che 
poets found ſo many cryſtalline brooks, by 
which they placed their dying ſwains. The 
hedges, that in other countries compoſe a/great 
part of their beauty, and in ſorne oompriſe the 
whole of it, are here almoſt overlooked} 
though tron very rich, and variegated with 
wild roſes and boneyſuckles. A ſort of luxus 
riant oak, that does not riſe into a tall tech 
and the mountain aſh, grow ſpontaneouſſy in 
them. The birds chat inhabit theſe imper- 
vious retreats, fill the air with their melodieus 
notes, and carol apa avon ee 
« dewy eve. 1 903, 08:0 

Abit ach fein eber ye 
cated Penlan. In cannor be fd of Wales, 48 
4 Mr. 
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thouſand. nameleſs hills, for every. hill here 
has a name, and every mountain too. To 
- ſtand upon the top of Penlan, when the ſun is 
going down, and ſee it reſt upon the hills, as 
if loath to leave thoſe delightful, ſcenes 1 to 
behold an infinite number of the moſt ſub- 
lime objects, tinged by its golden gays, and 
theſe not crouded together, but each at a diſ- 
tance ſrom the other, yet near enough to be 

ſeen diſtinctly, without fatiguing the eye or 
the imagination : to view Pemlltmawr, and 
Alltfryddin, crowned with never-fading beauty, 
the ſublime. ruins of Drusllwyn Caſtle, and 
Caer- Kenin Caſtle, and Golden Grove (a gen- 
tleman's ſeat fo called, which well deſerves 
that name) is delight inexpreſſible. On the 
other band, to look down upon the ancient 
palace of Aberguilly, with the Towy laying 
its foot, and to ſee the dark-green woods, that 
ſkirt the diſtant mountains, is amazingly grand. 
Now turning our eye towards the vale,< fait 
Carmarthen” ſeems to invite us to return once 
more to the © buſy haunts of men; it exhibits 
an intereſting. contraſt to the former proſpect, 
and a liyely ſcene of active induſtry, Of this 
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laſt the jron-works Fj aw web 
They are extremely curious; and worthy the 
inſpection of | thoſe, who: underſtand. and de- 
light in ſuch wonderful, proofs of the art and 
ingenuity of man. To a mind diſpoſed as 
mine is to the contemplation of natural objects, 
« the ſilent beauties of -unadorned; nature, a 
« bright day, a ſtill evening, a ſtarry hemi- 
« ſphere, are ſources of unadulterated plea 
« ſure.” While it, believes it ſees. the Deity 
through all his works, the moſt common ob- 
jects, even a blade of graſs or a daiſy, have 
power, to charm. What then muſt. be the 
raptures of a ſoul thus conſtrued, to behold 
the ſublime objects that every way enxiton ſuch 
a country as this! + This m be my apology 
for dwelling ſo, much on the ſcenes. | As the 
names of moſt Places are derived from ſome 
neighbouring river, ſome production indige+ 
nous to the ſoil, ſome hero or philoſopher to 
whom it has given birth; ſo Carmarthen takes 
its name from Merlin: and as many things 
here have a reference to that famous perſonage, 
I have been very anxious to gain all the in- 
formation about him I was able, by teazing 
wo friends to colle&t for me, of the old peo- 
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ple, Wen ballads, traditions, & his" pro 
Phecies, of which there ate 4 pea nlp 
have not been fitoge defzfül. They 
* have afforded me much amüfemleft; and 5 
the extracts I have made give you uy, 'm 
time will not have been ill Tpent In Sa 
chem. This Kind of legendaty lote has it it 
fuch a mixture of the marvellous and poetical, 
that it fits my tafte. Beſides, it is the only 
thing which, at the preſent day, can thtow 
any light upon the opinions and manners f 
iemote times. Though the accoutits it con- 
tains : are impetſett, It is curious o trace the 
operations of the human mind i in evety period. 
But 1 know not whether it be moſt mot- 
tifying or pleaſing to obſerve, how Tithe can 
be attributed to our boaſted natural under- 
Randing. when feft to Ha, uninformed "ty 
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or, and went to engage Hengift. - . 
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w Aae 
« Vortygern of a loue daye, and to have ſome 
« Jonde wythiut fyptityhget yt he myht at- 
corde with the Britons. . Vortigeri grandted 
« hym a loue daye, and it was ordred that it 
** ſhold be, holden befyde Salyfburys and Hen 
« giſt ſhold come thyder with for hondryd 
6c knyghts and no moor.” And the kynge with 
« as mony, of the wyſcd. of his onde. And 
* at the daye the kynge came with his'coun- 
40 ayll e. But Hengi made "warned: his 
„ knyghtes priuely 29800 ſhoſd put e hen, 

& "knyfe in into, his hole "ind when Be ayech 8 
hs it is t) to tpeks of love and peas eüty 
> l Slots Th Teo © his Lite a 
© ſee 78 4 2 Q * 


ads and that tne cleaged fled its 8 pa 


2 1 5 the king IT wis tikeh ard pit his priſe} 

i 1 750 751 of Hey, LF men wold; hit he 
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| « thold. be b (13 5 al quycke. Snob warvsrd Al dw 
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to fave: his: life, granted them whatever, they 
alked, and gave up all the land to ihe Saxons, 
Then * N a went into 
eee, 
And they adviſed him to make à caſtle, and 
defend hienſelſe therein, yf need were 
The maſons were {et about it immediately: 
but all the work they did in the day fell down 
in the night. +: The kynge was ſore andyed 
« of that myſchaunce ; whereſore he let ſend 
« after the wyſeſt clerkes, and alſo learnd men, 
* were through-oute:; Wales hat they 
*. ſhold him tell what was: beſte for to do: 
«and when,theſe wyſe. men long: tyme had 
© tudyed, they ſayed to the kynge. he {hold 

« da cken chyide born of a Woman, that 
5 and that 
ſlayne, and tempre with hys 

«< blood the morteriof the werke, andi ſd ſhold 
the werke euer endure without ende/ 
Tben ade king. commanded. bis, mie{ſecigers | 


found ; and in witneſs of this he gave them 
letters, that they were not to be'® ate, | 


WY | M 2 


bring him with them, wherever he might be 
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nor let b bb math!” nd when they. chm 
to Carmardyne, aus they went along, they 
heard: two boys, of ' fourteen pears of age, 
_ _*chydynpe to gyder. And one ef them aid 
to the other, Donebut;,/ ye do wrongs 4 
u chyde with me, for ye have mw Wye, m 
e reaſoh, as I have. Oerteſe, Merlyn, ſayd 
_ «(hey of your wytte nor reaſon I give no 
« force ; for men ſuy, ye have nothing of God 
eee * bych 'ye* hadde newer fader 
* hut ef n ae, r your! 
% oder:! 2H Holy I ads anj}s 2 
— cntllyer Gab the ſtryſe 
bytwyxt theſe two gromes, they enquitod of 
thoſe that food by where Merlin was born, 
that a gentle woman of Carmordyne wWas his 
mother; but none hne Wo wis his farker: 
When they heard this, they weint de dhe War- 
gen of the ton, und told him dhe king Will: 
Then Merlin and his mother were brought to 
the wurden, and he commanded wem do go 
with the meſſongord. When they Came be- 
be ane ws N 
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and wha begat him, The gen- 
* dleyromban anfireredyall wepynges Lneur had 
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was hen ſon, 


eg pan of yorklly man, But, Ll faid the, 
% 1 way, @ younge mayden_in my Jader's 
« chambre, with. oder of great Jynage in my 
« company, which, oft tymes wente $0 ſport 
= thee, Lleft,alope in my chambre. and wold 
* p96 for brynnyoge of the 15 
* thers came, on a ine, a fayre chelor, 
« and entered. in my chambre, Where J was 
7 alone; hut how he came in, and where, I 
«« wyſt, neuer, nor yet, know I not, for the 
£ doores were faſt barred; ſo chat he begat this 
* chylde. But neuer myght I wyt what he way, 
. When Merlyn had heard alt that bis oder 
had fayde, he ſpake to the king thus: Syr, 
« how, I was begot ane he n home 3, for jt 
« falleth not to you, ne to none other to Mxt. 
But tell me the cauſe, why I am brought 
« to vou, The king cruelly enbwered,. My 
« wiſe conncellors have given me to! under- 
[** Rang, thax.the wartar of work 1 have be- 
« gun, muſt he tempered: with your blood. 
yr, fayde, "OE | -wyll ye flee me for 
my blood? Yes, fade the. Ange. or 
e el thall never endure,” Then 
MG rv anſwered | 


| 
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anſwered Merlin to the Ling, « 


er councellors Cone "before me, n will 


prove that they fay not well hor truly. . 
And when they were come; Merlin e — 


to tell bim the reaſon, why bis blood"was to 


make the work ſtand. All the wiſe men were 


abaſhed, and could not anſwer Merlin. He 


then ſaid to the king, '*'Syr, T Half tell 5 you 


40 the cauſe hy your work faileth. There js 


a under the mountain, where you! have bolt 
« your tower, a great pond ; and in the bot- 


« tom of the pond there are two dragons,” "8p 


* one 18 white, the other red. and they fyghte 


KG togyder agaynſt your werke. Do you mine 


5 


6 deep, till your men come to 'the _ pond, 


« and cauſe your men to take tlie water all 
out, then you will fee the Tragotis, as 1 have 
40 told you.” 3 
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chere found the dragons. <c The whyte dra- 


gon eagerly aſayled that reed, and Hyde him 
on ſo ſtrongly, that he myghte not endure, 


but withdrewe him, and reſted in a cave ; and 
e han he had reſted hym a while, he went 


« and affaylled y* reed dragon angerly, and 


* held hym ſo ſore, chat he myght not agaynſt 
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* emure} but» wtdeewt: hym andoraſted. 
< ſtronfjely he foughi with dhe reeds and bot 
hym evyll, and hym bvercanie, that he ſiodde 
* eee eee e 
Now Vortigern iy Hat this batayl. 
<4 grete mervayle and , praged-Merlyp-q; tell 
hy what it myght he taken. Syr,quadMer- 
<6; tyn, the rend dragon berakenth yourdelfe, 
< 2nd the whitebetokenath the folke of Saxon, 
y, fyrſt ye thke and held- in your loode, y 
„ enchaced' and they drove out the Brytons, 
«« and deſtroyed cryſstendame. Vt had fyrſt 
< grete joy,” wha they: droue away: your ee 


« mys; but now it is ſorowe 3 for the/4wo 
<-broders:of:--Conſtafice;,+ yi was kynge; 7 
« whicheye lete fle, ſhall cone, fore 1; dayes 
< paſs; with a grete power from L Bry- 
< tayhe, and ſhall avenge the dethe of thyre 

dbroder, and they ſhall hren you Fyriſt; and 
4 alter Hee; a grete parte of the: bau and 
<< therefore abyde e here na laager to Mate a 
a caſtel, or order werke, hut anon got elles 
<-where-to ſave your diues ? 1 to qorlel yd » 
Then Merlin and his mother returned; to 
le X44 Carmerdyne ; 
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brother tee come with 2 great bolt. Tu. 
Brytons aſſembled, and wert to 
with the great nobleſſe, and crowned: All 
lambtos king. Ne then aſked here Verti- 
gern was to be found, ſor be was -reſobred to 
avonge the death of hin brother-Conftarice. 
Vortigern fled to 4 very ſtrong caſtle; hen 
he heard that Aurilambrous and U thar were 
come. © But they beſyeged the caſteł long 
1 tyme, and it was ſtronge aud well acayed; 
ſo at the laſt they caſtetd wylde fre and 
i brente houſes- and men, and all thyte at. 
taye; and Vortigern was bronte/amange a 
4% ders + SW, tf Jt wog 3107 e 2p 
{ Now near the city, that wascalledSalibury,” 
was the place where the Saxons: flew:the Briv - 
tons, when Hengiſt and they: ſhould have 
mode a loue- day, - and the kynge. therref 
hadde greate pyte, and thought to mad in 
4" mynde of theme a monumet of ſtone, whiche 
« myghte endure to the worldes ende. And 
of this thynge he took counſeylle. The 
* byſshop of London ſpale to che kynge; that 
| me en e 
1 21ny * 1s * beſts 
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i beſte telle, how this thynge myghte beſto he 
„made. When Merlin cane, he ſaid to the 
kings, Thore ben gte ones in, Leland; and 
Jonge, upon a hill of. kayn, that men call 
« Gyauntes-karol #4 and f thay wee in thys 
Place, as they hen chere, they wold endure 
« for euermore, in remembraunce of thoſe 
„ Knyghtes that here bo ettared. Per ma 
ſoy. ſayed the. kynge, as bande Itobes ben 
„in my londe a in Irlande. Boch, y d 
„Meriyn, but in, all. your londe ben none 
« ſoche; far gyauntes/ fot them there, ſor grꝭ te 
gude ef themſelſo ſot at every time theß 
were wounded og in ony maner hurte, they 
eeyſche the ſtonues with hot water, and they 
waſihe them there - with, and anone they 
« were. hole“ bob. gel zich u bowöhb 1 
A. pon 6, the Britons, heal this, they 
ſwore, they would go and ſeck theſe. ones, 
and they too with them Merlin, and Uther 
the king's brother, to he chief captain. And 
they came to the mount of Kyan, and-tlthed 
up the mount; but when ne 
rares e Thoſe com: never beues 
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py — them their möſtake, 
and Uther and his men brought thein in: ups 
to Salyſbury. As ſoon as'the-morwimebt Was 
made, the king richly-revirded-Merlit and 
his men, And lete can thar plaee Stone 
6 henge euer aufter. i. ef 7602.” 
And it beſell, that kynge Aurilambtus was 
ſeke. Then Cappa, a Sarreſyn, put upon 
him an habyte of tellygyon, and lete ſhave 
e him a brode crowne, and came uuto the 
kynges courte, and fayed, 'Syr, be of gude 
&:comforte ; for I ſhall give you ſoche à me- 
* dycene, that ye ſhall goo to ſlepe, and have 
gude reſte : and the traytoure gaue bym 
ſoche poyſon to flepe anone tyghte; that he 
« deyed in his ſlepynge. And the traytoure- 
* ſayed, y he wold goo out to the felde;/tyll 
© he were awaked, and fo eſcaped he awaye ; 
* for no man had to hym ſuſpeccyon, fur becaſe 
« of his habyte, chat he was clothed, in, and 
* alſo his brode ſhauen crownes | . 
And on the morrow;” after that Avena 
Ade as deed, about the tyme of pryme, ; 
< there was ſeen a ſterre, grete and clere, and 
« that beame of the ſterre was bryghter than 


« the 


of »þ £03 


; MIEDFORD HAVEN. 5 
« the ſonne,; and àt the bought of the heame 
« appettted᷑ d dragon's hend; and but of hys 
mouth Gwe 56 huge lyghtes, that were as 
« toards Fraumoe and ſtreyht öuer the ſer, 
« thyderwurde ; and but of the beate came 
ſeven beames full clere and longè, as it were 
« the lyght fyre. This ſterte was ſeen f 
« mony à mon, but none of chem. wyſt what 
« it betokened'; and the Brytons lete call Mer- 
lyn, and prayed hym for to tell what thut 
« it myghte betoken. aft. .,09 De 
ee Dc n 
Merlyn's Intarpretacyom of the Stenre; '* 
« Merlyn fawe' that fterre, and behelde it a 
Jonge tyme; and Iythen fe quoke, ahd Wepte 
« teridetly, and fayed to Uther, Alas f ulas! 
chat ſo noble a kynge and worthy is desd; 
and 1 do you to onderſtonde, that Aurflan- 
« btos your broder is empoyſonecd; that fe 1 
« well in this terre; and ybùrſelfe is betokcned 
« y heed of | the Aragon, "that is fcen dt the 
„bought of the 'beame* that is yourfelſe, 
« that ſhall be kynge, and reygne; and by tlie 
« beame, y* ſtondeth to warde the weſt, is on- 


« derſtonde, that ye ſhall get a one; hat fall 
| * conquere 
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- conquere eat he. hall hr « 
worthy kynge, and of more hopavty than 
euer were ony of his ancaftoures ; and; the 
- + ſeven, beames betoken, that ye ſhall have 
« ſeven ſonnes. And every one of y* ſhall be 
* kynges, and reygne W moche honeure. 
lambros, and the body was barne uno 
Stone -henge with motche honoure. Au in 
e remembraunce of the dtagon, that he ws 
* lykened to, he lete make ty dragons, 
* through the counſyll of his Brytons. And 
* made that one ſor to bo borne" before 
him, when he wente into batyle, and that | 
« oder for to abyde at Wyncheſtre in the 
« buſshop's chyrche, and after thys he was 
named Uther Pendragon. And Uter wold 
be crowned at London, and hold a ſolemne 
i ſeaſt, and lete ſomane al his erles and ba- 
 rons, that they ſhold come to that) feaſt; 
s and al thoſe that hadde wives, ſhold brynge 
them al to that feaſt. And eee 
« came. NE 

. « The. feaſt was od aged, 00 60 
eee So. yl the erle Gor- 
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« joys and Igreyns his wife late; bert unto;(y*" 
« nefſe of that lady,/ and the ibeaute that che» 
hadde, he waſe anone rayihed forhenbeaute;- 
and he made to her nyc countenance) in 
« lokynge and danghynge. 80 at che daſt dh 
« ere perevyuoll it. And he ro up from the 
« table in wrath6, andyake his wyfc, ad called 
<« his knightes/ and went thens. without, tak 
eue ef the kynge j vchereat the hynge was 
« wrothe and dydde him def And che crle 
« went to the caſtle of Cyatagy Aud che 
kynge lete order 2 grete hoſte, and hyſeged 
V euſtle, and d welled chere twemy-five days, 
_ «« yetneverimyght ſpede. Andenerhedlionght = 
« loud chat he wpite.not what to ddl) 1a & 
„ kynge told him 4 hys -counſelye andahin 
yl. Aud that very night the d ynges men 
« pave à grote aſſault to che caſtle, ant abe 
* erle and yd men many chem defend, Hut 
« of the luſte affault che erele was hymirlf 
« ſhyne and y* caſtle taken. Then the kynge 
ſpouſed Igreyne with moche honqnte, and 
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« ſhe: was delyvered of a fone, whyche was 
«called: Arthur. Now kynge Uter fell ſche, 
< and the Saxons ſede, yf he was dede they 
to empoyſon the kynge. And they went 
0 thederwarde in poor mennes wede to accom- 
plysſhe theyre falſe purpoſe, but they myght 
4 not approche the kynge. And at the laſte 
« they eſpyed, that he drank water out of 2 
<:clere well that was nyghz and the ſalſe 
I traytours put therin poyſon, and when the 
<, kynge'drauk thereof he began to ſwell, and 
ſoone after he dyed. And Uther's folke bare 
him to Stonchenge with grete ſolemnity of 
bysſhopes and barons, to burye hym beſyde 
nent they dyd ſend unto hys ſone Arthur, 
«that he ſhold come and be made kynge: 
. and he was crowned at fiſteen yer of age, 
and was nobly beloved for. hys bountg . and 
« largeſſe. And Merlyn gyfted hym with a 
ſwerde, when he departed from hym to be 
<4<:crowned kynge. And the name of the 
„ ſwerde was Caburne, or Callyburne,, and 
0 Merlyn hade alſo teached bym al the learn 
ing werein he hadde. knowledge, when, he 
Tio « was 
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® flewe all the Saxons that had ſo.denei?” Hd 
when Arthur had ſettled his land in phate, 
® he aſked of Merhyn che adventures of I. 
_ ®kynges, the laſte that were uo reygne in 
et. prin —ů— 

t . 7 

1 4 Rolando 3 425x015 ae 
yr, fayd Merlin; in ths yer fs aces 

© nacyon of Jheſu Cryſt 1215, ſhall | 
© Jambe oute of Wyncheſtre, | why 
* tongue, and true lyppes, and he (hall have 
* wryten in his hert Holyneſſe. Thy lambe 
ſhall make mony Goddes houſes, and he 
< ſhall e neee 
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as are eee 
* medled with mercy, and alſo wyt h wood-. 
nes. And that ſhall have berde as a gote, 
chat ſhall gyve in Englonde a ſhadowe, ne» 
e ig? 
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« and thersalbcome ter ys oon! 

an gets dethe of peopleꝭ &cc. &c. re 
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After this gote ſhall come a bore,” that 


«« ſhall bave an feed ef A hyte lyom und py- 
e teous lokynge. mung mall bereft to 
« ſeke men; &c. &c. 
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800 aſter thys 'bore Thall come a lambe, 
« kadfiige N of 16d, ind an heb ef bak, 
„and an herte of coppe, ane 
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e ae, be 10 le 5 6 effet Gigs: 
Alter "this Mitte) wha! cont: mould-" 
eue bud of Gods mouth, a caytiff, 
= coward; « hare, be ſhall have an eder 
« ſky; ag a gote} and vengenunce hall Fay 
» upon hytti for ſynne, &. MOT 50 „hn 
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„And then Hall tremble the lod,” that is 
„called Englände, 48 "da aspen leyf, atid"in 
kat tüte Thall caſtles be felled' doam upon 

a N a cage 
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* campſe ; and it ſhall me that Beverde thall 
be drye, for the bodyes that (hall fall derd 
c therin. - The foure ches fe figdes in Eng- 
londe ſhall renne in bloode, and the hote 
*'bathes ſhall become celde, and then ſhall 
the land be pested/into two partes. To the 
% Dragon aud ta the _ ann 
fer our 25 
| rot 999} » 
„And it ee eee ol 
* Irlond Joyned with due Soots, and made 
warte upen Arthur z but he went towardes 
„ « thaw and gave them baytall, and dar came 
« them, and the kynge of Ielonda fladde into 
« Irlonde, and Arthur torned agaynſt the Sogts, 
* and wold have them al ſſayne. But hyſſopa 
% and abbottes and oder folke of the countree, 
and ladyes bare - heeded come before hm, and 
** cyyed hym merey, fayenge. Genn kynge, 
28 y ate a waynteyder of Cryſtendome, have 
* pyte on us, for by our dethes ye gete he 
« worſhype to. ſlec Goddes falke 1 fer- We have 
hadde moche ſorowe by the Saxons, they 
have taken our caſtles and ſayne.que beeſtes 
0 eten 3 and yf ye flee; us crying your 
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<< us: ones came: wherefors: fur -Gaddes ene 


40 people y bylove m | f | 

— — ſorfowe, he had 

4 of them, and gave them tyfo und lyme 

| — any more harine/ and: they felle 
„ downe: to hys fect- ant rr — 
«< became hys lyge men. tt min 


A 
To all men that had 3 
„ warres he gave ryche gyftes, thankynge 


| 34 When 
he had brought bys hunde in pad and 
«and rer 
umme then tocke he and r we 
„ wyte: that was called Guencver, e 
her queene; a fayre lady and 2 geneyH, 
<« Cador erle of Cornwayle NED 
in hys chambre. But never hadde 


« chyldren wgyder, and neverthele@\ kyaige | 


„Arthur loyed her — wel. _— 
uered \Gutlande Idande, 

« Mas + 12 yers in peas, and reyued r 
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de emperours courto of kame yas not 464 


„ coumted: to kynge Arthur, that ony man 
* wyſt of, nor none fo wel prayſed, and there 
*. fore y* beſt knyghtes of al maner landes 
t came unto hym there for to dwelle, and he 
them receyved with good wyll and reve= 
< rence. . And al the knyghtey were ſbo good, 
that no man knew the werſte, and therefore 
* kynge Arthur made à roumde table, that 
« whan they ſhold ſytte at theyr mete; al hold 


| © be lyke hygh and evenly ſerued, that none 


< of them ſhold make auant that one of ther 
<'were hyer than anoder. And the kynge 
« hadde at that table Brytons, and Frenſhmen, 
<« Normans, and Flemyngs, Burgoyns, Man 

< cers, and Lotherins, and of al landes on thys' 


© halfe of the mount Gorie, and of hys lande of 


« Brytayne, and of the grete Cornewayle, of 
Wales, and Irlande and Scotland, Jutland; 
« Tcland, and, ſhortly to tell, of al the landes 
that wolde worſhyppe chyvalry, ſuche cane 
«to kynge Arthurs courte.'': 7 {LCD ack 
And Arthur, by the advice of his barons and 
lords, went to conquer France; for it belong 
ed to him of right derived to him from his 


geränd- father W An a great ge- 
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neral, whiſe hame was Proll; with tis army, 


engaged with Arthur and his army; but they 
obliged Froll to flee to Paris, where they be- 
ſieged him a great While. And there was 
„e eyty y they dyf- 
« pended al thyr vytale, that they had wyth- 
in, and ſo grete honger became ymonge 
« them, that they dyed wonderly thycke, and 
came unto Froll, and prayd hym to be ac- 
corded to Arthur for to have peas. 80 
e when Froll ſawe, that he myght no longer. 
holde out the towne agaynſt theyr wyl, he 
ſende to Arthur, that he ſhold come fyght 
« wyth hym body for body; and the kynge 
« graunted- it anne, and wold. not, that none 
« of hys people undertoke the batayle for 
« hym.. And upon the -morowe! both came 
| « well arayed without Parys, there that they 
dende And anone they ſmote to- 
** geders ſoo fyerſiy, and ſo wel they ght on 
< bothe ſydes that no man deemed / better 
5 af them: and ſo it hefel, y Froll-gave leyng 


Arthur foch « troks, that. he kneled ta 
** grounde, wold he nold he; and as Froll 
« wounded Arthur in the forhede y the blode 
1 r, hys eyen and hys face, Ar- 
* « thur 


182 reo coanfrrr,r 
„cer bene up egtehy whan be se br 
hurt. as 3 man y ſtemed almooſt wood. And 
© he take Caburpe hys goade fwerd. and drewe | 
it np on gh, and gave Fron ſuche 
oke, 7 thereuyth he dove bye Need 
dung to the ſholders, fo that hys helme 
« myght not be bys wartaunt, and ſo he fel 
© dovwne deed in the place, and they of the 
« cyte made great forowe for Pr 
They yielded up the: city immediately, and 
after that Arthur went and conquered many 
other places in France, and returned te Pris 
and lived there two. years... And no man, 
« were he never: fo. grete @ lorde, dueſt not 
_ « move: warre agaynſt bym, nother do aryſt 
< for to make y* lande of /Praunce inquiete. - 
And he dyd mony grete wonders and re- 
< prened many proude men and cuy! tyranntes, 
and them chafiyfed after theyt merytes. 
And he advanced al bys kaygſtty and berans 
* thae adde fought in hys ferviee, and whan 
de hadde done thys, be came inte his own 
lande of Brytayne, aud held a folemne feste, 
and invited al hy kynges to it, wid they 
wee ten, beſydo al the erles und batons of = 
*« the hade. And mony a fayve” foft kynge 
i , WY „„ Arthur 
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„ Arthus hadde- hold before, but heimer none 
* ſoche, zer ſo ſolemne f and it laſted fifteen 


„ dayes with woche honout and myrthe.. 
The de daye, as kybge Arthur fit at 
. hys mots ytronge hys kynget, and them that 
fit at the ſveſt, before them carne in twelve 
< men of arge, rychly atayed; and courtbuſly 
they falewted the kynge and fayed hey 
<« came from Rome, ſende as mheflarigers fro 
y emperour, and n 
rr 
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© LETTER' FROM THE men p# 'BOME 
TO ARTHURe' © / h 


bf cnich us meruayleth, you "IF 


arte ohes ſoo hardy, wyth thyn eyen in thyn 
contake 


* heed, to make open warre, or 
* agaytiſte us of Rome, y owe al the worlde 
to deme. For thou haſte nentr yet before 
* thys tyme proved and afſayled thy ſtrength 
* of Ropayns, and therefor thou it ſhall in a 
© ſytett For Julius Cezar conquered 
* the lande of Brytayne, and toke thereaf | 
truage, and our folke have it longe hadde, 
cl hgh ty pre th take 

N 4 * Wherefore 


— ee 
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: Wherefore, we of Rome co und ye that 


|  * thoy Jelde it again, , And yethaſte ye moe 


* foly.done, that thou haſte ſlayne Froll, that 
was our baron of Fraunce, and therefore al 
. the comyns of Rome warneth the and cotn= 
L maunde the, upon lyfe and. lymme;/yi yon 
« in haſte, be at Rome, amendes for to make of 


e "thy miſdeeds., And yf it be ſo n you come 


* not, we ſhall come with ſtrength; and ye | 
« ſhall not have a fote of land of thyne.owne, 
© that we ſhall not deſtroy it, and after warde 
* wyth thy body we ſhall do al our wyll. 


When this letter was read, all that were 
preſent at the feaſt, were highly indignant 
at it, and would have killed the meſſengers 
on the ſpot ; but the king would Nor. ſuffer - 
it, ſaying they ſhould not be in nj1 jured i in his 
court. On the contrary, he ordered them 
to be worſbypfully entertained. After dinner 


he conſulted his kings, barons, and earls, 


what anſwer he ſhould return ; and they all, 


with one voice, adviſed him to afſemble A 
great hoſt, and manfully take revenge upon 


the emperour for his inſolence. And they 
{wort * ws 8 dar name, that they would 


7 never 
« h 4 
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never deſert king Arthurenbiq: fred | 
this ö obhtow.5d1.gi N NI anna.” 


* * . * 
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« Underſtande ynronge vou of Rome, abst 

e 1 W Arthur of Brxtayne, and freely 
it holde, and ſhall holde. And at Rome 
* haſtely I wyll be, not to gyue truage, hut 
for to aſke truage. For Conſtantyne, that 
© was: Eleynes ſbne; that was emperour of | 
Rome, and of al the -hohbure that thereto _ 
belongeth, and Maximiam kynge, don 
quered all Fraunce and Almayne, and on- 
* quered Lombardy ; and theſe twp were myne 
* aunceſtonrs, and what, they heide I had, and 
_ pre an 7 us 


5 ALivks this letter v, wal, ajade and 
* ſealed, kynge Arthur. to theſe meſfüngers 

« gaue gyfts; and when they returned: to 
Rome, they told the empewut hoy dy 
they were received ; _ ©; and alſo; of the royall 
8 e that Arthur had wyth hym for to 


ene e how dee eee ” 
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« then he n ober 
« kynge lyuynge in the worlde. n 


« And Arthur, and all his W a 
© and erles, took ſhypping and dyd goo unto 
* the ſee, and had wynde and weder at wyl; . 
* and, as ſoon as they might, they landed 
cout. of their ſhyppes, and fpradde all ouer 
the countre. - And Arthur's ſpyes told hym, 
that the emperour was compng with ſuch 
* grete army, compoſed of Sarraſyns;' of 
« Paynems, and Cryſten men, that it would 
be but foly to ſtand againſt them, for they 
were fyve or ſyrt to one. But kynge 
Arthur was bold and hardy; for noo thynge 
« hym dyſmayde, and fayde, Go we boldly in 
* Goddes name agaynſt them, that wyth 
them lede Sarraſyns and Paynerns, that no 
<« manner truſte they have i Godd, but anly 
« upon their ſtrength, and Godd ſhall us 
* helpe them to onercome ; for we have the 
« ryght openyon, uid thaidfors enn 
in Godd. 

4 And when Arthtr A thus faxed, 
* they cryed all wyth an hye voycr: Godd 
* graunt us grace well for to do, and to 
© deſtroy the enemyes, that ane 


6 tendome. 
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„ terdoms, Abd they todo ſoſtely and or- 
« dered\thyr wyngs well and wyſdy; and the 
« emperour ordered his wynges im the beſt 
« wyſe that he code, and more truſted in 
« hys firength than in Good, and that was 


ſeen aſtet warde for when the two hoſtes 


«« rnette, the emperour loſt four of hys folke 


« agaynſte one of kynge "Arthers, In thys 


4 battayle was ſlayne by Arthur five kynges of 
the Paynems, and of other wonder<moche 
people. And Arthur and hys men fought 
« fo well, that the Puynems and Romeyneèes 
* had no more ſtrength to wythſtonde them, 
than twenty ſheep aguinſt fyve wulues; and 
« the emperdur hymſelf was ſſaynei 1A 

« $6 whan the Romaynes and Prynems 
am that, they ſorſook the fyeld, and Arthur 
'* chaſed ti it wn darke; und fo muty was 
„ kynd, as it was wondrous to tell; andthe 
** Kynge tefliriied-Godd thinks for hiv Feber. 
7 he buryed & hys own 


* honourably, and ſent the body of the G. 


« perour to Rome 3 
And it eame to paſs after all theſe thyngs, 
that Mordred, to whom he had entruſted his 
realme during Nis abſence, had taken pofſeſſion 
of 


1 


| 
1 
ö 
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fame is, that there is in Merlin's Hill a cave, 
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of it, and invited all the . | 
to aſſiſt him againſt; Arthur; and they fought 
a great battle, and Arthur made Mordred 


flee before him; but after having purſued 


him from place to place, Mordred determined 
to hazard another engagement; ſaying, He 
* hadde leuer dye, than longer flee.; And he 
* abode and gaue a harde battayle 10 kinge 
* Arthur and -hys people; ſo that there 
* eſcaped none awaye on lyues ſaue kynge 
« Arthur and other that were wounded to 
« the dethe. And Mordred was layne and 


all hys people, and al kynge Arthur's noble 
* knyghtes of the round table. And kynge 
% Arthur made himſelf to be borne into the 


« yle of Auylyon to hele his woundes. But 
« the Brytons ſuppoſe, that he ſhall come 
e agayne and conquere all Brytayne. And 
« Arthur was borne to Auylyon the twenty 


4 ſecond: yere of his reign, after the incar- 


1 ee of oure Nat uns be: mw 
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the mouth of which many habe ſcen at a 
diſtance; but when they approached the place, 


where they ſuppoſed: it to: be ſituated they 
have not been able to find it. Once indeed 


a venerable ſtranger enquired for the hill, 
and having by his ſkill in magic walked 
directly to the cavern, he came to a narrow 
paſſage, which was obſtructed by a wheel in 
perpetual motion, placed there by the art of 
Merlin. The ſtranger attentively ſurveyed 
the machine for a ſhort time; took a book 
from his boſom, read out of it a few words, 
unintelligible to thoſe who watched his mo- 
tions, and then touched tlie wheel with his 
wand. Immediately it ſtood ſtill, and the 
ſtranger paſſed beyond it. When he returned 
he read another ſentence from his book; and 
the wheel reſumed its motion. He then 
told the wondering people, that he had been 
to view king Arthur and his knights of the 
round table, who were laid aſleep in that cνοẽỹ 
by the enchantments of Merlin. At 4 ſet 
time the tnagician would rouſe them from 
their lleep; when they would ruſh forth, 
drive out the Saxons, anid inſtitute a Shibbleth, 
to 6 rw the genuine deſcenidatts of the 

ancient 
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ancient Brigons, over * king: Artur 
— — fond no 
dne, from that e find the 
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is almoſt unneceſſary ta tell you with, what 
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W. 13 2 of our; Grands at. Cor 
marthan for ſome time, and — rr 
rived at this place. Here we look upon ours: 
ſelves as in the haven where we would be; for 
ten dropped anchor and toak. refreſhments at 
wo paſſed. Bat to lay ade my metaphor, it 


pleaſure and kindneſs we were received by all 
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who haye experienced: the ſame ſenſationa. 
The radd from Carmarthen to Heyerforde : 
welt is ebarmiog 3'and though i is very hilly 
and mountainqus, I em now ſa ecoullomed to 
it, that I ſeldom expreſs mueh apprehenſion. 
Every. ſtep: of it exhibit a new proſpect. or 
ow the ſame objects in a diſſtreat point of 
Nat far from Carmarthen, but on this 
ſide of i, is a high mountain, called Alltik nap 
I know not tho ſigniſicatian af its name, or 
whether it alludes to what' the wits ſay of it, 
which ia, that | married mon, who hae no 
children, will be doomed ta everlaſting lahem 
in attempting to level it. A hard puniſhmigpt 
for what they cannot help! © Þehink it might 
with more propriety be allotted to thoſe who 
do not marry at alll—There is another very 
berth Mountain, which ia begun to be in- 
cloſed, I could almaſſ ſay I vas ſorry for itt 
it will eartainly roh this road of ſome of ita 
wild beauties. Bat the richneſt which the 
ture here calls albud ſor the hand of cubtiva- 
nian. No garden; nor the moſt extenſive 
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ant band {ihe theſe: ſoul 
whore: nature has diſpenſetl ſueb infinite vas 
riety, devoid of that ſtiffneſd of which every 


5 muſt in ſoine degreb purta ko. 
Boeſides the two mountains that I have no 


mee a long chain, at twenty miles dif 


tance, form an amphitheatre ; and Petſelli⸗ 


| — the higheſt of the group, pre ſeũts itſelf 


wherever the eye turns. Abbut the centre of 
this amphitheatre, two very remarkable roche 


| Rand boldly prominent, Auel the Truman 


rocks, one of which exactly reſembles 
fine Gothic cathedral.” 'The: ſea;/at intervals; | 
peeps through the ſoenery, and with its filver 


; 2 brightens the dark green of a deep gien 


oi thick wood. ee 109 965 t de 

The ſmall ef Mebeev conſtaniiy 
in fight, as we aſcend the mountain. Ita 
moſt ſweetly ſituated upon the brow of the hill 
Tt extends itſelf upon the utmoſt ridge, ſo that 


. It appears as if it was built on purpoſe. to or- 


nament the ſummit of the mountain. On a 


very ſteep rock, at the entrance of the tom 
ſtands the fineſt ruin of a caſtle that a paintes 
could i imagine. One of its broken towers has 


aſſumed a very ſingular ſſiape : it reſembles 


317522 , 
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ſome fabulous! beaſt: 1 think it & dear a 
lama than'ariy-other.” For ome fies d, the 
road this giganitic figure etqis to frown upon , 
you, and forbid your approach, flanding in 4 
very menacing poſture. It appears to have 
the head of a woman, with the face turned to- 
wards you; and her arms 4-Kimbo. 
Before we arrived at Narberth, the” aſcent 
was extremely ſteep.· It was noon, , and the 
ſun bore an amazing power; yet, as ſoon as 
we alighted from the chaiſe, our feet involun- 
tarily- carried us towards the caſtle,” We 
climbed. the rock, and explored” every part of. 
theſe romantic ruins, 'T coal willingly have 
ſecluded myſelf in them till the fin declined, 
but we were obliged to proceed on our journey, 
There is nothing that fills the mind with more 
agreeable ideas than the remains of ancient 
grandeur; and there being ſo many things 
of that kind in Wales, adds infinitely the 
pleaſures of all the views in itt. Fe 
I was very loath to quit this ſcene, for I 
could ſcarcely believe I ſhould find any other 
ſo much in uniſon with my taſte and feelings. 
But every place in this country has its pecu - 
rr and it is no diminution from one 
0 ta 


« || 
I} 
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tuation to ww, that another is beautiful on 
ſublime, for they are all infigitely g;, and the 
laſt 1 fee I always. think, the mgſt. charming, 
x We went through, two. other plages in qur. 
Way hither, St. Clears and Robeſtonwathen, ;, 
but as they, are only villages, and have, nothing, 
but their fityazion, worth remarking, I ſhall 
paſs them, over. We are quite at, a a, loſs. to 
account. for, one cirgumſtance that continually, | 
occurs, which is, that, eyery. Welſh. horſg wa) 
meet, is frightened at us. Whether. it be. 
tering, of the trappings of the hargeſs, 

e plaitings upon the, chaiſe, I canngt tells, 
but if we meet any women (for here the woe, 
men all go to market og horſeback, and their 
huſbands ſtay at home) we are obliged to ſtap, 
| ty, let them paſs, or many a, good woman: 
 - would loſe her eggs; and even ſure» 

Dun would ſcarcely, keep his legs, the ani- 
| mals are ſeized with ſuch e our ap- 


proach. 
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moſt Angular and-pritty places ydu gan n- 
ceive. It exhibits ſomething vety uncoth - 

mon in its appearance to the: eyd of one ae 
cuſtomed to a flat oountry, Who is uſed to ſes 
the hodſes in evety large town diſcolourt@ 
with ſmoke, and all the ſtreets upon a leyel- 
This is built upon the ſide of a hill, on Which 
the ſtreets ſtand in rows, with the houſes 
peeping over euch other, as regularly as a re- 
giment of ſoldiers, when the frofit| rank put 
their knee to the ground, the center rank ſinlt 
2 little, and the rear rank ſtand uprigit. The 
houſes ate entirely white, even the roofs; for 
the coals of this countty are of ſuch: a-nature 
as to emit nb ſinoke; and therefore they whito . 
waſh: them al} over. When the fun ſhines,” 
the luſtre/which' it gives to their appeararics 
mukes them reſemble. houſes made of cards, 
O 2 or 
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or a town built by fairies ; for there being no 
- ſmoke iſſuing. from the chimnies muſt imply, 
that the food of the inhabitants is either fruits 

or ſallads, or produced by ſome kind of en- 
chantment, without the uſe of fire. I have 
heard of people who were afraid of being 
| ſtarved on enterin g  Haverfordweſt about 
dinner- time, obſerving this phenamenon. 

Though its being built upon the ſide of a 
hill gives it ſo pretty an appearance, yet to 
Arangers it is attended with very unpleaſant! 
ſenſations, and ſometimes an awkward fall. 
The ſtreets are badly paved; and the fide hilt 
gives you a ſlippery kind of motion, ſomething 
betwixt ſliding and walking. Tou are like a 
machine, that is wound up to go” a certain 
length; for when you are once ſet off from the 
top of a hilly ſtreet, you go with impelled ve · 
Jocity to the bottom, and then ſtop with a 
jerk. From this circumſtance the women 
here. have acquired a very remarkable trip in 
their gait, and an elaſticity in their walk, that 
is not perhaps as graceful as the ſmooth lan- 
guid ſtep of an Engliſh woman of faſhion ; but 
it has a ſprightlineſs in it that well accords 
with the lively and nn 

y female: 
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female: and though this quick motion might 
go near to diſcompoſe*the fpirits, or diftocats 
the bones of a modern fine Hy; it Das no ef- 

fect upon the nervet, or the firm - uit joints, of 
a Cambrian beauty. I. dhô think myfelf a 
agile walker upen plamm ground, Am oblig 

to be content to flop myſelf from Alding den 
to the bottom of a ſtreet, by ne 
fides of the walls of the houſes,” I ws möch 
afraid of venturing" into à ſedan chzir 3 bu#T 
ſee che chiirmenm tin ſpring from pebble te 
pebble,” as cafily as the totrenit bounds from 
ſtone to ſtone dotyn the rocks, and Almoſt ut 
ſwiftly. Lever was tarrice .nl an wy ; 
fe; gow! D no gott eil ron ent att | 

This place is nter vr zer that bey 
St. Edmund's. It has three chürcheb; onẽ f 
which is much bigger ban the'others; and Ks 
2 very good organ in it. The orgatift 1s an 
excellent performer. 25 071 ney ſhone 
- The fitudtion' 6f Havetfordweſt is chifm- 
ing, and the. great number of agteeable Wilks 
about it render it enchunting. But that ywhich 
they call the Purade is eertsinly preferabls lo 
every other, becauſe it i om the banks of the 
"the n 9 


. 
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w desde, The name i is deriped. frm. the 
vyer dividipg itſelf into two branches, which 
ver, ſo 138 got dh pe apnoyed by the influr af 
the tide,apd commands's view af Heyerford- 
weſt; - The ade banks ae delightfplly 
pleaſant... MY D Hod Sits on 
In 2 of the ot aug. | 
Ting of a ꝓrigty that gyer was een, It covers 
an inamente quantity of grpund, and muſt have 
beep, when complete, of prodigjoys magnitude 

and ſplender, No the roof and upper tories 
are totally gone, and being expoſed to the wea- 

ther, and to the more cruel deſtruction of g- 

Agrant People apd idle boys, it v hn fall 
into total decay, Nut at prſent it Sands he 
majeſtic remains: of ſuperſtitign and bigotry, 

of erer and gagnifigence,...-This;is conminly - 
the fineſt ruin in Pembrokeſhisez thoughithexe 
is not 3 tog or village in the: whale, princi- + 
pality that has not the remains of: ſame cefide 
or abbey in it. We walked upon tha parade 
by moqn- light the Scher evenings ad I cd 
hot help fancyipg, that I ſaw the former paſ- 
ſeſſors of ahole 1 — 
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twixt the mouldering walls, or leaning againſt 
ſome tottering pillar, or flitting along the 
banks of the tet, or ia whe mtadows; where 
their hallowed feet had ſo often trod; ſtill ho- 
vering about their dblovelf habits, as if de- 
ſirous of protecting them from the —_— 
time, and the tore Watiton ravages of 

till rhe hour when Chanticleer; rfl wth 
amn * 391 
4i 15% . RN A rn * Its 04th hoy 
Ani fing ſhadowe, their internal + my ghaſtly pale, 711! go 
— PT. . dd — 151011 5 aa 2 aol 101 
lere is allo a large caſtle, which! is not 
converted into a priſon . It is term deſaubti 
by the taſte that pre vails in (thib! plate of * 
whitening all kinds of buikdings. - The curtain 
and portal are as air as nme can ae iL; 
and that ne piete of | ancient chitecture 
looks as bad as an antique buſt would tho: with 

a plaiſter of n 
the Grecian Vehus with — hindket- | 
chief nul. W Mn 9 FR n 
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d i Terres, XXVIL eb 
3 0 Me 0 rr ane 
; 1 * Haverfortwek, Aug 196, 279h, 
AVE-nOW,. for, the firſt time in my life, 
ſcen the ſea. This aſſertion ſtartles you; for 
you know that I have very frequently ſeen it 
on the Suffolk coaſt. But I aſſure you the Suf- 
folk ſea is very different from the Pembroke-' 
ſhire: ſea, The former is a dead flat, of a 
thick muddy hue, with no objects to diverſify , 
the wild horrors of the deep,” fave a few 
dirty colliers, or ſome ſmall craft in their heavy 
courſe, and ſome . ſtarved ſea»gulls hovering © 
over it, Nor is the ſea at Dover, or the white 
cliffs. that overhang it, to: be compared with 
this. My. aſtoniſhment and delight were inex- 
| Polls wheme went in a family party to dine 
with Mr. M - - -'s uncle and aunt, where they 
were bathing. On driving down to the houſe, 
the ſea ſuddenly broke in upon my ſight at St. - 
Bride's Bay, and preſented the grandeſt afſem- 
blage of objects that can meet together in one 
Sy view. 
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view. The bay is like an immenſe baſon, 
filled with cryſtal water, and begitt on every 
ſide, except where it opens to the main ocean, 
with rocks, promontories, and mountains. 
The coves and bays that are formed by thoſe 
projections, give the moſt charming variety to 
the ſcene, and entirely take away that dreari- 
neſs and horror which the ſea on a flat coaſt 
naturally inſpires. The water in this baſon 
is perfectly unruffled, and the veſſels ſeem to 
repoſe ſecurely on the boſom of he deep. 
Some with their tall maſts glide ſwiftly into 
port; whilſt others, at a diſtance, peeping be- 
hind the lofty rocks, promiſe a ſe e eee 
ceſſion of commerce and ſociety. þ 
I aſcended a very high cliff that We 
the ſea, to take a more extenſive view of this 
charming bay; and a little girl, about twelve 
years old, was my guide. When I arrived at 
the ſummit, and ſaw this ſpacious baſon;: with 
the caves and rocks ſtretching out to Teay'it 
had a moſt ſtriking effect upon my itabgind- 
tion; and as I thought myſelf almoſt alone. I 
indulged in expreſſing my feelings. Theſe 
objects having deen familiar to my young 
companion all her life,” ſhe began to conceive 
| I could 
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I could 2 teen very little cy to be 0 
enchanted with fach common things ; and ſhe 
very amocently aſſeed me, if I had ever ſæen 
"com grow? which, according 10 her ideas, Wis 
a much moe extraordmary fight. But I Wen 
arcovered my credit wih hor, vrhen I replied, 
4 Yes, almoſt as muth in one field as would 
cover the bay at which we are lookihg *.” 
Me ipent a very agteeable day, and were 
regaled with the moſt delicious fiſh. © No- 
thing was omitted by any of our friends, that 
might amuſe and give me a favouradle opl- 
nion of this country. My little guide, and 
her lovely ſiſter Patty Llewellin, who were 
daughters to the woman of the bathing-houſe, 
made a great many enquiries about England; 
and could ſcarcely believe that I was not de 
ceiving them, when 1 ſaid we had no Htuation 
there half as fine as that in which they lived; 
and that Patty, though a brunette, b paſs 
for a beauty even in England. 23 201 
Whilſt” our carriages! were getting reudy 
for us to return to 1 — * —_— 


ert 


— eee eee 
acres under corn. It extends nearly thirty miles round, 
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mn up the ro, to tale another lonk f the = 
beautiful views he had got ſenn wo years. 
Having waited for him a cenfidetable: time, 1 
began to apprehend ſome accident ibad-hap- 
pened; when dis confin,: ſecing-my fears, © 
my no ſmall ſunprize, rode up the aiif an 
horſeback in ſearch af him, with as petiect 
indifference as I ſhould ride upan the wideſt 
turnpike- rTaad. cc 


* . * — - 
; « \ , - * © #4 # * 
: #3 ©, »# + & 201 — 10 LETS STS =— 


leres vm. DoW ©3244 


13 has N be to 104 

1 Mrs — ws 113 10 12 

10 Hatun 

F had ad; 
122 1 
ſea to bathe, it gives me an oppartbnity:of 
making obſervations upon many curinus an 
ſequeſtered places, which otherwiſe penhaps I 
thould not have ſeen. One of thoſe is a ſmall 
village called Druſon, alias Druid's Tomi. It 
paid an annual viſit to the iſland af Great Bri- 
2 | | lemn 
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lemn rites. This circumſtance gave the vil. 
lage ſuch a venerable appearance in my eye, 
that I could ſcarcely help thinking myſelf oh 
- -hallowed- ground. The conſtruction of the 
habitations added much to this agreeable de- 
ception: they were compoſed of rude ſtones, 
laid one upon another with very little cement; 
and I was determined to fancy, that every old 
man who peeped out of them had a mom 
than ordinary ſanctity about him. | 
Within a very few years many curious re- 
mains of cromlahs and other druidical ſtruc- 
| tures were to be ſeen there; but the proprie- 
tor of the lands on which they ſtood, out of 
zcal for the true faith, would not ſuffer thoſe 
monuments of ancient ſuperſtition to remain on 
the ſpot any longer, to be contemplated with 
"ries. How it could enter into the heart of man 
to diſturb thoſe facred ruins, or make one . 


1 


50 | * Stretch is gigantic length ugon the ground, 


\is aftoniſhingtowe: Ho might hieve-Gejlad, 
that the manes of ſome guardian druid, which 
. was wandering about the place, would cauſe 
c 
that 
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chat could thus barbarouſly confign to the 
t fend Oblivion thoſe ſtriking witneſſes of 
the Deity's having imprinted upon the minds 
of every race of men, in all ages, ſome idea of 
an over-ruling Providence. They likewiſe 
remained a laſting proof, how abſurd and im- 
perfect thoſe notions of him were, till he was 
pleaſed to reveal himſelf to us through the 
Goſpel. I regretted exceſſively that I could 
not be gratified with a ſight of ſome of thoſe 
unhewn wonders, which I would have? run 
ſome riſque to have ſeen. 

When we go down to Druid's Wan 
tie our horſe and chaiſe to the bowſprit of a 
veſſel, that was wrecked not long - fince upon 
this coaſt. It was attended with ſo much more 
than the uſual horrors of fach dreadful acci- 
dents, that I cannot forbear giving you the 
account which I had from thoſe, who were 
perfectly acquainted with the trutli of it. 
The veſſel was a tranſport laden with ord- 
nance ftores from America. It appeated on 
the north-weſt fide of St. Bride's Bay, and ex- 
hibited ſuch figns of diſtreſs, as attracted the 
attention of the inhabitants of the coaſt in the 


W of $t. David's, and induced 
them 
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them to watch. its progres, with the enpecta⸗ 
tion of dividing the wreck, | Freſh, aſſociates 
joined. them, as they advanced along the cliſſo: 
fo. that when they arrived · at Druid's Town, © 
oonſiderable number of men and women was 
aſſembled! As they were of the very loweſt 
order of the community, and had teiled ſo 
far ſolely with the hope of plunder, it may well 
be conceĩved that they loft no time in hoard» 
ing the veſſel, and loading themſelves. with. 
her contents, as ſoon as ſhe. was. acceſſible, 
They were the more eager in their exertions; 
| becauſe they knew that the gentlemen: of the 
country are extremely vigilant upon ſuch: oe 
caſions, and fly without. delay to the relief 
of the diſtreſſed; for tho doublo putpoſe ob 
reſcuing them from the devouring waves; and- 
protecting them from the rapacity of thoſe | 
who are waiting among the rocks to / raviſh 
from them the little that the. ſea · has ſpared-- 
The multitude were in complete poſſoſſton 
of their prey. A very / conſiderable : quantity: 
ſtranded veſſel. Many of the pluaderers. had! 
leaded: themſelves with as much as they: cou 


carry. Others were > ſtruggling for their ſhaxe 
of 


- 
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of the, boot, a8, Meir, friends threw. it from 
the Wreck z by. shich means much of the 
powder was ſcattered on the beach, and on, - 
the rocks. In this ſcene of general gonſuſion, 
one oß the pillagets in the veſſel, either irri- 
the waſte. which it occaſioned, or out of mere, 
unthinking wantonneſs, ſwore a dreadful oath. 
that he would, preſently give them enough to 
ſatisfy them all. He then ſnatched up 4, 
muſket, and daſhed it with great violence 
againſt, a rock, A ſingle ſpark was ſufficient 
to produce a maſt tremendous exploſion. The, 
rocks and the ſtrand were inſtantly wrapt in, 
fire and ſmoke, and many of the unhappy 
victims, who, bore about them the means oh 
their own deſtruſtian, were blown into the 
air, Several were killed upon the ſpat, ſome 
of them ſo disfigured that their bodies could: 
not be diſtinguiſhed. Others died lingering 
deaths: at different. intervals of time; and ſome 
are now alive, wretched and miſerable; ſpec- 
tacles of their own: raſhneſs and inhumanity. 
caonot. recollact the number of thoſe, whot 
were either maimed: or entizely-periſhed, but: 
9 1 it 
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it was very confiderable. The man who was 
fo daring and imprudent to throw the muſket, 
abſconded immediately after, and ls” never 
more been heard of. | 
Would I could with truth add, * this 
melancholy cataſtrophe has produced 2 tho- 
rough change in the conduct of the inhabi- 
tants of this rocky coaſt ! But, I fear; they do 
not yet feel all that ſympathy for the diſ- 
treſſes of ſhip-wrecked mariners, which na- 
murally ariſes in the breaſts of thoſe, who 
leſs habituated to ſuch ſcenes of woe. ry 
there is too much reaſon to believe, that they 
experience nearly the ſame. ſenſations at the 
Ggfit of a ſhip labouring in a ſtorm, as ariſes in 
the mind of an undertaker, when he contem-' 
plates the declining health of a wealthy citi= 
ten. Ve naval and military officers, who re- 
Joice at the rumour of a war, in which thou- 
| Gands and ten thouſands muſt periſh : ye men 
of all profeſſions, who anxiouſly calculate tho 
chances of the death of your predeceſſors in 
intereſt of ambition; be not too ſevere in your 
ſtrictures upon the inhoſpitable temper of 
theſe A r ruſtics ;- W they 
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fly with tbo Hftte remorſe and compunction 
to ſhare dhe pltinder of the wretched; whis are 
ſuffering ander the ay band ar Pro 
dence! 


arrest xxx. 


To Mr: * — 


| Hayerfotdwelt, Auguſt 20, 7791. 

T evrrore this will find you at yout aunt's, 
where you are enjoying all that is valuable on 
earth, united with all that is elegant. I mean 
the ſociety and friendſhip of the moſt agreeable 
of women, and in a vilta that would have dene | 
honour to the taſte of a Roman matron. I 
cannot help comparing her to a loadſtone, 
which has not only the power of attraftion, 
but communieates forne of its virtue to every 
thing that approaches it. But I muſt not al- 
low myfelf to talk of her, if I Linne 
little of any thing elſe. 

You need not, my dear Sir, if you b 
here, “ fly to thick ſhades” to indulge your 
penſive diſpoſition. You might ſit in the 
moſt beautiful caves, or under the moſt ro- 
P mantis 
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mantic Fg uninterrupted by any noiſe, ſave 
that of the waves of the ſea beating againſt 


them z or the ſolitary echo, who delights to be 
unſcen as much as you do: 


, = 


For. who ſo cunning as to tell ? 
Where the ſhy Echo loves to dwell, 
Impervious to the-prying eye, 
Which never ſhall her form eſpy ? 
Haply in criſped cockle- hell, | 
There the ſhy Echo loves to dwell. 
On coral bed, beneath the deep, : 
May the not lie in downy fleep? ?: | 
But when the veſſels plough-the main, 
From her ſoft lumber wak'd again, c 
Loudly the lonely ſea-boy mocks, 
Lurking behind the cryſtal rocks. 
She ſtil} eludes the peering fight, - 
Yet ſhe ſoothes his toilſome night; 
Whilſt the veſſel's ſwiftly filing, 
Dying ſounds his ears inhaling : | 


He liſtens, till his ſoul oppreſt C1 
All op.the main-tpp haly.to geſt, _ 4 


Such innumerable rocks of immenſe height 
ſurround this coaſt, that no pen can deſcribe 
the variety and ſublimity of them. 1 am in- 
chanted ; and to you, of whom one may ſay, 
as Mr. Gray did of himſelf, that « Melancholy 
” marke you for Her own. they would have 

ten 
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ten thauſand charms. They ſeem as if they 
had been hurled down by ſome mighty giants, 
Cyclops or Titans. I have walked over a long 
tract of them for half a mile together; but 
they extend many miles. I likewiſe entered 
ſeveral caves, ſome of which were nearly dark 
and very wet; but F waded through up to 0 le 
top of them. 

When I was ſeated upon a huge piece of 
rock, that jutted out at the upper end of a 
cave, it was ſurpriſing to ſee, by the dim light 
that iffued through the narto mouth of it; the 
beauty of the colours, and the variety of the 
ſhapes, that the ragged ſides pteſented to my 
eyes. There ſectned to be myriads of pieces 
of ſolid rock ſuſpended from it, juſt ready to 
fall on my devoted head: Theſe caves have 
many very agreeable citcumſtances belonging 
to them; which are; that no inſects or veno- 
mous creatures ever inhabit them. They are 
alſo delicately' clean, and no impure damps 
ariſe in them, on account of the ſea entering 
them every tide; and the ſtones abforbing the 
moiſture as ſoon as that recedes. Should 
there be any remains of water ſtanding in 


the interſtices of the rock, as it did in che 
P 2 cave 
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cave I have juſt mentioned, it is fo warm and 
ſalubrious, that it never gives any body cold. 

FE am told, that a poor lad, who was rather 
weak in his intellect, got into one of theſe in- 
viting grottos, and the tide ruſhed in upon 
him ſo rapidly that he could not get out again. 
He ſcrambled up as high as he could, and 
ſeated. himſelf upon a fragment of the rock : 
he was obliged to keep his uncomfortable 
ſtation, till the morning appeared, and the tide 
teft the cave. Many people have frequently 
been in danger of being caught in the ſame 
manner, by loitering too long in theſe termpt- 
ing retreats. We ſtaid from ten o clock in 
the morning till five in the afternoon, delight- 
ing ourſelves with examining theſe natural 
wonders. When we returned hither, we 
found our friends had been under no fmall 
degree of alarm about us; beſides that we had 
ſpoiled the excellent diſhes of fiſh, which al- 
ways await our arrival from theſe W 
excurſions. 

I cannot omit welling you one thing, which 
furprized me very much, as I think it would 
have done you, if you had been witneſt 
to it. After having amuſed myſelf in the 
| | Caves 
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caves and on the rocks as long as I choſe, 1 
walked ſome way down on the beach, and on 
looking towards the ſea, I ſaw, at a confider- 
able diſtance, three people ſeemingly walking 
in it; but, upon approaching nearer them, I 
found they were three females in bathing 
dreſſes, ſporting like Nercids in the water, and 
with, as little apprehenſion. They were hand 
in hand, moving in ſomewhat of a minyet 
ſtep and attitude, and at intervals curtſeying 
to let the ſea waſh over them. Thus they 
continued holding faſt together, till they bathed 
their fill. Had there been two only, I ſhould 
have believed they were Salmacis and Her- 
As the aſſizes are ta be held here next week, 
when there are to be three balls, I hope to give 
you ſome account of the polite inhabitants of 
this country, and furniſh you with a different 
amuſement from deſcriptions of folitaty caves 
and romantic rocks! Mr. M does not de- 
fire to be remembered to yon, becauſe he is 
not here. He is gone to the mountains, as 
the people here call it; that is; about thirty 
miles higher up the country, to viſit his little 
patrimony. The mountains here are like the 
P 2 fens 
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fens in Cambridgeſhire, or the hundreds 4 
Eſſex, never in the place where you are, but 
always ſome way beyond. Why this ſhould 
be with reſpect to the mountains, I cannot con- 
ceive, for the Welſh have not the ſame reaſon 
to be aſhamed of them as we have of the ſens, 
or the Eſſex people of the hundreds. Tho 
mountains have a free ciruulation of air, are 
dry, healthy, and fertile, and are re en- 
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9 near « Haverfordwel, *. 2 
= HORE. von have received 2 Glouceſter 
cheeſe, and. that it proves as good, a one as I . 
with it to be. We did not go to Glouceſter; 
as we intended when we left you, but took 
Cheltenham in our way to the biſhop of 
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ing place there, and the grounds are laid ont 
with great chaſtity of taſte:· The fituation is 
rendered: extremely delightful” by a. variety of 
pictureſque objects that ſurround it. The 
church at Tewkeſbury i is placed in o nict a 
point of view, that it appears as if put there 
ſolely for the purpoſe of being ſeen from the 
windows of the houſe, «* The 'Bevern runs 
through his grounds. From the adjoining 
meadows there is a vie of the en Bills, 
and the beautiful vale of Eveſnlam. 

His lordſhip recommended to us to go by 
Malvern hills in our road to Hereford; and 
we did not repent having turned aſide to ſee 
them: They are not only very beautiful, but 
very curious, on account of their riſing entirely 
out of a plain. But they are nothing in either 
height or ſize, compared! with the mountains 
I have"finee" ſeen in Wales; befides 4 thou- 
ſand other natural wonders on this coat | 

The ſea at St. Bride's Bay is . 
deſcription. It is + prodigious baſon] em- 
braced by a vaſt ridge of rocks on each Hide. 
The caves under theſe rocks are overhung by 
4 Wen ſhape and dimenſion; and the 


P 4 rugged 
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rugged: apes of which: they are mag arg 
infinite in number, variety, and colour, They 
are as elegant and cool as a grotto, and arg 
not the leaſt damp, though the {rs enters them 
every tide. Mc, M ; 7 and myfelf wandes 
over the racks, and ſit in the gayes, till we als 
maſt ney onrſelves the guy do of our {pen 
cies —But, perhaps, I am tiring you With, 4 
deſcription of things which ace familiar ic you, 

_ though. ta me they peer Rupendous, warka 
of nature. 

When we were at- — — viſited 
the place that had been the, reſidence. of Sis 
Richard Steele. It ſtands near a pillage called 
TÞlangunner, about a mile and a half from Cary 
marthen. The walk te it is. extremely, pleas 
fant; All the way you. go 388 haye 2 N of - 
and in the yale beneath the river Towx rung 
meandring at Jour feet, The houſe is fituated 
in a retired valley, and has no views from it ; 
but the ſcene from the gacdeg and fields above 
it are very romantic. It is ogcupied by a fare 
mer, who let us ſee all the rooms, .cxcept 4be 


one We „ which was 
that 


\ 
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that where Sir Richard uſually kept; but the 

man wife was ll init, and-covld not be diſs 
wack eppajnange that —— 
reſt of the houſe, which was very low and 
ſmall,” and never could have been à commo- 
dious or fit habjtation for a man ef lis reſined 
taſte,” Yet they aſſured us that the whole of 
it is now ſtanding, This makes jt probable 
that it was only his dernier refort, at times 
when his affairs rendered a retreat from the 
world abſolutely heceſſary, In the latter part 
of his life indeed he took up his abade there 
entirely, for there he ended it, and was buried 
at Carmarthen, Here are fome old people 
nom living, who remember him when they 
were children. They deſtribe him to have 
been, like many men of wit and genius, quite 
childich in his old age, ſo much ſo that he 
uſed to play with the boys of the place. Ha 
was generally carried about in a ſedan chair, 
and uſed to deſite to he ſet down in the ſtreets 
a. dete ith. de Sitten, 2d bach wth 
them balfpenoe and cakes. 
In the houfe F have Velben mentioned he 
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ſaid to have written his Conſcious Lovers, and 
perhaps his Chriſtian Hero *; for the ſitua· 
tion is perfectly calculated to call forth teli- 
gious and moral ideas; and, at that tinienof 
day, it was far remoyed from the great and the 
gay, which left him at leiſure to reflect upon 
what men ought to be, rather than what they 
are. When I compare the delicacy and re- 
finement ſo cotifpicuous. in the Conſcious Lo- 
vers, and. the nice ſenſe of religion and morals 
diſplayed in his Chriſtian Hero, with bis ge- 
neral conduct through life, I am almoſt per- 
ſuaded to! believe: the old opinion, flit men 
have two Wuls, b3biu n rel: t H 
There are ſome diſtant te lations of his wife 
who now live at Carmarthen. Of them 1 
procured a fight of a three: quarter picture ai 
him, not badly painted. In the ſame piece 
is a little girl of abqut ſix years old, [which 
muſt have; been done for Lady Trevor, when 
„lg A829. 6 $3 3604s barren (ilreas 2647 
a e 
Hero when he was on · duty iti the Towet; and it wa that 
ſtation which ſuggeſted ta him the beautiful comnriſon be- 
dent the ftuation of a folder an guard andthe hrs of 


chriſtian, ” 
| a child. | 


MIEFORD HAVEN. 219 
a child” The picture had, or I fancied it, 4 
remarkable elegance in the countenance, and 
2 vivacity and penetration in che eye, which 
feemed perfectly eharacteriſtio of this great 
man's genius and diſpoſition. The child bore 
that very ſtriking reſemblance to ber father, 
which the afterwards ſhewed in het future 
conduct. I am ſo much ſtruck and pleaſed 
with this picture, that, were Ian artiſt, I 
would certainly take a copy of it, and 8 
it to yon. | = 
Your young viſtor; Mr. Beattie, forgot his 
promiſe, of ſending me a drawing of Sandle- 
ford; which, if I could procure, it would tempt 
me to make. an effort at deſtribhing it: for I 
think no traveller has yet done it, though it 
far ſurpaſſes many places! that are much cele- 
hrated. OF $50) Live I an 1 
I cannot cloſe this letter without returning 
qur*moſt gordial thanks for the polite reception 
you gave us; and the very happy hours we 
ſpent at Sandleford. I ſay: hours, for W 8 
ſeem hours in ſome ſituations. 5 
When you receiye this, n n ne- 
FRY Mr. M R-, will be with you. 
I know 
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J know you have a pleaſute in facrificing a 
portion of your time to people who are not 
ſo bleſt as yourſelf in the eſources of the 
mind. You do not think that a ſuperior de- 
gree of ynderſtanding is given yon for your 
own fake ſololy, but to enable you more ef- 
ſectually to 2Gift thoſe who are not fo highly 
favoured by that Almighty. Being, Whole 
—_—_ beer _— % ue, Ann 
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Hogs near Harrod, So. 22 


133 I wrote to you ſo lately, 1 
would not ſend a letter to Sandleford without 

incloſing one to you; I have already written = 
an unmercifully leng one to Mrs. M 
There is ſamething fo animating in her name 
and character, and it inſpires me with ſo many 
ideas, that 1 cult gat Snug" foher'in- 
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I chink 1 promiſed to give you ſome ac- 
count of the aſſize balls here. To the firſt I. 
did not go, as I thought. dancing three nights 
in ſucceffion would be too much for me this 
very hot weather. The ſecond was given by 
Lotd Milford, their member. Lord and Lady 
M - - - ſtood near the door, and received the 
company as they entered. We were intro- 
troduced, and Lady M. - - was very polite to 
me. 'There is in her manner and counte- 
nance all that eaſe and ſweetneſs which be - 
long to a perſon of faſhion, and ſhe is beſides 
very handſome. His lordſhip is handſome 
wo; but he is not as caly as the is; He 
walked about. during tea, to ſee that wy 
Ann 1 
The room is not 4 good or Ache unn 
yet it has nothing in it ugly or diſagreeable. 
It is of a tolerable fize, and with ſome deco- 
rations might be made as hand fore as/ moſt 
country aſſembly rooms are. Beſides Lord 
and Lady M =, there were Lady Lucy 
Moriarty and her huſband an Iriſh officer, 
Granville Leveſon . Gower, and two other 
young men of faſhion with him. Theſe 
| | latter 
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latter neither danced nor played, but choſe to 
de mere ſpectators. The reſt of the company 
not being titled, I can only tell you, that it 
eonſiſted of the people of fortune in the 
town and ſurrounding. neighhouthood. There 
were many pretty women, particularly the 
Miſs Holcombes, who are like wife - faid to be 
great proficients on the harpſichord. I con- 
feſs, there is not in the Welſh ladies in general 
all that ſtyle we often fee in an Engliſn ball- 
room: There were ſo many young folks with: 
their hair down on their foreheads, I could 
ſcarcely believe I was not got to a dancing- 
maſter's ball. Theſe danced z. and they, 
with the other young people, croud up to 
the top of the room promiſcuouſly. Happy 
they who can get the uppermoſt | places 
whilſt ſtrangers, and thoſe who are too polite, 
or too modeſt, to partake of the n 
are thruſt to the bottom. “ gel ; 
The third ball was given by the ſherif of 
the county, and was much the ſame, as the 
other; the ſame room, the ſame company, an 
conducted in the ſame manner. 
1 muſt, tell you one oireumſtance, which 


made 
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made me very uncomfortable for ſome time, 
though the incident in itſelf was very trifting. 
Whilſt I was dreſſing for the ball, I had 
taken ont my purſe to amuſe Mr. M — - 
litle nephew, who was brought into my 
room to be entertained with the feathers and 
frippery, that is generally ſtrewed about upon 


ſuch occaſions. I ſaid to the ſervant, © Pray. 


don't let me leave the purſe behind me ; for, 


ſhould I play cards, I ſhall want it. How- 


ever, I went away and forgot it; and having 
foft a rubber to Lord M=, I had nd 
money to diſcharge the debt. Mr. M 
not being near, I was obliged to go and ſeek 
for him at the bottom of the room; and it 
was ſome time after the table was broken up, 
before I could pay his Lordſhip. , 


Having mentioned Lady Moriarty, I hal | 


relate a very melancholy accident, Which be- 
fell a ſweet boy the left ar Haverfordweſt td 
the care of a ſervant; whilſt ſhe went to lte 
land for « ſhort tithe. Dreadful to think of! 
when ſhe returned ſhe. found the child; had 


been burnt to death. The following fumply 


elegant epitaph” is inſeribed on eee 
7 180 | Y J 
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„ 
believed to be the lady s own compoſition + 


1 


Lass EDWARD PARKER MoRLARTY 
| BORN MARCH 1787. 
DIzD THE 18TH and Buried 7 20TH a 


OCTOBER 1788. 
| Here teſt, ſivect babe, _ 
And wait dr Almighty's will ; 54-4 
5 Then riſe unchang d, 
G And be an angel ſtill ®, 1 1 
» e 27 
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6 Hock, Sept 4; 15h. 
Oox 1 to this place was attended 
with many alarms to me; the roads being ih= 
finitely worſe than any I ever ſaw, or could 
conceive. From Haverfordweſt to a gentle- 
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man's, where we dined; they were tolerable; 
and we. had a very agrecable party, "who ac- 
companied us thither. Mr. Jordan's is a 
ſweet ſituation. From his :drawing-room 
window there is x fine [view of a beautiful 
bay, with a number of voſſels ſailing upon it; 
in the diſtant proſpect is the ſeat of Lord 
Milford, and a very fine wood enriches the 
ſcene. But theſe things are ſuch familiar 
objects in this country, i 4s only a repetition 
to talk of them; and yet in beholding them, the 
variety is ſo much that it never cloys. Every 
thing was perfectly pleaſant, till we left Dime 
pledalr; but after that, I was in a continued 
ſtate of apprehenſion, on account of the dbad - 
neſs of the roads, till we arrived here: 
Many people would:/be much more alarmed 
in the houſe, in which we now are, than 1 
for it has been ſplit from the top 0 he 
3 by a coal-mine being worked under 
1'believe there are none of the walls that 
— nat had a chafm made in them, and in 
ſame of them very large ones indeed. As the 
family were one day fitting at dinner in the 
hall; pgs they perccived the pave- 
* mot 
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ment move under the table. By and: by the 
ſtones, with which the hall was laid, began 
to riſe up one. by one, then two or three 


together, till at length they perfectly jump- 


ed about. Had they not been well ac- 


quainted with the cauſe of this ſtrange exhibi- 


tion, they certainly might have believed there 
was witchcraft in it. However, it ſurprized 
and frightened them ſo much, that they de- 
termined upon making a retreat, before it was 
too late. Their friends had frequently en- 
deavoured to prevail upon them to quit the 
houſe, when the cracks were firſt made in 
the walls, but in vain. Nor can we wonder 
at their reluctance to remove, when we reflect 
what a very unpleaſant thing it is, to leave a 
ſituation that is both pleaſant and profitable 
to us, which was the caſe here. But whilſt 
they were making preparations to depart, the 
mine was worked out, and from that time the 
fiſſures in the wall began to cloſe, the pave- 
ment was replaced, and their fears ſubſided. 
They then took proper precaution to aſcer- 
tain whether they might ſtay with ſafety. 
They had ſurveyors to examine the mine, 
who deelared, that from the foundation of 

the 
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the ' houſe to the works, which. were made 
under it, there are forty fathoms perpendi+ 
cular, thirty of which are ſolid rock; the 
reſt is water, which is looked upon by judges 
in theſe matters to I be a "oe eee 
foundation. br Pp LEY 
There are nin remaining viſble 1 of 
the breaches in the walls, particularly i in'the 
parlour where we uſually fit, for they have 
not yet repaired the paper: hanging. In the 
wall of the garden there are chaſms in which 
you may lay your arten. When I was writing 
to Mrs. M.- - -'- yeſterday, Mr. M 2 
came into my room, and faid, © You muſt 
< leave off writing, and prepare to get away, 
for one fide of the parlour is fallen down.” 
I was ſamewhat ſtruck at firſt; but hearing 
no noiſe or buſtle in the houſe, I reſumed my 
pen, and finiſned my letter, before T went 
down: ſtairs, to enquire into the truth of his 
report. -You certainly ought to tell me, 
that I Was as great, upon this occaſton, as 
the younger Pliny, when he was making 
obſervations upon Homer, furrounded by the 
cinders that were iſſuing from mount Veſu- 
gs 7 vius. 
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"However, to Tpare you the trouble of 
N rd tne compliment, and the 
pain of thinking we are in real danger, I hal 
inform you, that it was only the fire-board 
which had turblod from its tation, and Mr. 


_— ina cum moment a Wis 


way under che earth; and L am told, there are 
ſtrata of thom from this coaſt to the oppoſitt 
ſhores in Treland. The buſineſs af mining 11 
all its branches is wonderful; but unleſs you 
have ſeen works of che kind, it s impoſlible 
to gioe yu any iddoa of it, except by a draw 
ing ef the machines. I had at one time re- 
ſolved to deſcend a eoal-pit, that is near the 
houſe; but my courage failed me, upon hear- 
ing it ſometimes happens that people are 
ſuffocated in theſe places, and that this had 
actually been the caſe not long ſince, either in 
the pit which I meant to deſcend, or in an 
adjoining one. I confeſs, I did not like che 
idea of being arreſted by death do ſuddenly, 
particulayly ,. view of the inſernul 
regions; 
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regions; this would have been paying too 
dear for my curioſity.— There are almoſt as 
many women Who werk at the mines as 
men. 

We are here kemmdd'is on all fide by 
coal-pits, not only thoſe that are now works, 
ing, but a great many that have been worked 
out; and theſe latter are extremely dan- 
gerous. They are often left open, and ſuf- 
fered to be over-grown. with weeds and 
brambles ; ſo that, unleſs you are well ac- 
quainted with their fitzation, you may fall in, 
and periſh, before any affiſtance can be had. 
Several very fatal aceidents have been near 
hagpenly of 18 equi er AO 
2 | 


Q3 Lzrren 


aw _. A/TOUR TO 


LET _ R XXXII 
Jo MI C- . 


4 Hock, Sept. bins | 
＋. 1s ſituation is more extraordinary than 
any I have yet ſeen ; and was. I not a great 
coward, both by land and water, I might 
gratify my curioſity, and amuſe. myſelf in- 
finitely more than I dare now do. In the 
firſt place, I am fearful of walking about the 
premiſes, leſt I ſhould ſtumble into a coal - 
pit. Next, the roads are ſo extremely bad, 
and full of looſe ſtones, that 1 dare not 
venture on horſeback; though it is ſurpriz- 
ing to ſee how the horſes lift up their feet 
over them. And laſtly, though the river 
is ſo very beautiful, I am afraid to go down to 
the ſhore ; becauſe I muſt walk upon a high 
cauſcway on the edge of a rock, which is in 
ſome parts very narrow and ſlippery; or go 
in the road, where there are carts laden with 
coals, that are drawn by teams of bullocks, 
which are going either backward or forward, 
to or from the veſſels that lie at the quays, 

in 
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in unremitting ſueceſſion. It is extremely 
frightful to encounter the branching horns of 
theſe prodigious beaſts every minute: for, 
though they are in harneſs, and in perfect ſub- 
jection to their drivers, and in themiſelves are 
as gentle as dogs; yet it is impoſſible to diveſt 
one's ſelf of apprehenſion, when paſſing ani- 
mals of ſuch vaſt powers, and -that within an 
inch of their immenſe horns. | 
In this country, as well as in many others, 
they frequently uſe horſes and oxen together, 
and one or the other, as it beſt ſuits their 
convenience. The firſt team of axen we 
met, was betwixt Hereford and Bredwardin, 
and our poor little horſe was ſo greatly 
terrified, that he ſtopt on a ſudden, and was 
motionleſs. But in a moment' he began to 
tremble at every joint, and wheeling about 
he prepared to fly from thoſe terrific creatures. 
After that, whenever he met them, he paſſed 
them with the moſt perfect compoſure, - A 
team of fine large oxen has certainly a. very 
grand appearance; and thoſe they drive here, 
are ſome of the handſomeſt I ever ſaw. "They 
ſeem to be conſcious of the importance of 
their employment, by the dignity of their 
deportment. They move, as if aware of be- 


1 
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mg laden with riches, torn from the bowels 
of the earth, which by means of their ſtrengths 
is conveyed to diſtant countries. One of 
theſe creatures we particularly remarked, for 


bis ſuperior fize, ſtately port, and beautiful 


dewlap. He perſectly anſwered this deſerip- 

tion: / Tt | „ 41? 
Large rolls of fit about his ſhoulders clung, 
And from his neek'the double dewlap hung. 
Huge ſhining horns on his curl'd forehead ſtand, 

As turn'd and poliſh'd by the workman's hand. 
His eye-balls roll'd, not formidably bright, 
But gaz'd and languiſh'd with a gentle light. 
His ev'ry look was peaceful, and expreft | 


Ov, by ADpp1son: | 


He was, to all appearance, in perfect health, 
and full ſtrength and vigour, and was like- 
wiſe. well fed and not over· worked yet he 
was ſeized, ſoon after we had taken notice 
of him, with violent convulſions. Jt was 
dreadful to ſee him roll himſelf about in ex- 
cruciating agonies, which he expreſſed by the 
moſt horrible bellowing, The poor creature 
died the next day after we had honoured him 
with ſuch diſtinguiſhing marks of admiration. 
This 
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This might fairly be the ſubject of a poem: 


but I bave- ſcarcely time to {cribble proſe as 
faſt as my ideas ariſe. I could not ſtop even 
to write a dirge upon Europas bulk. For 
aught I can tell, this was he; and the agony 
of the beaſt might be the pangs of Jupiter 
reſuming his natural ſhape. I fhall connort 
myſelf with this thought, and hope that our 
favourite did not ſuffer ſo much, as we thort- 
ſighted mortals imagined. 


Though I dare not enjoy the river and the 


country as much as I with to do, yet I have 
gratifications of à very agreeable: kind, the 
company of my hufband's relations, who vie 
with each other which ſhall be kindeſt to me; 
and if I may for once be allowed to reckon 
cating and drinking amongſt my enjoymenta, E 
can aſſure you, that the fiſſt here are exquiſitely 
good. Salmon, lobſters, oyſters, and ſeveral 
other kinds, the names of which I cangot at 
prefent recollect, generally appear tie a day 
at table, beſides Welth mutton, een 
and excellent wine. 

I fancy L have diſcovered the real Tyring 
die, in à very (all ſhel-fifh of a ſpital form. 
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It has a membrane that adheres to it, and co- 
vers the mouth of the ſhell ; when his is 
plucked off, you turn the fiſh round gently till 
you draw it out, and then you will find a vein, 
which runs entirely through the body of it, 
from whence iflues a beautiful rich colour, 
ſomewhat betwixt a purple and a, crimſon; 
Many people mark their linen with it, and 
they ſay the ſtain is indelible. I fear you will 
fay, that this diſcovery is nothing more than 
the common pin-patch, which we uſed to be 
fond. of eating when we were children: but 
I aſſure you it is very different from it; and 
you would willingly allow that, if pu were 
to ſee one alive. 

The lobſters are of a n fag in this 


country; but they are not coarſe, as the large 


lobſters generally are in England. Mrs. M , 
the miſtreſs of this family, walking amongſt the 
rocks, not long ſince, drew one out of a hole 
in a cliff, that weighed three pounds three 
quarters without the large claw. Naturaliſts 
tell us, that theſe creatures engage with great 
fury, and wound and maim one another terri- 
98 Though there appears but little worth 
ö | contending 
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contending for in the poſſeſſion of a lobſter; 


yet perhaps, in the eye of cool reaſon and phi- 
loſophy, they may ſeem wiſer than men in 


their quarrels. Their very exiſtence may de- 
pend upon ſecuring a booty of ſmall fiſh, a 


commodious bank of ſand, or a piece of rock 
in a particular ſituation, behind which they 
can fortify themſelves againſt an enemy that 
otherwiſe would come and infringe their rights 
and extirpate their ſpecies. Few men ever 


recover the injury done to their conſtitution by 


wounds or a great effuſion of blood, and no one 
ever had a limb reſtored when he was once 
diſmembered. It is aſſerted, that if a lobſter 
loſes a claw, or is wounded in an engagement, 
he retires into the cavity of a rock, to recruit 
his ſtrength, and there conceals nn till 
his claw grows again. 
Though I had not the courage to deſcend 
a coal · pit, I ventured to crawl into à miner's 
hut; for you cannot enter any other way than 
on your hands and knees: when in, you can 
only juſt ftand upright near the middle of it, 
where there is a large fire of this country 
coals, which are very different from ours. 
r a ſteam that is intolerable in a cloſe 


1 Frey | 
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place, ſuch as I am now deſeribing, where 
| there is only an aperture in the top by way of 
chimney. Though they cat in theſe huts; 
yet I ſaw no culinary utenGk nor houſchold 
furniture, not even a bench: of turf round the 
hovel to fit down upon. The miners fit upon. | 
their hams, as the Indians do. In Byron's 
voyage there is a print of what he cally a 
whigwham or Indian hut, which will give you 
a perfect idea of theſe habitatiansz and the 
people, except that they are. clothed, bear a 
ſtrong refemblance to the natives of Tetra del 
Fuego. You are ta obſerve, that theſe are 
only temporary erections, where they cat, and 
take reſt at intervals. from their labour, or 
ſhelter from a ſtorm. ———— 
in the villages. | - 

The ſmall part of the Fav mhich they 
raiſe from theſe pits is of fuch a nature, as to 
require to be made into a conſiſtency with 
clay, and formed into what they here call alle; 
before they are fit to burn. They mould them 
into round or oblong lumps, about'the fize of 
a middling potatoe;; and then hay them in 
rows one above ahother in the fire- plane. 
1 have miſtaken them for. potatoes 
roaſting, 
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roaſting, when they firſt faw them. "There 
is one excellent thing belonging to them, they 
continue burning for a great while when once 
made 'up ; they require very little attendance, 
flaming as the Newcaſtle coals, but they burn 
with a much more equal heat. Their ſmell 
eile that. | As I ſam them oniy in the um- 
mer, I can be bat-little judge of this incon- 
benience, otherwiſe I' think them a remark- 
On ENT ee 
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L nadie vgs ſpot without relating 

an extraordinary eſcape Mr. M s grand 
father and gratidenicther bad when they Eu- 
bited this houſe «bout fifty-ſeven years ago. 
They were perfectly acquainted with every 
coal-pit about the place; yet, coming home 


1 


. ing very dark, he miſſed the road, and got in 
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one evening when it was dark, they nartowly 
eſcaped falling into one, that had not been 
uſed for many years. Indeed they are ſo very 
numerous about theſe grounds, that à petſon 
who knows: their ſituation ever ſo well may 
miſs his way in the night; which was N 

in the actount I am going to give t 
Mr. Mathias, with hig wife behind whit 
Horkcback vas returning from Haverfom - 
welt, which is about four: miles off. It'be- 


a wood; but. ſoon finding his miſtake, 
turned his horſe about to regain the path, and 
in an inſtant he found himſelf on the edge of a 
coal-pit. The ground ſuddenly gave way, and 
they felt the horſe ſinking under them; 

but, with aſtoniſhing preſence of mind, whilſt 
the horſe was going down, Mr. M - - ſeized 
hold of a thorn (that grew by the fide of the 
pit) with one hand, and his wife with the 
other, and at the ſame moment diſengage 
them both from the horſe, In this ſituation, 
_ whilſt they were ſuſpended by a twig over this 
dreadful gulf, which was ſixteen fathoms deep, 
all the while hearing the poor horſe plunging 
at the bottom of it; Mrs. 'M ==>: earneſtly 
3:19 entreated | 
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entreated her huſband, to let go his: held of 
her, and ſave his own life for the ſake of their 
family. But he, reanimated by her fortitude, 
and, by the providence of God, being a very 
ſtrong | man, made an amazing: effort, and 
ſprang, with her griped faſt. in his hand, on to 
the firm ground. His ſervant, who hadi a few 
minutes before left them to attend a lady that 
had accompanied them, returnedat-the inſtant. 
By his affiſtance they got ſaſe home but Mrs. 
M - - ſuffered very. much for a long time 
after, both on account of her bruiſes, and the 
reflection of having been in ſo hortida ſituation. 
The horſe was taken out of the pit dead the 
next day, with moſt of his bones broken. This, 
I think, was as miraculous an eſcape as ever 
was heard of; and that ſingle thorh deſeryed 
to be conſecrated more Wenne 
in the country. ods Up api. 
As IT have cinca-you-thibafibbit alone 

I r CON APY eee 
ſame kind that may make you ſmile, 
_—_ it might have, proved-very fatal.—A 
poor man, a native of Scotland, ho goes by 
the name of James the Piper, and who travels 
about the country „ | 
9 


wo MIO ro 
Bon ef this Kind had drank rathor e eh 
2 But as drunken men i Gl 
hanged —— 
oel cat Hot the ide of the pit,” Urn thi 
he lat, ap to kis chin in water, with which 
choſe pits . ede ae filled. The fer 
creature; as'you may' imagine was 4 
bruiſed; und K 
we may ſuppciſe, nearly cooled. As Jaan as 
he ; recovered his ſarprize, he raiſed up his 
crying out, * Will nobody help poor James | 
« the piper? Will nobody help poor Juris the 
* piper?!” This he repeated incelluntly, 
loud as he was able; at M dame time plith- 
ing himſelf about i in the tl enen 
he s. But he contend" miny n 
this. fitvation'; and even when the people 
| heard hjs voice, they were forye time before 
tlicy-could diſcovet-from-whence it, proceeded 
Wo ray up an down liflebing;: ſome 
W 
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ing the ſound of water, ran down 40 the givers 
and looked about the veſſels that were une 
there; till at length they perceived the voice 
cane from a pit. He was taken ont unhurt, 
and ſome more Welch ale properly. admi- | 
niſtered (for that is the common people” 8 pa- 
nacea in this country). reſtored. his almoſt- . 
ſuſpended animation ſo agreeably, that it is 
probable he would have taken his hard cold 
ſeat again for the ſake of as much good li- 
quor. | E 
This man, being obliged to quit the cot - 
tage he inhabited, begged permiſſion of Mr. 
M ---'s brother to build him one on the 
banks of the river, and ſheltered by the wood, 
where they had ſearched for him when he was + 
in the pit. This curious edifice he con- 
ſtructed entirely himſelf, with ſome old boards | 
that were given him : it is only ten feet * 18 
nine and à half, and eight feet high. | 
aboye eighty years old; and about 195 Ive | 
years ago he married a ſecond wife, by w 70 
he hed a fog ali be, In this ſpacious acious apatt- 
ment they live. as contented and happy. 82 
6ble ; and the hut adds a humble beauty to 


the banks of the river, yhich are ſu 
R bare | 
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"1 «Former on rn kk, 

4. © OFer-ſhadow'd by a wood of branching oa. 
© Thit ovirladg the thatch,” or neg aaljas. 

We on the ſtream admir'd it, & thick beſet - 

Wich foliage of a dark redundant growth.” 
And, thanks to Cowper,, 5 

Ia The low-roof'd john! the yr . 
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$a dion now give ilk account of an ex- 
pedition we have had upon the tiver Cledhe w. 
It is as fine a river as any in the kingdom; and 
notwithſtanding I am ſo extremely timid upon 
the water, I thought it well worth while to 
put mykelf to ſome pain, in hope of finding a 

compenſation in the beautiful ſcenes I ex- 
petted to enjoy. I was ſo much charmed 
Wich viewing it from the land, that Mr. 
M.-- + brother, at whoſe houſe we now ate. 
2 and 


I confeſs my heart began to fail me, w. 
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and vo bus u gol Nice; was defibots of give 
ing me a eruiſe upon it; We Hat waited ſe- 
veral days for fine weather and at length 
came à morning that promiſed a" fair "day: 
The boat was cleaned; matined; and fioted: 
A party, conſiſting of five ladies; two gentle- 
men; and two ſailors, went down to the river 
to embark.” As- ſoon as T eame to Lb ny 


law the boat had à fail; for, as I have already 
told you, I am very fearful on the water: I 
am Rill more ſo in a boat with a fail. How- 
ever, every body was fearleſs: except myſelf; 
and I would not diſturb the general cheerful- 
neſs, eſpecially as the fcheme was planned en- 
tirely to give me pleaſure. We got dn board, 
the fails were hoiſted, and away we went. 

We had gone but a very little way, when 
the ſy began to be overcaſt with a thick miſt, 
which was ſbon ſucceeded by ſmall rain. 
Conſultations were held, whether we ſhould. 
return Hom, or proceed. It was referred to 
me ;' and*having got up my courage to corhe, 
I was very loath to go back. 80 we pro- 
cecded. The E clans on faſter every mi- 
nute'; but fil we were gay; and the Prepa- 


|S Sh rations. 
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rations we made for keeping ER dry; the 
figures we cut in great coats, cloaks, &c. en- 
creaſed our ſpirits, and of courſe our perſeve- 
france. It now rained' very violently ; and, 
notwithſtanding our precautions, we were pre- 
ſently all wet through. Beſides this, the ſky 
was ſo thick, that I could ſee nothing except 
the moſt prominent objects, ſuch as Picton, 
Lord Milford's ſeat, and Lawrenny, Mr. Bar- 
Ms and a figs pm of a enen e 


. 2 2 een e ſtood | Mn 5; 
High bu > fodk, whoſe haughty broß | 
A W net OT ye 


We had now e too Frag to mn 
and it was propoſed, that we ſhould land near 
a ſmall houſe of entertainment oppoſite that 
charming place called Lawrenny. We did not 
land at the houſe whither we were to go, but 
a2 quarter of a mile diſtant from it, and had to 
Walk all that way over the rocks, which lie 
ſcattered along theſe ſhores. It was with 
much difficulty that the gentlemen could drag 
us over them; for we were greatly encumbered 
with our wet clothes; ; and the rain made the 
rocks ſo age . that we were- near falling 

down 
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down every ſtep we ſet. We frequendy went 
ancle-deep'in water between r 
We had dreſſed ourſelves very dert, be⸗ 
cauſe we were promiſed a vilit to a king's 
ſhip that lay in the river, with the officers of 
which Mr. M - - -'s brother was acquainted; 
but it was\impoſſible to tell what any part of 
our dreſs was compoſed of by the time we ar⸗ 
rired at the houſe of ſhelter, we were {> 
completely wet and dirty. This houſe ſtands 
upon à rock, and I was forced literally to 
crawl upon my hands and knees up to it. 
The acceſs is exceedingly ſteep z arid there are 
no ſteps by which to aſcend, except ſuch as 
the natural unevenneſs of the rock affords ; 
yet thols ee ie thre ning ng AA 
cl. 
Nothing i ib the civility of the 
people of the houſe.” They opened their 
drawers, and furniſhed every one of us with 
clothes from top to bottom. It is true they 
fitted us very ill, and me particularly, as the 
women happened to be all very tall and ſtout. 
But this was a new ſource of amuſement, and 
ve laughed at each other very heartily. Our 
gratituded kept pace with'the kindneſs of our 


hoſteſſes, and we thought they had conferred 
R 3 an 
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an obligation that could not be mea Co 
knowledged, We were well proyided with 
Pigeon: pye, old chickens, and tongue, and 
rum, Of the latter wg were fo FI 
ingly tenaciqus, that we. bid jt behind a board 
which ſtood: before the kre-place, But, alas 1 
83 it often happens, our, oper-cage proyed aur 
misfortune ; for ſoracbody, who did nat know 
i was there, threw down the hoard, and hroke 
bottle of it. Norwichſtanding this deyers | 
diſaſter (for there was nane to be gat that was 
half as gogd) we did got ſuffer it to diſturb | 
out mirth. Still we diverted ourſelves with 
our on droll appearanpe, and that of others | 
in the ſame ſituation gs gurſelyes "ſb "ey 
Jiu differcnt yellels. that lay near, | 
When the evening approached, we again. 
held. 2 council, to decide, whether it would be 
better to ſtay all night, or return, home; for it 
continued raining inceſſantiy, + The houſe as * 
very mall, and full of company. We wuſt 
have flept G&yeral in 3 bed, or fat up all night, 
This midi ſome of ug chuſg rather ſo run the 
hazard of returning ;. ſo putting on gur own 
_Hlothes ein? Me Et fail, But the ſky was Ex» | 
wel mie and ee e N 
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abated, was conſtant. I 
wiſely Raid Pehind. 4. * l 


bee eee bete J oft W 


he 2 7 


began to riſe, and 1 could | en p = 


conceal my fears. © For, thou I was 

of the care and 1k of quf mariners, yet 1 
could not diveſt mylelf of the 1 Yea, 54 boats 
were ſometimes overlet, and that what had 


happened once might happen. again. | My 


ſpirits were not the leſs deprefied on account 
of a ſtory which was related as we went, of a 
captain of a ſhip, who was drowned. about 


four years ago in that river; though no one of | 


the company ſuſpected it had made o great 4 an 
impreſſion upon my mind. 

The account was of « captain A N a 
man of very good property, who had 4 w) 
and family at or near Whitby. His ſhip, th ! 
Ocean, was lying in this river, 1 . 

0 the * at a f 


Fee into it. 
exclaimed, he « bad PERS a Foc 
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letter from his wife without SVN ind 
he feared the had taken, or was about to take, 
leave of her underſtanding. He then read a 
part of the letter, which was äs follows: 
That in conſequente of a dream, which ſhe 
« had four nights ſucceſſively, the begged he 
«would riot Joſe a moment's time, but return 
* home by land, and not attempt to come 
* round in the ſhip; for ſhe dreaded ſume 
« accident. would happen to him, if he, did.” 
Her letter, from the beginning to. the end, 
beſpoke the utmoſt diſtration of mind ; and 
her ſending it open was no ſmall proof of it. 
But notwithſtanding he looked upon her 
apprehenſion as groundleſs, he determined to 
cdmply with her requeſt, and in order to ar- 
range his affairs for that purpoſe, . he. took 
boat to return to his ſhip ; but, las! that-. 
very evening the boat was overſet, and he, 
with three of his men, was drowned. He, 
was not intoxicated, and was perfectly ac- 
quainted with the river. Theſe are fact, 
though ſo very extraordinary, chat are not to 
be contradicted, becauſe they are atteſted by 
ſuch reſpectable people, who were, one m 
a ſay, in of then. 
| --. wn 
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But to return to my actouft of ovfſelves: 
they were ſhifting the ſails every mitiute; 
and though they laughed at my apprehen- 
fions, I was not convinced they did not ſee 
ſome danger themſelves.” We did not ſail, 
but we abſolutely flew; and the rapidity with 
which we went, gave great delight to ſome 
er cop 4 10 me ib d e 11 Gar 

Je oo begin 4 grow dee; and we had 
not near reached the quay,” from which we 
ſet out. My fears ſtill kept  encreafing; for 
when we arrived cloſe by it, we could not 
reach it, the wind, by the curving of the tiver, 
being then againſt us; and the moment that] | 
thought we were near the ſhore, \we were as 
far from it as ever. We tacked and tacked: 
every minute, and were no nearer the pot 
we aimed at. I then concluded, that failers 
muſt be the moſt patient of all'mankind; to 
be ſo often in fight of what' they ardenely de. 
fire, 'and ſo often driven from it, withbut - 
ſhewing the ſmalleſt figns of Ul-humout..' 
For my part, I was fo ptovoked at this ſtate 
of the Buſineſs, that I Onda FS for”. 
mere diappointment. | | 
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IL was now nearly dark; ; and it was 
thought expedient, that one of our men 
ſhould get out of the boat, and with a long 
pole try to find a landing for us. He plung- 
ed abaut knee deep in mud and ſand, and 
amongſt huge piles of ſtones, farding wah his 
pale, and could find none, except where we 
ſhould have been very deep in the water. In 
this ſituation, however, we were obliged to 
quit the boat, for it was now quite dark. 
We landed amongſt the ſtones, and were 
dragged along by the gentlemen in the ſame 
manner as we were on landing at Lawrenny 
Point, ſome loſing their clogs, ſome their 
dhoes, and all. ready to fall proſtrate every 
moment, Had it not been for a perſon that 
lived near the ſhore, and knew we were gone 
out, who, hearing our voices, kindly came 
down, and brought a lanthorn, and likewiſe 
afliſted. the gentlemen in pulling us along, I 
verily thought I ſhould never have got home. 
The reſt of the party were not ſo much diſ- 
treſſed as I was, being more accuſtomed to 
the difficulties that frequently attend water- 
parties, and more uſed to climbing the rocks. 
But, notwithſtanding this, they were all weary 
6D | 4 
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and wet enough to make them heartily n 
of their expedition; and I was very ory 40 
have been the inſtrument o d bann e 
ſuch a ſcrape. = lo 399 H 

Leena tn evan ani eats 
ſhould ever tempt me to go on {ach an ex- 
curſion again, There is always. ſomething 
formidable in veuturing upon ſo. fickle aa ele- 
ment; and I fearcely ever heard of a water- 
party, that proved in all reſpects as agreeable 


as it vas expected to be, Indeed I think b 


water much pleaſanter to look at, than 40 
look from, Every plantation, every ſcens. 
and every gentleman s ſeat, is much more 
pictureſque and charming when viewed from 
the banks of a river, than they are when 
you are upon it, The cauſe. is this: when 
you are upon the water, you are much below 
the objects at which you are looking; but 
upon the banks of a river yon are either 
upon a level with them, or ee | 
them. | 
The day after we went this ez os we 
were engaged to viſit a gentleman at a place 
called Honeyborough, near the river, wheee 
we promiſed ourſelves a compenſation for all 


our 
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our former toils. But here again I was ſo un- 
fortunate, as to ſpoil their pleaſure. - Some of 
the ladies went on horſeback ; and we fet out 
in our chaiſe, in roads where never one-horſe 
chaiſe had been, and where there were ſuch 
very deep holes and no quarter, that I was, ff 
poſſible, ten times more alarmed than I was 
on the water. Mr. M <- 's brother rode 
before us, and with the greateſt patience ima- 
ginable picked every foot of the way ; but 
whether my fears had not ſubſided from my 
former fright, I cannot tell. I faw danger in 
every thing; and I believe I ſhould have 
died, if, as ſoon as we came upon the turn- 
pike road, Mr. M - - - - had not returned 
with me to Haverfordweſt. It is ſcarcely 
to be conceived, with what ecftacy I beheld 
the white houſes, and how I congratulated 
myſelf upon being ſafe. But a great mortifi- 
cation awaited me; for the next day the 
ladies we left at Lawrenny, joined thoſe we 
had quitted on the road, and the officers 
of two king's ſhips, with their wives and 
daughters, were invited to meet us at Honey- 
borough, where N made ups very e 
ey 

Le 
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LETTER XXXVI. ba 
To Mrs. TA 


Haverfordweſt, Sept. 7, 1791. - 
Base juſt „ from a viſit, where I 
have left my party behind me, I am at leiſure 
to give you ſome account of the diſpoſitions 
and manners of the Welſh. It requires a 
much more diſcriminating pen than mine, to 
mark every minute difference in a people who 
ſo nearly reſemble ourſelves; and I often 
ſmile, when I reflect upon the number of ab- 
ſurd ideas that are entertained of them by ig- 
norant perſons ; and indeed by ſome who would 
be highly offended, if I ſhould rank them in 
that claſs. They look upon the Welſh as fo- 
reigners, and expect to hear them ſpeak un- 
intelligibly, to ſee them dreſs grateſquely, and 
behaye uncouthly. To theſe one knows' not 
what to anſwer; for they think you are only de- 
ceiving them, when you ſay they are in moſtre- 
ſpects like the reſt of the world, except in ſuch 
points as are not fo ſtrongly marked as to be 
cafily deſcribed.” The moſt ſtriking differ 

| ence 
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ence betwixt the Welſh and the Engliſh is 
their dialect, particularly that of the females ; 
and as they are not at all conſcious of it, I 
fear they will nat ſoon get rid of it. It con- 
fiſts in a mixture of Welſh and Engliſh, with 
a ſtrong Welſh accent. To me the Welſh 
Iknguage itſelf ſounds a great deal more muſical 
than this jargon. The ladies are fo little ſen- 
fibls'of this defect, that many of them believe 
they are not the leaſt tinctured with: it, and 
have aſked'me very ſeriouſly, whether I ſhould 
know them to be natives of Wales by their 
fpeech.. It diſtreſſed me very much to make 
a reply to this queſtion, becauſe it implied 
that they expected I ſhould anſwer in the ne- 
gative. Their having ſo ſtrong a dialect is 
rather unaccountable, becauſe Haverfordweſt 
is certainly a polite place, and is frequented 
by ſtrangersof all countries, eſpecially Englifh 
ant Iriſh; and throughout all that part of 
Pembrokeſhire there is not a word of Welſh 
ſpolcen, or even underſtood, by any genteel 
perſon; none: but the lower people ſpeak it 
in common: it is there almoſt looked upon 
as an indication of vulgarity to know it. . If 
you aſk a lady: whether ſhe can ſpeak Welſh, 
9 2 | ſhe 
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ſhe anſwers, in a ſharp tone of voice; and with 
a kind of indignant look; Not I indeed. 
I have feveral times got myſelf into - this 
fcrape by aſking ſuch queſtions, fot 1 did 
not ſuppoſe that any body could think it # 
diſgrace ta be acquainted with 2 language; 
even though it was the Cherokee, much leſs 
one which is capable of being. ſet to ſuch ar 
enchanting and mellifluous inſtrument as the 
Welſh harp, and which has ſo many fine 
poems in at. I will give you a ORE 
them at the end of my letter. 

The women in general have ante aol 
natural underſtandings, but they ſeem to be 
too well contented with the conſciouſneſs of 
that, for they are not ſglicitous to cultivate 
them as highly as they are capable. They love 
gaiety; and parties of all ſorts, where cheerful. | 
neſs and freedom baniſh reſtraint and formality; 
and their countenance is ſo eaſy and/happy, 
that it ſeems to preclude all care. 

In this defeription I do not include: all the 
ladies of Wales; but only to ſay, theſe, ſeem 
to be the leading features of their natural cha 
racter. I converſed with many who had not 
the ſmalleſt dialect, and who, to theit native 


good 


l 
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good "WIEN and ſweetneſs, added polite man- 
ners and an informed underſtanding. The 
moſt perfect innocence and cheerfulneſs, are 
-viſibly depicted in their whale deportment; 
and this gives ſuch a youthfulneſs to their 
look and manner, that you may very well miſ⸗ | 
take a woman who is near thirty to be no 
more than ei ightcen. They are very pretty, 
have: delicate complexions, and very fine teeth, 
and are well made; but their ſhape has ſome- 
ching of the Dutch roundneſs and plumpaeſ 
in it. The men are remarkably handſome, 
and in proportion to their number I think 1 
never ſaw ſo many any where. They, as well 
as the women, © doff the world aſide, and bid it 
paſs.” Indeed, I fear, they have too much of 
this natural. careleſineſs of diſpoſition i in them; 
for in general the Welſh gentlemen liye up to 
the top of their fortunes, and very many far 
beyond them. The ſtrongeſt trait in the | 


Welſh diſpoſition, i is the moſt unaffected good 
humour; ; and this it is which makes them un- 


able to withſtand any terypration that comes | 
in the form of ſociability: blocs ood 


Dance and ſing ; EO wing: Ooh 
- Life never knows the return of ſpring zi 
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is a Nm they, practiſe with vl}; tis bart 
and ſpy, By this means Higy certainly prot, 
long the-f enn, bur ir uses feder 
by a long and dreary winter. Nb a 
They entertain pot only hofyitably\bus dle 
zantly 3 and pectüng can bs 6. ab/yund in 'the 
Engliſh; 4 to fancy that they. differ from us 
materially, either in theig table their houſ@te 
or their dreſs. Fbey want nothing but the 
laſt Gniſh, that is, a high poliſh te be put upan 
their mannerz, and g gfestęf defire for he at- 
tainments of the head, for in +haſe. of the 
heart no netion can excced theme. Nut if they 
cannot be {aid $9 be arrived. at the higheſt 
pitch of literary refinements; every onę N- 
lows them to be generous and hoſpitable, and 
their ſtyle and mauuer e erh et 
ineſtimable qualities. - 

I cannot nd hin en lend 
ling in theſe, than hy relating the falloying fact, 
which happened very lately. A young mas 
fon of a clerk of ſome pariſh in Londpg,/and 
mate of a trading veſſel, was engaged as @Gng- 
maſter on board the Triuuper, a kings 
ſtationed in this harbour. Being rather diſ- 
B pated in his manners, he accent) reſorted 

8 N to 
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to Haverfordweſt, where he contracted a debt 

of C. 17 at an ordinary inn. When the land- 

lady, who wus a widow, demanded payment, 
a diſpute aroſe about the charge. The conſe- 
quence was a law-ſuit, the expences of which 
felled the original debt to forty pounds ; und 
46 the young man had not wherewithal to dis- 
charge this demand upon him, he was thrown: 
into gaol. When he had been there ſome little 
time, he broke out, in company with a deſer- 
ter who was confined in the ſame priſon, hut 
he was ſoon retaken. Such was the humanity 
df the inhabitants of this place, that during 
the whole of his confinement he was amply 

fapplied with provifions and money from ſome 
family or other. Indeed it frequently hap- 
pened, that he received two hot dinners from 
different families in the ſame day. He had not 
been long confined; when the inhabitants of 
the town entered into a ſubſcription, and diſ- 
charged the debt to the widow. The expences 
of the law-ſuit were in great meaſure given up 
by the attorney. I am afraid this generbus diſ- 
poſition of their's is ſometimes abuſed by men 
of deſperate fortunes, who come hither from 
Ireland and other places, as to a place of tem- 
cs 8 porary 
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porary retreat, and in the character of gentle- 
men contract debts, and then decamp. Inn 
I will not deny that the Welſh are tinc- 
tured with what is called their native warmth 
of temper. For if, by any inadvertent or ill- 
timed obſervation, you reflect upon either their 
country! or their manners, they are on fire in 
an inſtant: but even chis heat may be as ſud- 
denly extinguiſhed as- it was kindled. The 
leaſt conceſſion on your part, or acknowledg- 
ment that you have wronged them, and are 
humour, and their face again reſumes its natu- 
ral tranquillity. I verily believe, they have 
not the ſmalleſt particle of reſentment in cheir 
whole compoſition. Who then would” with 
to rob them of their harmleſs jealouſy of the 
honour of their native land, and particularly 
ſince it is a land that charms: every hody? 
Happy, thrice happy would it be for -thoſs 
Welſh gentlemen who have ſpent their patri- 
momy in imitating Engliſh follics and Engliſh 
extravagance, hall they retained a little more 
of their national (prejudices; and ſet a prpet 
value on thoſe charming woods, mountains, 
. ed e og GIS with com- 

| eres 
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merce to bring to their very gates all thatcis 

uſeful and valuable im liſe. b Daunen 
The ignorance, poverty, and meatineſs] of 
the Welſh clergy are frequent tanie of - 
other parts of Wales I cannot pretend ti ſay a 
but in this place, and in all others that I have 
ſcen in this country, they ate well informed, 
no occaſion to unite tho occupations of preach» 
ing, fiddling at fairs, or mending ſhoes ; nn 
dould they do it, if it were neceſſary towarila 
their ſubſiſtendoe. They have had che educa- 
tion of gentlemen, and have the manners that 
acetunpany it. They Aſſociate with tha gens 
teel prople familiacly, and ſet them an mam. 
ple of temperance and rugularity. They know 
bow to command reſpectʒ but liavt none uf 
that en fo og Fade to the prietts 
hoot). - 1907 Jgd 27 1012 dl 1 
ee vary 4 peng 
gars in South Walcs, which in u flrong pos- 
ſutnption that it is: proſuctive of u grateful 
ſoil. induſtrious peaſants, decent! pride, and 
gontentment. ineo mech dd gu 
The markets are pmiligious in many plabea, 
but at Carmarthen; and Haverfordweſt they 
* are 
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are. lneredilily-{o,  Bifkeen os; z enty gd ag 
at the lattar thay, aver bad a HN] and 
twenty bullocks ona Markat -d but now. 
owing to there being 4d any; deinen 40 En 
land, they-are dimniſbn 10 fifty. .or ſixty bul- 
lacks, three huadrod;celves and three hundred 
and forty; heap But the filb.of every kiod cau- 
nat be apmbered 5) yot there was a athempt 
maadenotlong ince at Carmarthen ak a O- 
poly of ſalmom. iſo as to raiſe the price of i 
16d. a pound hut he gentry of the -plage 
faon;put a ſtop to chat. You muſt take into 
this account: that che whole country, for a 
great many miles und. comes to theſe: mar- 
kets It is extremely pleaſing to ſee the little 
farrberé, and even lebourers, cariying away 
their week ia: prouiſioa of freſhaneat. Perhaps 
it is mat the pnime at ſhe mar laet i hut t nniſt 
always che preferable m, and anare uchilleſume, 
than the ft Galt pork, of hich itht common 
people in fame waits of England eat mud; 
and Mich, d am-perſuaded, ocedfiens:themto - 
be ſo ſoorbutio and diſordered as number 
theta arc! In thory there are a dhe ainctg. | 
cleanlineſs, and eaſe in the countenance wha 
Welſh: peaiant, that indicate they are much 
better fed and clothed than ours are. 


8 3 I hope 
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I hope I have now thoroughly convinced 
you, that the accounts you have heard or read 
of the-wretchedneſs of e eee 
ery — 5 3" neue 
If this place is deficient in any thing'thir 
may be deemed a comfort or a luxury, it is 
in vegetables and fruit. Theſe are neither 
plentiful, nor in great perfection. But people 
of fortune know very well how to remedy 
cthis defect in their ſoil. Almoſt every Body 
has a hot-houſe. I never was in any place 
here there were ſo many, for it chieſty con- 
fiſts of people who have an independency. 
There are very few carriages kept here, which 
is eaſily accounted for by the roads being 
ſtony and unpleaſant for wheels. The ladies 
ride a great deal on horſeback; and who in- 
.deed, that had their health and the uſe of 
their limbs, would be ſhut up in a box, when 
they can delight their eyes with ſach a charm- 
ing country every ſtep they ride? Another 
teaſon may be given for their not feeling the 
want ef carriages at Haverfordweſt; which 
is, that they have a number of enn U 
always at command. 
3 * ditinRion 
ef 
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of ranks, which ſubſiſts in moſt large owns. 
The people mix with caſe; together, and pat 
ticularly the men. Yo fee; them ſtanding 
at ſhap- doors in a dee Ming, politics, 
or hearing and communicating, the news of 
the day ; and in an evening they Meet at an 
inn, and either play at billiands, op; are jolly 
over a bottle, But this latter cuſtom. iß 
weating away Very. taſty; and, I hehievg, if 
chiefly kept up by the olderiy part of the com/ 
munity. The  YQung' and the L | 
particylarly the married men, vit it thei 
families. Their, natural ove . for. the ſex, 
united to, their, defies of acapſement, makes 
them fond of joinin ing in parties where there 
are females, | 

| Thoſe gentlemen who, by education, and 
an acquaintance with the wotld; have got rid 
of their national Beat, have f ſoſtneſs of 
manners, that ig perfe&ly pleating ;" yet they 
ſtill, retain enough of their. native ſpirit. to 
make them manly-and unaffectad. They: do 
not perhaps improve as faſt as they might. 
Like fome ſtomes, they reſiſt the chizel at 
firſt; but when the impreſſion is ones made, 


they e moſt d e 
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A kravxlier nee 
remarkb, es u uftoflifing Mſtunde of the 1g, 
p6ratice of the people; that-#t layerfirawerh | 
che county (town, and tdpital of Perbrikes 
ſhite; he HAtred à Bütk bill; and they did rife 
know whit it Was, Ft muſt be do the hes: 
Boy of the uin Whers he Tet up; for at the 
kürte die peak df it Was 4 place bf Very gant 
trade, *behides having the Wiges held there, 
where Me ganges vonſtafttly came; und It in 
— the pies Wh Je 
bins 80 inch Toy people, who, Nav 
ing oily ridden from  towh, think them 
hn wry 7 rn 
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At lad, with matcilefs valour ſteel! - 1! 
We chas'd LF eee Weg wlT 
Behold with worder-Maclor's plain, .- | 

There the innere proud were fan. 

Let him, who dare — I nd NN 
Dread the fell vinticti ie ſtrok e: 

Page, obſerve"dvy lord command; : e 
2 not now wy liberal hand vg q ad i 
Fill the hurt ut Abjowealt + 1 1 2D 
In the gen r primus hall. u ANA 0 
Cheer, which we i None dew; > tvs br A 
Spoils of foes willrflitl fupply, (nt gf 
Here no porter Eaatds/tye thors, - #ifl 4d 
Plenty here tha pour her ſteras s-. 
Page, 6) eh quick dene: 

We would revel ul ur lirges * 15-0 ul ite. 
For this the yeliſh*# rn we G 1 
Whoſe glaſs is Uke the 'vcran's wire, - 0”! 
In whoſe d- pt handles Greta” © 17 1 1397 
The — „ Te A 
Fill it With the hotiey'd W dT 
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— fret bum cocks * 
The acle-baee bed 
Ther or beate due, 
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Where honour calls, they foremoſt ſtand, * | 
The guardians of Sabrina's ftrands d 
Where'er is heard their manly voice, | 
With ſprightly hearts their friends rejoice 5+. / ! 
When they depart, the mirth is oer, 
The feſtal ſhout is heard no more. 
With rich metheglin fill the horn, 
Whoſe tip the yellow ſtuds adorn, 
The horn tranſparent, emblem brigbt 
And with the mantling draught advance 
To Griffith with. the etimſon lance : 
Beneath his care Arwyſtli fears -- 
Nor hoſtile threats nor hoſtile ſpears. - 
Ne'er will that dragon EEO 
; His high deſcent from Cynvyn's race 
Not all —— hou controul. 
Wich liquor fluſh'd the warriors came, 
And, arm'd. like Edwin, purchas d fame. 
They bought their mead with purple gore, 
Like Belyn's men in days of yore; 
And tuneful bards in ſuturę days 
Shall ſing the: heroes”, deathleſs praiſe. 
Fill up, the horn (this happy night 
We give to joy and wild delight: 
Buy Ednyfed the valiant ſtanſ . 
And place it: in the chieftain's hand. 
Whoſe ſhiver'd ſpear and batter d ſhield ..- 
Proclaim the conflicts of the fiele. 
As a black cloud portending rain. 


Burſts ſudden on the tranquil mann 
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e boi 
The bottom of the boiling dep:; 5 l. Gi 
The heroes at the dawn « bu. O 5 
Rub ' d on their foes in trim array.” Las rd 
M win ue gde W n 101.6) * 
The force of their impetuous blows g// 2 112112 1 
Jn copious Apa Pe ORE Egon uch: 
Tbeir well-directed purple ſpears; f 
Nor did their active valour ceaſe, LY 
Tl Garthan's rainperty fail #'in paring © tet 
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T cory you 1 4 former letter "that I was | 
much ſurprized, on entering Llandovery ry; to 
ſee, nal of « Yew dees g fo 
an hundred of that ſex mounted 1 . 
and clad in, wWhat appeared to me 'a kind of 
uniform, a blue cloth jacket and a black bea- 
ver hat. How different was this from the 

idea 
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idea I had d of ho Welſh petſantry ! 
Every thing that 1 have fitice ſeen eohcurs in 
making me think, if people who iraycLinto a 
diſtant partof the kingdom. would ule the eyes 
of their own underfianding, inſtead of taking 
every thing for granted thiet Has been tid by 
former writers 2 Thodtd' Hot have 10. many 


falſe accouats af gountries.av We hanger | 
Of North Wales, for aught I know, it may 


be true, chat wretched clothing, wretched pe- 

nury, clogs of pren *, or bare feet, are the lot 
of the poor; but in South Wales there is not 
"The daft appearance of my ſueh H.. Tad 


not ſay, that none of the common people ever 
walk withoyz Ihors por Rockipgs ; but I ſay, 
that not one in an hundred does, No ſervant, 
even of the, loweſt order, ver goes without, 
nor any perſon in any town or large village; 
auch A. think I may fafely; aver, that ſince I 
came ,jntp this country, though I Pa tf 
3 led much. about i it, 1 haye not Ken, ten wo- 

en_bare-legged. 4 cor nfels, \W Yan; 8 

—— to meet. a woman without t th dem I 

_ not help expreſſing my wagen. RA 
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a eee quaik uf ſubyec · 
tion; but this, Mr. Ma aſſured mp, was 
not the caſe. It vas, on the contrary, a ſign 
they do in England; and therefore this tuſd 
manners, but the revertſe. 0 11s 
and likewiſe others ſor ſale: they (ps wat 
and flax for their family linen, and their dwn | 
jackets : they go to market, bat it is on hoe 

back, and fell the fiſh, corn, and other com 
modities, for which their huſbands labour. 
Are. theſe employments that tbaſptak extreme 
poverty? Even the cuſtom of wilking/bare- 
ings, you>ſee;' nor has it 'facks 4 dHgufting 
appearance, as perſons unacquainted! with it 
are apt th concriue. The. petticoat of! their 
jac kot comes juſt to the edge uf thair a 
chat they hey very little above it; undeſs Abe 
wind happens to be rude, and then no aniih 
of any: delichey would feel hinudelf oled wb 
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be jocular upon the oecaſion; for the ĩnno· 
cence and modeſty of their countenance plainly 
prove, that they are as unconſcious of any 
e e ab wo are 1 we ma robe 
5 — 1610 51 0 21 415 
"> The bent of heir riding ſo ball 
back i ds the peaſants each occupy à ſmall 
their horſes, ſheep, and cattle. The gentle 
men in Wales have not adopted the cuſtom of 
throwing ſeveral little farms into one great one, 
by which the ſmall farmer, who was befſure 
maſter of his beaſts, his flocks, and his family, 
is deprived of the means of ſubſiſtence, and 
muſt perhaps become the menial ſervant of 
one who has hired his cottage over his head, 
or abſolutely ſtarve. It is true, that the for- 
mer uſage tends to preſerve ſome veſtiges of 
the feudal ſyſtem. Men of - fortune have a 
number of tenants, whom they can always 
command, as they have ſtill a kind of lordſhip 
over the peaſantry. But believe they never 
Exerciſe the leaſt degree of tyranny. They n- 
ther conſider them as under their protection, 
than as their: vaſſals. It ſeems to be a land 
af perfect liberty. There are no remains of 
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that ſubjeQion, to which their free-bora necks 
caltio' diva nity 2 Thoſe — 
now in ruins, ſerve only to remind them of 
the happy change that has taken place. 
of this country have of their tenanta, another 
cuſtom prevails, which muſt: have taken ita 
riſe in feudal times. This is, that every per- 
ſon who keeps hounds quarters one or ta ai 
theſe voracious animals upon a poor tenant. 
Though, perhaps, they are not under an ab» 
folute neceſſity of taking them, yet it -wiould 
give great offence to the landlord. if he were to 
refuſe, and probably coſt him his farm. I be- 
lieve ſome gentlemen ſtipulate with their te 
nants, that they ſhall maintain one or two. 
In this caſe it is no hardſhip, becauſe they 
take their farms on that condition. In ſmall 
villages, where the houſes ſtand ſeparate from 
each other, this may be attended with no in- 
convenience, except to thoſe. ho are obliged 
to take them but in — ee | 
ales faddle them —— — 
UE CARR others of the inferior claſs, 

"Y who 
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who are cithey their tenants, ar are under ob- 
Hgations to them; by which mgans tha place 
is quite full of haunda. Their yell at all times 
a tertihly diſrordant note; hut when-the: 
moon takes her ſtand in the heavens, (they are 
abfotuteby mad, and bay it all night long. 
in ſuch a. manner, as to render it impaſſible for 
amy one to get a wink of ſloep, to vhom theis 
ndiſ is not as ſaporific as the 2 "me 
— in; BO koche 
Norwichſtanding theſe elle hers? 
0 marks, in either the looks: or .mannews 
af che Welſh peaſantry, which'|-indicats''s 
greater degree of ſubjection to ſuperiors; thay 
the due order of ſociety requires. They have 
the boors in England; but it feems-tb. be the 
reſult of a generous diſpoſition; nut of iftars ! 
It may appear, that the cuſtom fer the o 
men to be all in ane dræſs was introduse by 
« ſumptuary law. Rut this cannot bebe 
caſe. It argues, in iny opinions anablepee-of 
vanity in ddie country: people. andotibewiſeos 
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and tawdry productions of other elimates 
The common people in the large towns devi- 
ate widely from their primitive fimplicity. and 
imitate; in a very ſlovenly and awx ward man- 
ner, the Engliſh mode. But the hereditary 
dreſs of the Welſh- women is one of the moſt 

commodious, comfortable, and fimple; that 1 
ever ſaw adopted by any ſet of people whats 
ever. For its being univerſal among them, 1 
will not pretend to account. - It 'confiſts of a 
garter-blue cloth jacket and petticoatz and a 
black beaver hat. In ſome diſtricts they wear. 
brown jackets inſtead of blue; but they.afe all 

made in the ſame form: The petticoat is ra- 
ther ſhort, and hangs round. The jacket is 
round alſo, and the flaps are about à quarter of 

a yard long. Voung people wear them ſhorter; 
and edge them with binding of different co 
— generally pink: this givrs theim a very 
ſmart appearance. They have a nartow cuff} 

turtice: above the elbow, which is edged 

alſo. - They uſe no buttons, but tie dn theit 

jackets with worſted binding, of the ſame to- 

lour as their trimmings. Their hats are ras 

| ther larger than the preſent faſhion, and lower 

WE cron; but they are much more con 

| 3 venient, 
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venient, as a ſhelter from bath rein and fun. 
Under the latter I ſuffer daily with my little 
- beaver, and envy every Welſh woman I meet. 
They do not ſhew much of their hair, but 
confine it with a kind of ſhort cap, rounded at 
the ears, and tied under the chin. I am Par- 
ticularly ſtruck with the ſimplicity of their 
mantle, or cloak. It is nothing more than a 
{quare piece of white flannel, bordered with 
coloured binding. This they throw careleſaly 
over their ſhoulders, and faſten, with. a hook 
and eye, or tie with a piece of binding,” They 
do not put it on croſs-ways, as we do a hand- 
| kerchief, but with the ſtraight fide about the 
neck. It is very warm; and they can guide 
2 horſe, or do any kind of domeſtic bufinets; 
without inconvenience, as it does nut, like moſt 
other warm cloathing, impede their motions: 
As I know your taite-is genuine, free from 
falſe ideas of elegance, I have ventured to give 
you my real opinion of the uniform dreſs. of 
the Welſh peaſants. I cannot but think, that 
Wales, and was ſtruck with the Welch dreft; 


fisſt iutroduced the blue jacket, black beaver, 
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and tound cap, which have e e 
n enen, W's 


LzarTTER XXXVII. | 
To Mit B 


Haverfordwelt, Kare 12th, 


Buvieiat dss - this country, I formed 
my idea of the perſons of the common people 
upon Mr. B- - -'s very beautiful print of the 
Welsh Peaſants. But his imagination in this 
caſe certainly took place of his obſervation, or 
he would never have made them fo different 
from what they are, This, 1 think, I ſhall 
prove to you, by deſcribing the general fea- 
tures of the Welſh. There is no doubt, but 
that people ſee the faces as well as the action 
of men in different lights: yet I can hardly 
conceive, how it is poſſible for any one to thin 
a ſhort race of people tall, or miſtake a broad 
flat face for one of a Grecian form. It is ſaid 
of lovers, that they can ſee Helen's beauty in 
; Ta a brow 


% 
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a brow of Egypt; and ſurely painters, who 
draw only from one model, may be ſuppoſed 
to be as much infatuated. 

But to give you my notions of the Welſh 

_ countenance: their greateſt ſingularity is in the 
lower part of their face; for in the ſame man- 
ner as the upper part of the cheek-bone of a 
Scotchman riſes, fo does the lower part of a 
Welſhman's. I cannot better define it, than 
as a Welſh gentleman did to me: © They have 
fine large joles.” This peculiarity is by no 
means ugly. It gives an openneſs to the cou? 
tenance, and prevents, what is fo. common in 
England, a picked chin, which I do not recol-. 
le& to have yet ſeen in Wales. | The hand- 
ſomeſt people, I have obſerved, have. the 
largeſt Joles. g They are fair, but not reds. 
haired, as a perſon pronounced them on going 
into, Wales, becauſe the firſt Welſhman he, 
met happened to be of that colour. En: © 

Vou are to underſtand, the people I am n de- 

ſcribing ; are the unadulterated Welſh. In this 
place, though they are thirty miles farther i in 
the country, they. have not the characteriſtic. 
marks of the Welſh ſo ſtron gly as they have at 
Carmarthen, ang; all the Foyt from  Brecknock, 

8 thither. 
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Gaben The difference in their look ſiruck 
me ſoon after I -paſſed- Narberth mountainz 
| which ſtands betwixt Carmarthen: and Haver- 
erer and I faid to Mr. * 24 Theſe 
„ into ſome other Suppe He was ſome- 
what ſurprized at my remark; but told me it 
was a juſt one; for the people of that part of 
Pembrokeſhire were originally a colony of 
Flemings, who had ſettled there, and incor- 
porated with the Welſh of the 
mountains. 

Vou are not to imagine n alipy hikes none 
of the characteriſtics of the country; though I 
have faid they have not all in à very ſtriking 
degree. The country people have that fim- 
plicity of countenance, which at once beſpeaks 
an ingenuous confidence in . you, and encou- 
rages you to place the ſama in them. When 
I fay ſimplicity, I do not mean a want of un- 
derſtanding, far from it: I mean that guile- 
leſſneſs, which neither i is W of ill, nor ſuſ- 
m it in others. 5A bu all 

I confeſs it ſurprized me that Mr. Bunbury, 
in his print of the Welſh Peaſants, ſhould have 
a ſo far from their. ſtyle of countenance. . 
70 TB. >; 2460 
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But I have often obſerved, that there is nobody 
who has ſtudied Grecian models but is too 
Apt to put Grecian faces upon Engliſh ſhoul- 
ders. He has done even worſe, for be has 
put them upon Welſh ones. There is: not, I 
venture to ſay, one Engliſh face in five hun- 
dred that has any thing in it which reſembles 
the Grecian. But the whole: contour of the 
Welſh face differs ſtill more widely. Inſtead 
of the prominent profile, and ſtraight line from 
a low forehead to the end of the noſe of the 
Grecian, with the eye rather ſunk, and a me- 
lancholy caſt of features, they have a broad 
face and very high forchead, a full blue eye, a 
ſmall ſhort noſe, which not unfrequently riſes 
at the end, and a lively countenance. I have 
already deſcribed the peculiarity of the lowet 
part of their face. Mr. B- - has drawn the 
women tall and flender ; whereas | they are 
Mort jointed, round-made, and compact. A 
blue or brown jacket is their univerſal habit. 
He has not repreſented that with any preci- 
ſion; and he has put them on aprons, which 
they never wear. His peaſants have not the 
tight, ſturdy, and cleanly look, which ſo re- 
AIP ARIA the Welſh womin ; 
but, 
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but, if I may be allowed to fay fo, they ſeem 
to be poſſeſſed of all the ſlatternly cafe of a 
villager near the metropolis. But to find 
fault with Mr. B - « - is to draw upon myſelf 
the cenfure of the whole world of taſte. I 
allow he has been more happy in his repreſen- 
tation of the girl than of the women. She 
has a more Welſh countenance, ingenuous, 
open, and lively. Her make too is of that 
ſturdy kind, which indicates muſcular ſtrength. 
Had Mr. B- - - ſtuck entirely to the charac= 
teriſtic marks of a truely Welſh face and figure, 
he might have portrayed beauty full as agree- 


ably, though, perhaps, not quite as elegant, as 
he has done by deviating from it. 

J have always been at a lofs to account for 
ſo many Grecian faces, and long-limbed figures, 
in the ptint-ſhops, entirely unlike Englith 
women; for they, as well as the Welſh, have 
2 plumpneſs in their make, and ſprightlineſs 
in their countenance, very different from the 
melancholy graces of an Electra. Pebple tell 
you, they are ſet up as models. What do they 
mean by that? Can any one who is ſhort and 
plump draw herſelf out into length ; or one 
who has FEI torture it into a Gre- 

T: 4 cian 
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cian one? What ſigniſies AR up mgdpls, 
upon which nobody can form themſelyes, and 
that are to be found only in a few old ſtatues, 
or in the painter's imagination? 0 would 
have them paint beauties, as well as manners, 
« living as they riſe,” Even the Venus de Me- 
dicis is neither tall nor lender, but remarkably; 
otherwiſe.; Moſt incontrovertibly, ſmooth· 
neſs, ſoftneſs, and roundneſs, where the parts 
melt into one another, as Mr. Burke, in his 
Treatiſe on the Beautiful, has fo elegantly and 
critically defined it, is much more expreſſive 
of feminine perfection, than where the Whole 
figure forms. nothing but Warts inet 2 
angles. 

In my opinion there is a very 2 abſar- 
dity in ſetting up a ſtandard for beauty, for it 
cannot be confined within limits. It- is to be; 
found, under different forms and features, in 
every country and every climate, from the flat 
| noſe and wide face of the fallow Otaheitan, to 
the intelligent and elegant countenance of the 
Grecian Venus. The human face is 3 
with ſuch exquiſite enchantment, that it can 
inſpire love and admiration under all its varia- 
tions, It is almoſt a crime to ſay, that beauty | 


a2 
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can be reduced to rules; as if the Deity, wh 
called the ſhapeleſs mals into life, and breathed: 
into it a ſpark of his dis ine ſpirit, could not 
animate it into à combination of graces, ten 
thouſand thouſand times diĩverſiſied. Lady 
Mary Wortley Montagu, in her :ſptigtitly 
manner, ſays, that, were the human body to 
be always uncovered, the face would be little 
regarded, But I. muſt diſſent from her. It 
is from the contemplation of the countenance, 
and the inflections of the features, that we de- 
rive all our information of what paſſes in the 
ſoul: 


A look may cs = thought, which time can eter 


remove. o 


Let a form be ever ſo complete, we ſtill refer 
to the face as an index of the mind. There 
we read, whether we meet with approbation 
from thoſe we deſire to pleaſe, and whether 
thoſe with whom we converſe comprehend our 
meaning. There we look for ſenſe and ſweet- 
neſs, and a return of affection. A ſenſualiſt 
may, perhaps, be indifferent to thoſe things z 
yet I can hardly conceive any one to be ſo 


much giyen up to mne 
ſenſes, 
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need fame den be e then 
more refined intereourſe, which may be de- 
lightfully carried on by an exchange of ſenti- 
ments. In ſhort, all the expreſfion of the in · 
tellectual powers is confined to the face; and 
1 rp eee 


The Ie fountain in itſelf contains 
Of beautedous and ſublime nene, 


Sit paramount the Graces, 


, 
976 


LEZT TI XXXIX. 
To . Domes 8 


—— 


I. a — e a eden as they 
are generally termed, of the inhabitants, are 

not arrived at fo high # pitch 2s they are in 
the feelings of nature, you will be ſurprized 
when I tell you, that no mother in a genteel 
Ine of life ever ſuekles her own children, or 
even has them nurſed in her houſe, There 


are 
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are women, great part of whoſe livelihood it 
is to take in children to nurſe. I carinot be- 
Heve, that they who have many onder their 
care; and who make à trade of it, can feet 
much tenderneſs towards them. Par be it 
from me to accuſe the ladies in Wales of want 
of affection for their offspring; on the con- 
trary, I believe there is no country in which 
there is more -difphyed. I am therefore en- 
tirely at a loſs to conceive, from whence' this 
cuſtom takes its rife. Since I have been 
here, 1 have- often expreſſed, perkaps too 
warmly, my diſapprobation of this practice; 
and I thould be happy, could I flatter myſelf 
that it had made ſuch an impreffion as to in- 
duce one parent to become a mother indeed: 
for I can hardly allow thoſe to be fach, who 
forego the ſweet ſenſation that ariſes from per- 
forming the offices of a parent, and particu- 
haitly that very affecting one of giving nourith- 
ment to her infant, and, like the feed- 
ing ber Jong with Her blood. To the peli- 
cart this is ſuppoſed to prove fatal; but to a 
woman, I believe, it is generally produdtive of 
health, except in caſes. I am ſure, 
were they oute to degin to do it, they would 

not 
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not ſoon leave it off, for they would; find the 
child endeared to them by it; and themſelves 
doubly endearing to the child: they would not 
feel the mortification of ſceing their babe anx- 
ious to quit their arms for thoſe of an hireling. 
I could neyer get a better cauſe aſſigned for 
this practice, than, that people, who made it 
their buſineſs, were more uſed to nurfing chil- 
dren than thoſe who bore them. There are 

but a few plain anſwers to this kind of argu- 
ing. Firſt, every woman muſt have had a 
beginning, a firſt child to nurſe. Next, igno- 
rant people never reaſon upon any thing; and 
therefore profeſſed nurſes adopt a thouſand 
fooliſh, and perhaps pernicious, max ims about 
the management of children, from one gene- 
ration to another, without a poſſibility of any 
one's convincing them of their error, even if 
they would take the pains to attempt it. And 
laſtly, no one ſhould conſent to become a mo- 
ther, unleſs ſhe can reſolve upon doing the 
duties of one. Surely there is no female. of 
the leaſt degree of education or underſtanding, 
who would not ſoon become a greater profi- 
cient in the art of nurſing, than a low woman 
who makes it a profeſſions let her experience 
be 
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be ever o great. If the ladies would read 
Buchan, &c. &c. and when any, difficulty:og« 
ceurs conſult the faculty, they would find them 
ſomewhat: better guides than an ald woman 
who will tell you that a child will die if it be 


not allowed ſugar in its pap. Isz it poſſible, 
they ſhould be acquainted with the conſtruc 
tion of the human body, or know how = fear- 
fully and wonderfully” we are made ? Can T 
tell in what manner to treat a diſorder, who 
are totally ignorant of the opgrations of the 
parts, from whence the complaint originates ? 
I would not have it underſtqod, that I wiſh 
women to confine themſelves to their nurſeries, 
Na, I would have them i chuſe decent and 
tractable domeſtics, who would act under theif 
directions, and leave them at leiſure to ſtody 
the management of children as a ſcience. The 
education of a child, as well as the formation 
of its limbs, and the eſtabliſhment of its health, 
ſhould begin from its birth. Upon, this ſab 
je&t chere ih pumber ef excellent booky,cok 
inſtruRion ; but Mr. Locke is himſelf a, hats; 
I world hays women purſue every thing thas 
can improxe their underſtandings, and render; = 
Wen good mothers but ſenſible cm- 
(le: Panions. 
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panions. I would not even have them fand 
by unconcerned ſpectators of what is paſſing in 
the world, but acquire ſuch a general know- - 


"ledge as not to be totally ignorant of any 


thing that is a frequent ſubject of conver- 
mn 


fo adieu. 


Lz rT ER XI. 
To Mr. RS 


0-1 m e xh[s 7 
Tae bd rnd from LE 
ſuch uncommon dimenſions and beauty, chat 
ſhall defcribe it to you, becauſe it is nearly the 
largeſt on this coaſt. The roof is a fine concave, 


rifing in the middle like an immenſe dome, 


with ten thouſand fragments of the rock ſuſ- 
pended from it. The pebbles that compoſe 
its floor ere beautifully variegated, and work 
S Gnooth by the action of the ſea upon them, 
that they ſeem rather to have been laid by a 
66 

HER | accidentally 
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accidentally together into ſuch an even ſur- 
face; but no human hand could ever form 
any thing ſo curious an 
of nature. 

The mouth Kae e 
I deſcribed to you before, inſtead of being 
dark and narrow, is very capacious, and is ſo 
high it would admit a coach, or perhaps a veſ- 
ſel in full ſail: . I cannot, by any meaſure I ani 
able to take, give you an accurate idea of the 
ſize of the infide.. It is large enough for 
twenty or thirty people to dine commodiouſly, 
or twenty couple to dance there, would the 
tide ſtay out of it long enough to allow of 
preparations ſor ſuch amuſements. - Could 
this. cave be illuminated, it would have a pro- 
digiouſly ſplendid effect; but even when the 
moon ſhines full into it, the ſparkling of the 
ſea falt upon the roof; and over every othet 
part, muſt give it a very brilliant appearance. 

The ſhore at this place is with 
rocks. There are ſuch long trects af them; 
that you may walk miles without wutting 
your fect; but if you happen to fall between 
or perhaps your neck; yet I delight to _— 


HS 8— 
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ble hm i wa One very agreeable thing on 
this coaſt is, there is very little oceaſion for 
bathing · houſes· Every bay andi every cuve 
affords the moſt private and commodious dreſs 


fing room, and twenty people might undreſs 
in different grottos, and go out and baths 
without: knowing of each other's being near. 

J ſeated; myſelf upon a huge cliff, that 
looked perpendicularly doun upon ten thou- 
ſand: fragments of rocks, whilſt Mr. M. 
deſcended: towards the ſea. It is hardly to bs 
imagined what I felt on ſeeing him dropping, 
as it were, lower and lower down the tre- 


| mendous ptecipice, till he almoſt became a8 


ſmall as a gnat or the point of my needle. 
After fome time I entirely loſt fight-of him. 
But having undreſſed in a cave in ordet to 
bathe, he again made his appearance, though: 
he 'ſeemed- no bigger than a child of a year 
old, owing to the immenſe height of the cliff 
upon which I fat, and the diſtance I was from 
him. To ſee him run from rock to roclc, in 
ſearch of a place to throw himſelf in, was 

quite terrible; and I could ſcarcely believe 
that ſuch an atom as he was, compared to the 
objects which ſurrounded him, would not in- 
210 evitably 


___Mii#6rD vr 
evitubly be tathed 60 Pisces. At legt f 
fr him theoW Hine Headlong Hoth a huge 


het moment is not to be fefcribed, and I re 
fdved eber to pitt myfelf to fuch Painful 


profiigioiitly widghificent, 4nd "the «Whole "oF = 
The (cette: Is" rand; but I hive Bad ena 
of the ſublinte 46 TitidHy me For (the thine. 
There is a ſmall fiſhing town at the foot of 
theſe rocks, unh is-called Little; Haven. 

After Mit. Nhat dwffed and tturncd | 
ſafe to me Aglin, we effayed to $6 hohe; but 
the road from the town being exttemely ſteep, 
narrow, and ton. it Was agreed that I Mu 
walk up, whilt Ms. M -- - alcended it it with 
the chaiſe. The tide. was coming in very 
faſt, and 4 had a hall part of it te ora, over 
which there was a plank laid. I ſtood irre- 
ſolute for ſome minutes; during ct die the 
ſtream intrænſeti ID rapiily, flute 1 not 
venture ovet;; 1 was therefore \obliged'to get 
into the chaiſe, and be driven up this frightful 


hill. It was compoled of lid. rock; 0 that 


the horſe. had a ing 4 and. Me - - was 
under the ee little 


creature 


"Ir i 
11 
y 


7 


rock inte the been. Te hotrot 1 felt ut 


Kerifitibns again. THe ka at dub phice 6 


=== ——  — 
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creature 'was already ſtraining 'everynerye,. ta 

whip him up; for hal he flopped - one mo- 

ment, the chaiſe might have drawn him back · 


ward, and in all probability we ſhould haye 


ſuſtained ſome very material injury. if not haye 
loſt our lives. This, with my other painful 
ſenſations, determined me to bid à final adieu 
to the rocky ſhores of Little Haven, and ſug- 


n ING impromptu z/ - 


10 R ichn e geit 44.4 
en Lins. 49 


. 4 To thy o'er-hangiag dliff's — 


Thy grand ſcenes can the ftrapger- admire, | 1 
When purſu'd by the lin rolling 5 * 


"LT | 


* 


T0 thy 2 Little 12 goon be : = 
rede, 4 -K 9 M * 
Nane WY 4. 4 
are e eee 
a? my Heft! hit ior * 85 * , 10 ” 
vill bid an etergdl adiew. hs 1-210) <<: 8 
Py0s thy baz and thy cryſtalline cave.y, EY 
| Tho' their invites to repoſe, 
| "Yer thee th cool grow eve lag." 25 ay +, 
onna aud. ( Nil „/ 
IV, TT Tha 


25 2 <p thin lu bs Mrd. -M ode 
Tuo die Melle thy fait beach do bn :; 
SA N err; obne 
u Whüſt I fat on thy rocks all forlorn. 1 
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of i vo then + 20 Gir * 
e erer, 
thy waves Ne 
For L kon that the denn bigs! 
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Iden flee, gentle Cæſar, this ſhore, 1010 
ene ok ah 
* "IT LE 
— — bY 4 1 — 
= IL bs 3d FS 2 Mrs 
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mug T1 Hayerfordwelt Sept; 244 irh. 1 
HAPPENED, one day in company to ſays 
that the, river Cledhey en Au - 
Welſh al el wih e dae (4 
dare ſay it does ; for one river id cu 
« german- to another,” This aſſertion Win 
ſome points be true, but it cannot hold 
in all. At leaſt; they muſt be allowed to i 
2 'their/likene(s,, as, File 
U 2 german 


* 


6 || 
Fi 


duce two more pitturefque n tuittons. II 
benny is an enchanting ph. In dur wdes We 


„ 1 To Te 


german does from another. Every river has 
__— Cledbewy, theſe Velbtffl Gurves 
T , which give Tuch Varfty to the 


windings, 
5 ag: Aa new picture every minute ; 


nor have they ſuch innumerable coves and 


N bays, from which that river derives. o many 


charms. Every river has not hanging woods, 
projecting rocks, and cryſtal 'taves Bit be- 
ſide theſe beauties pechtiat to the Chcdhew, | 
it has others, namely, its promontories, each 
of which fuſtains a caftte in 1E. 
Amongſt the many good houſes and plea- 


| fant villas upon Yhis river, the two which 
molt ſtrike the eye of every beholder are Pic- 


ton Caſtle and Lawrenny. The firſt is the 
ſeat of Lord Milford, and the other of Mr. 
Barbw.  I'd6 set Hk day country can 


frequemty ſtopped 10 admift ft Nom Wird 
parts ef the Wall, und hy upoh our & 0 
view it from the ver but 1 bras net br 
Thifate n e it neger Yam. enn 


ys” 
Tom juſt berech ehe Mast | 
W rr 
from 


£ 
A $4 


MILFORD RAVEN. off 


frory het, & J yas with fecing that From che 
ciner. M = gaſſia Fomplets iy all, its parts 
on che puthde,” In a country», ſo full of the 
ruins of ſhem, it is particularly pleafing w fin 
one that gives you n diſtinct idea of them ip 
their perfect ſtate. It ſhes the tile of the 
proptistq, in hot having defaggd: it by any 
madsrs alterations. Within it is 3 very hand- 
ſame, and commodions houſe, ta which they 
ate making. 3 conſiderable additipn of ſtate 
ropras, Amangſt a number of other apart; 
ments, it contains 3 grand ball, and e capo 
with an organ & fiqyated, that it may be uſed. 
in the latter io encze devotion. aud in the - 
farmer 3a promote mirth. How: far this is 
conſiſtent with our ideas of things conſrerated 
ta Mered uſes, I Will not-pretepd ty decide. 
The. rgoms which ſuit my taſts ze in the 
towets; ane is Lady M= dreffigg-roprs 
and is fitted up in the gctagon fona of n 
tower, with cuſhiams ppon . round * 
The other alſe, which is the Bbrary, 
its actagon ſbaps. It is fiqoged in 
A 
which is likewiſe in panaels. The bade 


are placed ruhgd the ſides, ſo A8 0b to = A 


U 3 


1 


4 2 
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the ſorm of the room. The indes ud 


fall, and I believe Gothic. * There w 


gloom in this- library which ſeems perſectly 
. fuited to ſtudy; and has not 'the'appeartinee, 
that moſt modern ones have, of being Nr 
for ſhew'than ue 
The views" from every window 'of this 
caftle, and every part of the grounds, are fine 
beyond" deſcription: Different ſeenes of oe 
_ of the moſt beautiful rivers in the Kingdom 
preſent themſelves continually: veſſels. for 
ever paſſing and repaſſing, one while appear 
ing through the moſt pictureſque rocks, at 
another fweeping along full fail before you, 
and at others again hiding themſelves in the 
coves and bays that diverſify every part of the 
river. There is a wood, much larger than any 
Thad an idea of before I came into this coun- 
cry, which grows down to the very edge of 
the water; and a number of the fineſt oaks I 
ever ſaw in every part of the park. It is like- 
wiſe full of beautiful dappled deer. About 
five miles diſtant; on the oppoſite ſide from the 
civer, you ſee the town of Haverfordwelt; with 
- its ivory houſes gliſtening in the ſuri. Arcaſile, 
Ealled Rock Caſtle, in rüinb; the Trefgarne 
= 8 rocks, 
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rocks, chat reſemble «ſtately cathedral ara 
—ů— moun nabe, oefdinie 
the view. — 


drawn vogethet Ca bed auo * W. .* 
Another merit which this ſtuntion has, be- 
yond moſt that ire on the bayks of a "Wer, is 
that it is too far removed from it to be incom- 
moded with damps, or the incroachments or 
rudeneis of mariners;; yet it ic not. too far to 
receive every gratification from its vicinity. 

In a part. of the grounds there is an elegant 
ſamnidy-bouſe, called The Belvedere. . From 

the top of this-you ſeepyery thing in perſpec- 
tive that L have deſcribed; Under it is an 
ä 25 way, through which you: paſs tu other 
parts of the grounds. From the roof of theſe 
arches hang long incruſtations of;the- wall, 
which are exactly like large icicles, except 
that they are not tranſparent. Thie I. ſup- 
paſe, id an accidental. circumſtance ; but it 
adds to the beauty of — he | 

are nitches in it, defigned for ſtatues, but there 
are none in them, for what reaſon Ik ο ñ not. 
; - Near the caſtle is a long viſto, umpervieus 
10 che: ſun⸗ With theſs mains of ancient 

9 U + taſte 
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Net wand Piſton 3 for; beſides. this delghtful 
ſequeſterat lk, there are a great many, um- 
brageous oaks, under which you may'.enjoy 
every. RE; ane of that charming 
. T elles Cltuorn-ograul)- 
1 way: through the 
fine wood J before mentianed in babe gew- 
tleman's. ſeat, called dlebeach. Exclufizo of 
he pleaſures: of ſuch a. ſhady: walk, it muſt 
make two. agreeable families vory fociable and 
happy, to have ſuch an caſy communication 
wich cach other. H I had not ſoen Picton, I 
0 ſhould have thought Slebeach delightful; but 
its ſKuation' js too near the river, apd it cannot 
dut be [deprived of its greateſt beauty when 

-the tide is out. It is an exceeding handſome 

| 'houfe, and has zcoommodations- for à vaſt _ 

| many people. I think they told us there 
$7 = Were 
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MI&LFORD HAVEN. * 
were twenty-five bed-rooms, with each a 
parlours, a ſtudy; a drawingrrpom, a dining- 
room, and a billiard-room, beſides offices-and 
would think it was built when there were no 
inns, and every body hoſpitality extended to 
the. rm ce een 
a CE’ rx | 
On the other 64 of the. roud ech Hy: 
fordweſt thers is a place called Calby, 4 feat 
of dir William Hamilton. In 4 fill, noed 
between Crom woll and the Royaliſts, in which 
the latter ſuffered a complete overthrow, A. 
Colby Moor Raut is to this day a proverbial 
expreſſion in this country. for # ſerne A. 
confuſion. ry TY arr tn; i E 11 N 
6.9490 Fu 5 oom wy, A5 1 ie. 
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H.rurx ro ft e 
of the river Cledhew. Now I ſhall 'extend 
the ſeene, and carry you to Milford Haven. 
We had a rhoft delightful excurſion down to 
it by land, for I am very ſhy of wuter- parties 
Knee the expedition upon it which I related to 
you.” The day was the fineſt that ever was 
feen; and the road, the greateſt part of the way 
fron Haderferdweſt to Hubberſton, is. date a 
terrace. Some people conjecture, that th 
place took its name from Hubba the Dune, 
vo probably had poſſeſſion of it. There are 
regular packets that go from thence to Ire- 
land every day in the week, except one. | If is 
faid that Mr. Greville, the nephew of Sir 
William Hamilton, who favoured the world 
with ſuch an elegant account of the eruptions 
of Mount Veſuvius, is going to build a hand- 


ſome town there. It will be a public benefit, 
KAT TZ. | - «08 


MILFORD HAVEN. 
as it will produce a great zeveffibn of me to | 
this corner of the country) 
This part of the river exceeds every: other 
in extent, and is diverſified and ornamented 5 
all the ſublime and beautiful obje&s I habe 
often deſcribed. Woods, rocks. bays / promo 
tories, and veſſels failing in and but of port, 
render the ſcene truly enchanting. On the 
oppoſite ſhore is a handſome ſeat of Mt. Cam- 
bell, commonly called Lord Lien, Kisg ut 
Arms. We walked over the cliffs as far as our 
feet would carry us, and extended Gur view to- 
wards the mouth of the harbour, which is 
prodigious” circamference and gründer. Th 
this haven, it is ſaid, the whole Britin navy 
oP lie without ſeeing each other's Mmaſts. 1 
had a party of friends with me; who, though - 
perfectly acquainted with the ſcene, partook 
of my taptures, and nen, new beau- 
tier in the proſpect. | 
There is nothing perhaps odd cridad/tthch 
right marine plants with whith theſe 
ſhotes/are adorned: To a botaniſt and d col. 

lector of ſhells they would be an ine xhduſtibk- | 
ſource of amuſement and reſearch. © Fregret 
re arg a pleaſing Aaesbyet | 
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J En trace the band of the Deity in à pebble 
or a grain of ſand z in the ſea-weed, that Rrikes 
its tender fibres into the hard rock, or bpoys 
- ſelf up on the Water by little bladgers filled 
With air, as well as if I was perfectly 2cquaigt- 
e with the claſs to which they balopg, 
From Hubberſton we went to Rabertſten 
40 dier, Where with gur party we ſpent 3 
very | agreeable day, and were entertained in 
 #he maſt hoſpitable manner. We had, grapes 
from 2 hot-houſe, ybe largeſt 1 ever law, the 
Tulran grapes - could pever aye. execeded 
them. Notwithſtapding what I have faige 
chat in general this country goes ngt produce 
S Kut er vegetables in anz ofen bie 
quantity, volek. they sr forced; I am told. 
that at Tenhby, which is very near the {eas 
there are exgeeding good gardens, and ing 
fruit and vegetables in as great pęrfectiqg, 
and as plentiful, as they ae any. Where ja 
England. In the evening we returned to 
Hayerigrdwelt, and I yentured to ride hom 
98 horſeback, for the firſt time I hae 
mounted 3 horſe ſince I came into Wales. 
I was ſo much gratified with my ab 
opal; tha I cannot deny myſelf the 


ſatisfaction 


MILFORD AAVEN. 
CatisfaRtion of recapitulating the pleaſure I en- 
joyed, and of endeavouring to convey a ſmall | 
portion of it to you. I muſt now, during the 
remainder of -wh Wy tere, ive myſelf up to 
returning vilits, and taking leave of my friends. 
1 ſhall no more view Hof ſcenes, but 
they have made an indelible impreflion o 
my mind; and thus I bade ol 


| Senders diilied une hg tram, zn 


ro eee eee ee, 
Which the loud waves for ever.daſh Ger, 


While ir nies ford fs fehl. | 


| Let no yenwis defile the pure haunt, 
; echo chere VE M 


tro terne Leep ite white Milte wätüm 
ut Fur ewnameroeæ fi bieſs vie p 
11 Ne ofiible to travetfe © as mm * 
Milford ven, withodit thinking of poor poor 
Imogen. With What pleaſure poi Me enter the 
Caves 2 make the protection of my Polthuaits't, 
But the alas! was only wv into a heliet 
that ſhe fl jd find hrs there, n 
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1 . E tral 
r weten Sep 24; 
I. 3 you delight in the marvellous, 1 all 
now preſent you with a tale that is truly ſo; 
and yet, from the ſimple and circumſtantial 
manner in which it was told by the perſon 
who believed he ſaw what is here related, 
one would almoſt be tempted to think there 
was ſomething more than imagination in it. 
However, I will make no comments upon 
the matter, but give it you, exactly as 

copied it from a paper lent me by a 1 
lady, who was educated under the celebrated 
Mrs. Moore, and who has acquired a taſte for 
productions of the pen, and likewiſe for 
whatever may be deemed curious. Mr. 
M = - - - enquired of the gentleman who 
took down the relation from the man's own 
mouth, a phyſician of the firſt reſpectability, 


what credit might be given to it. He ſaid, 
Surren | 2-2 
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the man was of that integrity of character, 
and ef ſuch fimplicity, alſo, that- it ſeemed 
difficult to believe he ſhould. he sicher able 
or willing to fabricate this wonderful, tale. 
Farther the doctor was filent, and ſo am I. 7 
Henry Reynolds, of Pennyhold, ip the 
pariſh · of . Caſtlemartin, in the county of 
Pembroke, a ſimple farmer, and eſteemed by 
all who knew. him to be a-trath+telling man, 
declares the following moſt extraordinary ſtory 

to be an abſolute fact, and is willing, in order 

to ſatisfy. ſuch as will not tale his bare; word 
for it, to ſwear to the truth of the ſame He 
ſays, he went one morning to the clifts, that 
bound his own lands, and form a bay near 
Linny-ſtack. From the eaſterb end of the 
ſame, he ſaw, as he thought, a perſon bathing 
very near the weſtern end, but appearing, from 
almoſt, the middle up, above water, He, 
kowing the, water to be derp in that place, 
was much ſurprized at it, and went; along 
che cliffs, quite to the weſtern, end, to. ſee 
what it was. As he got towards. it, it ap- 
peared to him like a perſon. ſitting in a tub. 
relembling 


me. - (x 700 e | 
reſtthbling 4 youth n 
Feur of age, with u very White tin, Atüng 
m an erect poſture, having, from fornewhit 
about the middle, its body gute above the 
water; and directly under the-wittet there 
Wis © large brown ſubfſtattee, on Which it 
teemed te flodt. The wind being perle 
eil, und the water quite Gear, he cotſld wet 
Mindy, uten the creature movell, thut th 
Weſtanee was part ef it. From the bottom 
| Uieve wont Jown a til much reſembling dia 
AH hige evhger cel. Its tuil in- deep ter 
was ſtraight dowhwartis, but in Nrillo water 
. Woelld turn it on ene de. The ball w 
eoftinialy moving in à circtilar manhetf. 
The form of ies body and arme wis chHr bl 
Mutti, Vit Its artns and hands dternefl rathivr 
iert and thick in proportion to its bey. 
. The forth ef the head, anll all the features uf 
che fate, were Human alſo; hut che noſe cui 
ulgh between its eyes, wis ptetty Tong, und 
ſeertted to tetfhindte very htp. Tis: Heal 
ws White like its body, withorft Thdirs but 
From” its forchead there aroſe à r] nn 
Fabſtance of thike or four fingers 'breadkh, 
Which tufted up-over its head, and wet 
* down 
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down over its back, and reached quite into 
not much unlike a ribbon; It did not adhere 
to the back part of its head; or neck, or back ; 
for the creature lifted it up from its neck, and 
waſhed under it. It waſhed frequently under 
its arms, and about its body. It ſwam about 
the bay, and particularly round a little rock, 
which Reynolds was within teri or twelve 
yards of. He ſtaid about an hour looking at 
it. It was ſo hear him, that he could per- 
ceive its motion through the water was very 
rapid ; and that, when it turned, it put one 
hand into the water, and moved itſelf rohnd 
very quickly. It never dipped under the 
water all the time he was looking at it. It 
looked attentively at him; and the cliffs; antl 
ſeemed to take great notice of the birds 
flying over its head: Its looks were wild and 
fierce ; but it made no noiſe; nor did it (grin, 
or any way diſtort its face. When he left it, 
it was above tin hundred yards from him 5 and 
when he returned with ſome others to look 
at it; it was gone. This account was' taken 
828 P- - - at Priekerſ- 
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di con, from the mans own mouth, in preſence 
of many poople, dre the latter end of 
457 0 py; wort E 400 dealer 


#44 a0 1 Mild 1 7010 

* 
: > [ha ; 54 2 G7 
— — _ — al * "oO 
, » $3113 101 

th 


LETTER XLIIVLßd. 

' i 14] 1231429 2013 

To Mr. G = „ bod 

a0 201647 

 Canmanthe 8e 20, 87914 

W. Fo i now bid a final adieu to our 
friends at Haverfordweſt, which, I aſſure you, 
coſt us no ſmall degree of pain; though we 
ſooth ourſelves with looking forward to vitit- 
ing them again at ſome future period. We 
find great conſolation in being ſtill with friends, - 
and not yet obliged to quit this deligheſul 
country. Our journey hither was extremely 
pleaſant, and I had the ſatisfaction of review- 
ing theſe beautiful ſcenes, which charmed me 
ſo much, When I firſt travelled the road. 
We drove many miles in ſight of a prodigious 
long ridge of mountains, where Pereilli rear 
her lofty top above the others, and ſaluted us 
| all 


| MILFORD: HAVEN. | wh 
all the way as we paſſed: The Treigprne. 
rocks too ſoemed to follow us, and ſolioit our, 
return. On the other fide, the ſea at Ten. 
| though at ten miles diſtance, appeared to be 
within two of us, and ſpread its blandiſh- 
ments. The fan, ſhining full upon it, gave 
it an gpHAaHr Ane of the molt perfect alga, 
Who, that beholds the; ſea; in this-tranguil, 
ſtate, ean conceive. the turbulahce with -whigty 
it may, in an inſtant, b&agitetedb? But Lam 
always aware of its fallacious app and 
ean never he prevailed nphοn co fruft myfalt 
upon it. I know: that it tempts only t beatrey' 
aud that it ie as Young emphatically xps ſſes 
it. The home of | dangars at gtecnal. an 
wich man Degth's capita. Where maſt he 
„ dochincers d“ ow gvihs ng ongvarl 35 | 
Tenby is ſaid to de a\heaugiful place ; Abd 
* is always an agreeable ſociety; inthe 
genteel families, that are indlueed to. ſpttlÞ in 
it, on gccgunt of the charms. af the ſituation, 
and likewiſe. the: number of parties, patticu- 
larly Englulr ates, who! refbxe chither in the 
bathing) ſeaſon, I am very ſorry our tay | 
will not permit us to viſit it. As we drew 
1 our ald ſriends Alldbnag 
X 2 1 * 


$8 - ©A'TOUR TO 

and Penlan, two high mountains, ſeemed to 
welcome our return; and my tw¾yo favourite 
hills, Allefrydden and Penalltmaur, oy 
before us in full verdure. 

It has often been matter of vols" to 
people, who do! not inhabit mountainous 
countries, that thoſe who do travel up and 
down the hills with ſuch caſe and indifference. 
On our road hither we met with a remarkable 
inſtance of it. An old woman, riding upon 
a big-bellied, raw-boned, half-ſtarved mare, 
with a fack of corn under her, going to 
Carmarthen market, paſſed us on a jog-troty 
as we were creeping up a ſteep hill. She 
turned her head, with a ſort of furprize in her 
| countenance, not being able to conceive why 
we, having an active well-fed horſe, ſhould 
drive fo flowly. We, feeling the rebuke, 
when we were up the hill, put on pretty 
briflly, and got before her. But ſoon com- 
ing to as ſteep a deſcent, we flackened our 
pace; and ſhe trotted paſt us down the hill, 
often looking behind her with a half ſmile. 
Being ſomewhat , galled at this, we drove on, 
and paſſed her again. But having another 


hill to aſcend * completed our morti- 
6 fication, 
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fication, and the old lady's triumph for ſhe 
went up full trot, and down again the ſame; 
frequently looking at us on the broad /grin, 
She continued doing this, up and down every 
hill, till we got to our journey's end. How- 
ever, we were not ſo much cut down, but we 
could amuſe ourſelves and friends with our 


diſgrace; and I dare fay ſhe did the fame with | 


her huſband and eons when ſhe ME 
at 10 7 


Lerren XLV, 
75 Mr, R 4 _ 4 
Carmarthen, Sept. abt, 157 


Or 1 Monday Mr. Holcombe, chaplain to the 
Biſhop of St. Dayid's, whoſe handſpme daugh- 
ters I told you I faw at the ball at Hayerford- 

weſt, called upon us with a very polite invi- 
tation from the Biſhop, to dine at Aberguilly 
the next day. This we gladly accepted. The 
Biſhop of St, David's has ſo much diſtinguiſh- 
ed. himſelf i in the literary world, that Mr. 
| X 3 M - 
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M- = was deſfitons of paying his fefpects th 
hits in perſon; and T' was no left anzious t6 
ſbe Mrs. Horſley; whoſe amiable qualities 
have rade her much eſteermed in this neighs 
bourhood. It happened very unforturiately 
chat I was In, but rlotwithftanding this I roſe 
out of bed, dreſſed, and went. It is not more 
than two miles from Carmartliet, and the 
day was fine. We were received with every 
mark of politeneſs; and I confeſs I enjoyed 
a more than ordinary pleaſure at being in the 
company of — you will ſmile when I fay, an 
Engliſh woman. But call it prejudice, or 
what you will, I certainly felt that kind of 
ſenſation when I faw Mrs. H-; and I am 
much out in my obſervatibn if ſhe did not 
feel ſomewhat in the ſame» manner towards 
me; at leaſt, I am lite the caſe and friend- 
lineſs with which ſhe behaved fully juſtifies 
me in flattering myſelf ſhe did. 

There was not a very large party at table, 
it being the liſt of his lordſhip's public days. 
The converſation of the ladies turned upon 
the difference betwixt Wales and England, 
the ſociety of London, and a long ef cater ; 
0 which we all PET.) to look forward wit 

5 a lively 
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4 lively expectation, and which the defightful 
proſpects that diſplayed themſelves befors the 
ſcenery that preſerits itſelf every hett in this 
beautiful country, could not extinguiſh. "TE is 
oertaln, that though the pleaſures atiſing froth 
ſuch charming objects ſeem for à time to en- 
groſs the whole foul, and you appear in thele 
ſcenes to contemplate, nay almoſt to converſe 
with the Deity ; yet the weakneſs of our na- 
ture will bring us down from theſe exalted 
ideas, und make us deſbend from the tranſ- 

ports of an enchanted imagination to the ſo- 
ciety of beings of the ſame ordet is ourſelves; 
We cannot always keep our faculties upon the 
ſtreteh to ebntemplate ſublime objects, nor 
can we long tohverſe with mountains, woods; 
and rivers. An interehange of ſentiments 
alons can ſatisfy a hutnan being; and where 
can than interchunge be fo agrecably carried 
oi as in ton, where evety one ean ehüuſe his 
ſoclety ; whete the literary meet 'the literary, 
the grave the grave, and the guy the gay? 
The firſt people bf every clas may be found 
there, 7 the pleaſure of elegant and refined 
*E converſation 
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converſation may be enjoyed in its nan 
But to return to the tuatian of the elem 
een The eyer-winding Towy runs 
through the garden; and you may every day 
ſees ſalmon caught in it 5. On ths leſt ſide 
near the grounds the turnpike-road winds 
up a very beautiful long hill covered with 
verdure, Alltfryddin and Penalltmawr put 
in their claim, as the firſt beauties of the 
ſcene; and ſeveral very neat white cottages 
-ſpot the ſides and different parts pf the hill, 
In the dell Druſlwyn caſtle, a fine ruin, 
ornaments the yale of the ever- winding Towy. 
I haye given it this epithet ; and you will al- 
low that it well deſerves it, when I tell you 
it meanders through an extent of country 
of forty miles, from Llandoyery to the ſea, 
Its banks are all the way feathered with bruſh, 
wood and alders; and the moiſture which it 
conveys to them makes their tints a thouſand 
times more vivid. Its bottom is as if it was 
laid with variegated pebbles; and its water 
is ſo clear, that you may ſee the colour of each 


Ses Letter XI. VII. falmon-cateking deſcribed. + | 
diſtintly, 


 MILFORD HAVEN. 13 
diſtinctly. From the windows of the palace 
you have a diſtant view of Gronger-Hall, ſo 
ſweetly celebrated by Dyer, that it is almoſt 
rendered ſacred and we cannot catch a 
glimpſe of it, but it muſt create poetical ideas. 


At a greater diſtance ſtill is a very long and high 
chain of mountains, called the Hlack Moun- 
tains, which terminates in the horizon, and 
ſets boynds to the proſpect. I could not avoid 
being inſpired by this charming combination 
of pictureſque and poetical objects, and I gave 
bent to my ideas in th following lines; 


1 Aberguilly's walls ariſe, _ 

Tbs molt epchanging ee farprins, | 
High o'er its top the poplar waves, 
Its foot the winding Towy laves. 
Deep in the vale a caſtle ſtands, 
That erſt o er- aw d the captive lands 
And now dee 
Aſſails the ſtartled peaſant's ſight, 
r eee eee 
Wich haſty ſteps at midni 
With eye aſkance, be 7 4 me 
moe fe hack trough the wa 
And oft in fancy can eſpy | \ HF. 
A Ned lady riding br. 
A milk-white veil conceals her face, 


i Ein r 
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Tue fuſtling filks and olati ing arcs eie 
TA CE * 2 
There Penalltmawr and Grongar- hilt | | 
N Joul with Dyer's raptures fil, e 
et And captive take the ravill'd Gght. 8 
ries would wander day and mae N ov nalin 
is; — upon the gtaſly turf, 
But near the Towy's riſing ſurf, was 
Fiain would I lie the live-lobg day, © * 
> And'view ure five Ghmbh play. 
| = And wen the mooh ſhines clear and brighir, 
| watch the boats, ab walnuts light; 
While men the .crafty meſhes hide, | 
And ſweep the Towy' s rolling tide. 
Oh f then entfanced let me be, 
Loſt in poetic reverie; 
Till I imagine all in ſight 
Prince Arthur and the Red Croſs Knights 
And Merlin, maſter of the ſpell, 
Slowly aſcending through the dell, 
Muſing, murmuring Runic rhyme, 
Searching in the woinb of time; 
Or high upon his own fair hill, 
Dark myſtic matters mutt'ring ſill, 
O'er Penalltmawr then caſt mine eyes, 
Until the fading viſion dies; 
Till mountains black my view ſuſpend, 
And afl the beautdous proſpects end. | 


The palace at Aberguilly, I 7bink, 104 het 
unjuſtly depreciated, as a very bad houſe, deſ- 


titute of common conveniencies, and incapa» 
ble 


Ls £ 
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ble of improvement. Whether out tectjifion 
in it, and the agrecable caſe thatreigned over 
it, blinded me, I cannot pretend ti quy ; hut 
I could not ſee all thoſe defect, that apptur 
ſo glaring in the eyes of others. It is trut 
it ſtands at the entrance of a very dirty village 
and it is built of rough ſtohe. As the back 
part is towards the road, this perhaps may 
give thoſe who only paſs by it a diſmal idea 
of it; but entet the gates, and All that is 
gloomy and diſagreeable vaniſhes. The beuu- 
tiful ſcenery that I have been deſcribing breaks 
upon you at once, and you ate perfectly 
charmed. The apptoaeh to the houſe is eom- 
modious ; and a wide lawn is ſpread before 
you, whoſe verdire is always kept uhdimil. 
niſhed by the ſalubrious waters of the Towy. 
The grounds, though ſinall, are lad out with 
that ſimplicity which beſt ſuits the fituation 
of them. Nature ſupetſedes art in this eoum- 
ty; and moſt places in it ate, * (when un- 
« adorned, adorned the moſt. The front of 
the palace, though it is irregular and not lofty, 
has not that meanneſs which ſottic affert it has. 
It looks like a venerable old munſion, calcu- 


hted to entertain hoſpitably, though not ſump · 
fuonſſy * 5 . Pg 
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 - \Whilft ſome are for putting all the clergy 
on a level, and reducing the biſhops to the 
ſame footing as the reſt of their brethren 
others are finding fault, ' becauſe they do 
not live and entertain, as they did formerly 
before their revenues were curtailed, when 
they were equal to temporal princes. What 
can we ſay to theſe cavillers, but that Aber- 
guilly is in the mid-way between theſe ex- 
tremes ? It does not altogether give us the 
idea of a palace ; but it is a comfortable dwel- 
ling for a Chriſtian biſhop. However, you 
ſhall judge of it for yourſelf. 

You alight at the door, within which i is a 
good hall; and on the right hand of it a par- 
lour of nearly the ſame dimenſions. | Theſe 
two are ſeparated from each other by a fliding 
partition, and are Jaid together when they 
bave large public dinners ; at other times they 
dine in the inner parlour. The ladies retire 
into a very good drawing-room above ſtairs, 
which commands the view before mentioned. 
There is likewiſe an old chapel, that commy+- 
picates with the houſe ; this is ſaid to hays 
been fitted up by archbiſhop Laud, when 
biſhop of this ſce. It is in a very plain ang 

mather 
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father gloomy ſtyle, and exhibits no trices oſ 
that pageantry, of which that prelate was ac« 
cuſed of being fond. The houſe contains 8 
number of bed-rooms ſor· the accommodation 
of friends, which, I believe, they are ſeldom 
without, during their ſtay in this country. It 
has been very much improved by its former 
poſſeſſors, particularly biſhop: Yorke ; and the 
preſent biſhop meditates ſome in future. 

At Aberguilly, for the fiſt time fince I have 
been in Wales, I heard the Welſh harp ; though 
T expected to have heard it at every inn on 
the road, in every village, and in every family, 
and to have met plenty of begging harpers; 
but I have ſeen no ſuch thing. The harpes 
at Aberguilly is fleck and well fed; and though 
blind, is as happy as Talieſin could have ay 
under the protection of prince Elphin . He 
played, during dinner, in the hall; but, upon 
my expreſling the fondneſs I had for this in 
ſtrument, he was ordered into the drawing 


„ Talicin was the molt famous Ade th Wen 
bards, He was found by ſome fiſhermen on a weir ina 
coragle, wrapped up in a leathern bag. They brought 
him to prince Elphin, who had him taken care of and edu- 
l. 


See Evan Evans's Account of the Welſh Bards. 
| room 


3 Amour 
room at tea. I was ſomewhat diſappointed at 
ending that his f̃gure and appceranes did not 
at all agree with the ideas we form of the 
bards of other times. Inſtead of a looſe. dreſs, 
and flowing locks, he was in a good cloth coat, 
and his hair in trim order; neither was he ald 
or grey- headed. Mrs. H- related an anec: 
dote of him, that was truly characteriſlic of 
ſuch a man. A blind brother of the -harp 
eame to viſit him, at which he was highly 
pleaſed, and talked much of taking him 19 
Carmarthen, to ſhu him every thing that was 
worth ſeeing there. - Mrs. H---, bearing of 
this, ordered that one of the ſervants ſhayld 
accompany them to direct their path. But 
the harper, diſdaining this, walked off with 
his blind friend carly in the morning. When 
they returned in the evening, the ftranger de- 
clared himſelf well pleafed with all be had 
ſeen, and in a minute manner deſcribed the 
places they had been at; amongſt which: was 
the caſtle, where they muſt have mounted 
many a * and winding ftair-caſe. 
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&e " of Haverfordwel Mr. M 5 Was 7 — 
valled upon to preach the _—_ non 15 and 
here again, at the requeſt of i end 
Sunday he preached for” the" 1 og 5 
Sunday Schools. Ind tir als have bh. 
very unhand fame to "refult foitg ft, m A5 4 
where they are ſo much attended 708 
cipal people, and theft the good 
them are fo conſpicubus. Ag ney 
the children make is beyond er Jos! 
the order and re 
very pleaſing. The drawn 87 e 
are the moſt ire and thd beft T byer 
ſaw of the kind, bur they are too Ton ct m6 
to tranende } 94a ion Lizoddl 
 Fhave no doubt but if tefsittiogts die Kigk 
up for any length of tiene throughout che Kidz 
dom, andl that they certainly will if they are 
conſtantty viftted by perfons of gravity and erte 
os rg a greatehange in the man- 


ners 


able one in PE 4 but people muſt be 
aware of expecunt inptezthan-is intended to be 


5 done, and of being in too great a hurry to. ſee 


this change. It muſt came o very flow 


ation. 2 
to laſt, muſt. be done gradually; and even 
then people ſhould not expect to ſee. them 
either poliſhed in their manners or well in- 
formed ; for. nothing more is neceſſary than 
to teach them. the fundamental. principles, of 
the. religion they profeſs, decency. of behavi- 
our, and clcanlinels of perſon. In ſhort, 4 to 
do their duty in that ſtate of life, unto. which 
it has pleaſed God to call them,” 

Yeh 1 ſhould: not be ſurptized, if del 


ſchoolg ere: ſometimes to be the means of 
drawing nt, of obſcurity a great genius, and 
* railing om earth the latent gem. But 
of this we may; be aflured, whilſt they. are. ſo 
warmly patronized by all the firſt and beſt 


MILPORDUBAVEN. 3646: 
people: and whilſt perſghs, -Whoſe' talehte 
are the moſt. beiliabte! Sondaſcend to, lese 
in: be: chift a Haw, a Bitbinld; 0 0 
Trimmer, add a Scott; have given them ſuchi 


excellent ̃i i it cannoc fait 'to:contic: 
ne A very! beneficial iſtration cco the! Ch 


munity ut rg. +7 1575 9H ene, 
b nem pers nem pron 


— — 2 
qualities moſt requiſite in thee ſen u part? 


culatly ho to impicfs the minds of the chile 


dren: with a feirdnine ſenſe of deoeticyiang the 
oo um of babits of induſtry at 
deſty in their language arid-deportmintabrodd} 
without Which no -femble; tether ſtutioſi of 
life; be what it will; cam lang bel ltept uncofr 
ry ne Much to tha credit 
ladies, inſtead of ſa as ſome perhaps 
would Rave fad, & AE do not 
know the duties of our ſtation?! 'theychave 
— — 


dose b 
—— 2 * * 210.17 . 
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and thanked Mr. Me in the pbliteſt tem 


mily ef the Scurlocht. In a very outibus'o 
mahuſeript. that was written ins the reign & 
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fbr putting them in mind of it.. offs g 
The chuich at Carmarthem is n very / gon 


one. It has been lateiy repaired; and ſitted ups 
in a very handſome mahbrre but there une mot 


many maonuments im it, and not ſd much! a 


Gall ſtone, to tell us here Sir Richard Stetie 
was buried. However, it is well-authonyivated 


that he lies not far from the door bf the thin- 
cal near ſome of His wiſe s relations, - the 14˙ 


Charles thie Fieſt; and Which hab bern pre- 
ſerved in Mr. M ++ 4's famibp ever He tha 
timt, amongſt many anccdotes of remathable 
things; is the following *The 4 d 
Sap ãn the ig tar ai the reigu vf Men 


pope deny Wir eee 
NUNE: We were noe wb ny thing about this 
1 1 ® Extra 404 * to bs to bi: Iii ob? If 1} 
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great perſon's dying either an the church ar 
charok-yard!; ie ichagine from this thaf 
he was depoſits! F therefote :dhink/it very 
probablt-thar this extraordinary fit is en- 
tirely unknown in the place e. 
Mr. M is gane to yific 2 gentleman 
Ely; when be was Biſhöp of; St. Davide, n 
was many: years refident at dne ob the elegant 
pluees;near./ town, whers Lord Sydaty. has 8 
forty is whoſe ix be wed Erquanty in be 
He + wow ferired to an obſtaurt ſituatian in 
pariſkioners underftond Eagliſ. bo! raſol ed 
upon learning accurately che Wolſh lebguage, 
ef which b6-is 0A perſeft mutet, and. al- 
ways trades: the foryicd: and pota ches in that 
language. How much to his honour isa! 


erte e edt at 5b} eh Fes 
ago a vault was found in the church, in which was a lead 
coffin contai a body, ſuppoſed to be that of the earl of | 
Eſſex. The body was in a perfect ſtate of preſervation, be- 
ing ſurrounded by a ſtrong aromatic pickle,” Aſter it had 
* undergone the inſpection of the-curious, it was left undiſ- 
undeã in its original ſituation, and the vault was cloſed up 


nn is a  _— - tered 


If ptenting; for the information of gn, ure. 
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tered jury, or for the benefit of the Sunday- 
fchools, or writing books for the improvement 
of ignotant chililren, have merit, may we not 
juſtly ſay to Mr: H=, A Many perſons havs 
done virtuouſſy, but thou excelleſi them 
= all?” „ * 9581q ad ni £ 90m; Gn 
AI have only tald-you what a charming 
fitugtion this is, eee 
tending: it, which moſt undoubtediy: is a great 
inoonvenience; this is, that a greater quantity 
of min falls here than in maſt other places: 
owing to its ſtanding in 4 valley; ſurrounded 
by ſo many high hills. I do not think here 
have been many days in our viſits to this placo 
in which ſome rain has nat fallen, There 
certainly is no ſituation that has not its draws 
backs. Excluſive of this, Carmartiben js-006, 
of the moſt delightful: ſpot in this ptinei : 
5 G90 214 o Hatt ral gegn | 
4g e he 0G ramotai offs 101 nnn nh | 
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<4, Ziomls 214: g919 ig og batrrow aun. 
o 50 n INN 2000823 I eabsrn 
l A115 La n. nig d gi 
bas, 71! Why 13; 5 anne 99221 
Zul "To, M 5 tl 20 noitgrinze. 
| 11 % 29]6-1 eee 
Tas e two cuſtoms in this place, 
which, I believe, ate now almeſt peculiar to it. 
One is as characteriſtie of gentleneſs und uf. 
fection as the other ĩs of ſtroeity and want of 
feeling. The firſt is, ſtre wing ſlowerb upon 
the graves of deceaſed friends; and we other, 
the cruel ſport of balting balls, This Arter 
practice is certainly the remains of ancient 
barbatiſm, which, - for the horbur u Walke, 
a particularly of Cannarthien;1' wiſh-vies 
aboliſhed. 'Their. manners in all dther ire 
ſpects are perfectly civilized. This ſutage 
cuſtom is' rendered ſtill more diſtreſſing by it 
beitig done in che public ſtreets and <marked- 
places, ſo that you can ſcarcely avoid being an | 


eye. witneſs of it, unleſs you wur pourſelf up 
in an apartment in the back part of the hond. 


This many People do: but even then they 
müſt hear the ſhouts of the rabble, and the 
-hortid roaring” of the bull, when the dogs 
29, - Y 3 have 
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have wherled the poor creature almoſt to 
madneſs. I cannot conceive how the women 
in Spain can endute to fee men attack ſuch 
fierce animals; and ęven with pleaſure | and 
exultation of heart t by, when their huſ- 
bands, lovers and brothers are engaged in this 
berbgrogg and dangerous amuſement. By this 
we 6nd, that che prejudice. of education and.the 


farce of habit are  aſtoniſhung, it can even ra- 


Micate the natural timidity and ſoftneſs of the 
ſex. I: confeſs I wiſhed to be preſent. at this 
ſport once, whilſt Lam in this country, becanſe 

I like to judge of every thing from my own - 
obſervation ; but my humanity got the better 
of my curioſity, and I had not the courage. to 
advance tbwards the window. unit Jo 
going! forward. $1>41ods 

The other cuſtom to which. 1 allude; is of 
very aneient date likewiſe, but of a much more 
Hmple and harmleſs nature z I mean, ſtreuing 
the graves with flowers, Upon going into 


the church- ati. your ſenſes are en a 
of, the 


ſurpriaed and-regaled with: the ſaent 
moſt delicious ney- blown flowers and; vr 


matic herbs. When yeu logk-aroundiyou; to 


* * this profuſion of fwegts 
7 proceeds, - 
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proceeds, you fee feyernl freſh. graves ſtre vn 
all over with theſe primitive and rural tokens 
of reſpe& and regard. This tribute is always 
paid by ſome near and dear relation of the do. 
veated, who riſes. very eariy on a qunday marn- 
ing. and, unobſerved, diſtributas theſa trail; yot 
certain, marks of an unfeigned affeltiom. A 
rn e aftet Aae or friend is 
e e an act uf religion, d 
e e en eps living, 
to take =D ten 114112 USSO 
ro 8 tl hay 28. 
In ſeeculy fort their cotfes to engrave, 


. dabury fowrbs their drpdalibddy” (vs | 
That to their heavenly ſpouſe! both Heart and bre 


e e, whom he aheic ee 
This ehurch- yard is never without Refh- 
wen graves, _ Nr bran 


. i Ba oh Na 
che woſt agreeable ideas, and reminded” warty bn 
many a" poetical deſeription of times. 

ebmplüment 4 friend or a miſtreſt with a 


E 7 a7: 
As ; 55, "NY n 


as great malic a, « 28 it he 
in: theſe vain and degenerate <days;\ 00 preſent 
them with 4 ſet of jewels; or 4 birth=day 
Auit.: u 10. noi: 1151 11 b Ban 1 4401 10 bizq, 

| pr ry FOB to a 
At a window that ſtood open, I ſaw: a pretty 
young woman, very neatly dreſſed, leaning 
over:the edge of a ſmall coffin; with Her head 
reſting upon her arm. The coſſin ſtuod upon 
a table under the window, and im it was 8 
beautiful female infant, that looked as if '& 
was not dead, but aſleep. The mother was 
indulging her placid grief by admiring, it as it 
lay, and decorating the corpſe with the faireſt 
flowers the could ſelect. She was not a Rttle 
ſoothed and gtatifled at ny ſtopping to take 
"tice of the little angel. Flowers ate ſuch, 
natutzl. emblems of the frailty af our mortal 
ſtate, that we may eaſily account for th oni- 
Sin of this praQtice, in carly, times, bafaxe dhe 
inpention of letters, when. every one ,wes 
obliged. to, have recourſs.,to, types to expreſs. 
Bis thoughts; and I, do not wonqer that. it 
has been ſo long kept up by the lower (claſſes 


- 
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of retaining many — ateofiguiiiied 
and expreſſive. The idea is truly pocticalʒ 
and Shenſtone ſeems to have been well ac 
2 tat 
, tl 5A (mon fer 1p . Ya; , 
Henne torwb a es 
50 eee 
e 00 
And rifle all che breathing ſpring g 
| Theredbreaſt oft at ey'ning bon, 2 1h 34 
1 Shall ki: lend his little aid, * 
Wit boary moſs and new-blown ls 
150 eee e 
HN Nur, ST att 1+ 71 ar or 9-H 
1 honting otters is 10 
common ſport in this. country; but it i 
uſually, practiſed in the ſummer ſeaſon by 
gentlemen Who live near the rivers: where 


thoſe: animuls abuund. They keep chounds, 
that are trained to ſcentipg them outiof their 
lurking- places. Of this diverſion, as of bull» 
baiting, I dannot ſprak in commetidation.; 
for my -fopliſh heart always:recvils; when F 
hear of any animals being taught to rofimegr 
others. 4: bent a Di ning yorlt 
r — 
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tnarkably entertaining, I muſt not unit 
deſtribe it to you. When the tide is retit» 
ing, ſeveral men in pars walk down to the 
river, with tach 2 coracie upon bis back. 
This is h ſmall boat, in ſhape exattly-like/a 
walnut - ſſiell, made originally of hides, bat at 
preſent with canvas, ſtrained over ſlight ribs 
of wood. There i is a ſeat acroſs, c on which 
the fiſher ſits, with a paddle” in one hand and 
the line of hisnet in the other. Thus equipt, 
he follows the tide, coaſting one ſide of the 
river, whilſt his partner does the fame on the 
oppoſite fide, holding the other line af the net. 
They thus ſweep the Towy, as they go down 
the ſtream. When they feel a ſalmon in the 

net, they approach each other, and uniting 
the lines, completely incioſe the fiſh, wihich 
they draw into one of the coracles, amd: then 
diſpatch it with their paddles. They ſams- 
times take fiſh of a very large lar; and the 
into f& light and ſo ſimall a boat without overs 


Terting- it, is wodderful. Having depoſited 
the fiſh in the bottom of one of the: caracies, 
they again ſeparate, and proceed as befora xa, 
yit wal home, in the ſame manner as they 

ſet 
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ſet, out, with their boats fung upon their 
ey means of a! leathern; firap|crofling 
3 When the tide iq not fayout- 

in the day, they purſe theit fortune by 
moon-light, Which bat a very: picureſque 
e bin foickw 
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1 n tt | Kite Powe, g 1 Ge ns 
> cove re Pembroke- - 
ſhire, t viſit a friend, whom we were deter- 
mixed 40.) fac s, which you. will readily believe, 
2 1] relate! what a joummy We had and 
— . WE Were. bn ee. 
and wa have. been three, days: in gerforaing 
the Journeys When we ft off, the f 
wore a very:loworing aſpefts the-air was thick 
avi — 


tat night, and uit do ſee if che rain 


1 141 Or * | 
oss hi mountains, as if about to deſcdiid 
-up6n: them it very! heavy rain. But we, 
flattering ourſelves they would diſperſe, ſet off. 
When we had advanced about fix miles, the 
rain foll very faſt, and the face of that country, 
which had charmed me ſo much with its 
verdure and variety, was entirely changed. 
The woods were enveloped in thick clouds, 
the miſts roſe like ſmoke in the valle lleys, avg 
even the mountains were all oſt i in. vapour. 
We many times reſolved upon returning 
back, yet (till perſiſted in going on, till we 
had got about half way, to a lonely houſe on 
the road: called Taverhi- fpite that is, 1 
ſuppoſe, a tavern, in ſpite of+its appearance 
to the contrary. Here we reſolved to. 
would 
abate, fo as to ao us to get 10 Pembroke 
the next day. We lighted at the inn r 
' drowned condition, and found the accommo- 
dations within were quite of a piece with 
r tefraſtion 1 Been gen ef ich has. 
Every thing was and uncernfortible. 
However we dried our Clothes,/eat our ſup 

per; and went to bed ently, p putting up our 

Tee. bor a clear morning. But alas! when 


we 
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we'aroſe, nothing appeared; but thibk. clouds 3: 
not ſo much as a mountain to be ſeen The, 
fituation uf the houiſe, excluſivs of the dreari- 
neſs of che weather, id the moſt barten and 
deſert of at I have ſcen in this ale country. 
Not a ſlirub or tter near, avid heath before 
it, and behind ſame ugly Knolle, that cn 
be deemed neither mountains hor: hills. 
Finding we wereilikaly to be,confined thete 
chat days we enquirediiyhether they had a 
books in the houſe. -. After: ſame ſearch; they 
praduced Culpepper's Herbal. and-ap<-yolane 
of Jemrixy and Jenny: Jeſſamy, (this. I fuppoles 
ſome! carcleſs traveller had laſt hehindi him. 
We 
che contents che Reeder, in this o—_ 
entertrinment a gentleman and lady dove ino 
the un, nearly, as wet. ag e were che tycning . | 
before, though they, were in a cloſe carriage. 
We heard them enduire for à r that had 
a fire in it; and were anſwerad, there was net 
one ready · To ſtay in that deplorable gondi- 
oth fire was kindlad, and perhaps in 3 
damp, room, would have bean miſerable inr 
apartment; and, I aſſure you, our compaſſion... 
Was 


N * round can | 
was rewarded, by: grining top very ughnnchler 


nion. . Malina B 25 Hoh of Ton 
be * bang ſomewhat abated in the 
———— CRE — 
having examified the clouds over the hun- 
tains, informed us it would ceaſe raining. 
Mr. M - = did not heſfitme to rake his oþi- 
man z for he was well aſſured, trat people 
who live in wourRainous -evuntries ate un- 
erting in their jubginent of what weatherizhe 
clouds upon them portend,-| We menoſote 
tried o horſs again to proceed 40> Pem- 
bibks, -- —— wits cineediiighy:good, and 
47 t'wis only Axtoeh riley; we got! :rhither 
about eight, & eleek in the evening,” We had 
only three mites further 6 ge, do teach oa! 
friend's houſe, Hut it being a bad thas as 
; entirefyanknowh te um wan ſab bnvetirals, 
dur way ; or; what I dreaded even ryore:than 
that, Teft the ud. MGuld be as bad as ig win 
ſome other parer uf Wales, Fon b. badzſuch 
 thftors impre l von ms, whih {Gas mer 


? out Amo zue 1 Ne L .bo h 
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che coal» mes, tua, . diveſt myſelf 
| of them in any bye-roads. 10 At, > Yr 2667 

Although Pembroke is the county town, 
it is ſo very. ſmall, Jitook it ſor a village, ĩt 
— one long ſtrent, in ceribls; hes 


tion is extremely, good, and jt has in it the 
ruins of a caltle,, which. is. one. of the moſt 
ſublime objects I ever hebeld. I was do. well 
pleaſed" wh an oppottunity of examming it, 
that I thought. myſclf amply repaid ſor deing 
A in"elidabliags the: im- 
menſe rock upon Which it ſtands. There is 
one very large round tower, quite perfect. 
It is ſo prodigiouſſy fine that it gives ap ac. 


curate idea of what's ſplendid p | this paftle 
muſt have been When it was © + The 
Chapel is 2 


it is undoofed, and will ſoon be deſtroyed by 
the inclemency of the weather. There is 


been the hall, or banqeeting-roomy where the 


winde of this om ſeem almoſt to. have 
„ 2 | | j002-bubmm-dnid es b excluded 


knights amd dies ragalet-themdelves. The 


——— —̃7— — ũ — — — 
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excluded this light; but | they, alſo excluded: 
the weapons of the enemy, a circumſtanati at 
chat time of day, I apprehend, patſectiy i ne- 
oeſſary. Here I could have delighted myſelf 
many an hour with figuring: to muna · 
tion knights and ne gar ft ads! - 
” "And lai pt, 10 ds betet virions. ei ors 
de gl Gb egy, > „ 
© vi Ade flents of th m L ef2rda. Sarde; 
„Done (rep) along ſome; winding u⁰ννι, 9/7 
ah dames of honours that zun dunẽʒ : | 1617 
mi r ger ne 24 

n in 
wu W. des e ee 


Joheg ( 403 bent in (Gx. 
IDE ge 297% ae, „ an ννẽ,i; hE² obith 3l 


dlſte: e On afro £3Þ1 * 


tl T 1 W bikers 77 01 — d g 
120 Ab ball e nd by dy: 541 21 1 
id Nele ed u Liyy bas Lic Darnans 
ei or  nulicgn sch lo voaomeolanhi ads 
Aas! thought I. what! a pity (it vis ſua 2 
beautifuk fabric ſhouldꝭ all neglected do decay 
ha ladies of thoſe days ſurely could ndit bes 
nick as wel are n they coul fat-uponitht 
carth, e ſtrewn with cuſhes;: un 
W as 1 too. 2 


The 
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The caſtle ſtands upon a bold cliff, that, juts 
out over the river, which runs beneath.it, Wo 
the flood. The path Was very narrow, and 
the, graſs; very ſlippery ; and it was rendered 
more ſo by the great rains that had fallen the 
day before, I was ſometimes obliged to hold 
by my hands upon any little ſtump or buſh 
that accidentally grew out of the rock, to keep 
myſelf from ſliding down nnn But 


der the cable; nnd: is no way acceflible, but 
by firſt climbing up, and then deſcending into 
it, except from the river. This cave is, vul> 
garly called the Wogan, from a remarkable _ 
echo in it, which is ſo _denomipated.;. The 

caſtle was built by Arnulph de Montgomery, 
in the reign of Henry the Firſt, and was diſ- 
— by having Henry the Seventh born 
in it.. bh iii Hils 
ä 1 ie lad, a is a fs, paſſage 
from the caye to a caſtle at Tenby, ten miles 
off; apd likewiſe. one to Carew, Caſtle, five 
miles diſtant: but it is. moſt likely there 
never was any ſuch path at all. Thoſe things 


are 2 1 place where 
there 
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there ate any-oaverns or excavations. / I could 
find nb door or 'hblke that conld give tue 
ſuch a ſuppofition; but it is certainly wety 
URevent from every other cave I have ſeen in 
Wales. This leads me to believe it is nt a 
natural excavation, but was formed for che 
purpoſe of concealment, or to ſecure military 
ores ; or, what is till more probuble, it wes, 
Perhaps, a dreadful dungeen, ſuch as thoſe 
o much talked ef in -antient. ſtory, where 
many a galant knight groancd in horrid cp. 
tivity, till ſome ſupernatural agent, or the fun- 
cume of war, ſet him free, Ibis place ds (fo 
immenſcly large, it weuld contain a whole re- 
giment. The walls are extremely mouldy, 
and the floor is earthy, damp, and dirty. R 
is not covered with the elegant eſſellated 
pævement of nature; nor has it any ef thoſe 
drregttlarities and angles, or thoſe pieces fiche 
cliff projecting from the roof and ſides, which 
every where ſurrvunũ the natural caves on the 
fea-thore. Vermin and other animals infet 
this, none of which ever inhabit theſe caves 
where the ſea purifies them every tide. Nor 
4nteet does the "ſea enter it at all: I C. 
not _ whether it — not have done fo 
a c formerly, 
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berech, for J. did not abGrye whether, the 
water gained upon, or Negra wp, the 


PRI ! #20 

From the rock on which the caſtle ſtande 
there is a very good view of the river, over 
which there is a neat bridge. The town like- 
wiſe looks much better from thence than it 
does as you drive through it. On the oppo- 
fite ſide, upon a hill, is a gentleman's ſeat, 
called Buſh, and ſeveral other neat houſes. A 
buſy ſcene of people, workipg'on the ſhipping 
and in the meadows, renders it extremely 
_ ani agracable. - * 
When ye returned tothe i inn, we we ſqund gur 
good friend, whom we were going to viſit, 
enquiring ſor us. He was come to conduct us 
tp. gf. Fetrx. The rgad was perfectly 
and the view beautiful. We ſaw | 27 
Haven very plainly, and a number of gentle- 
men's {eats gn.the banks of the river Clyd- 
hew,.and in;the adjoining . There is 
Hpethipg very. remarkable in colour .of 
che earth of this country: it is a bright t red. 
J. could not, help thinking, that it Jooks as if it 
had been ſtained with the blood of their 


uinces. Which is gendered fo indelible, that 
2 2 neither 


340 "= TO UR T 0 
neither time, nor the torrents that deſcend 
from their mountains, nor any thing that ac- 
cidentally mixes with it, could ee ef- 
face it. 


Farewell. 
| b 
F 4 } 


LeTTER XLIX, . 
To Mrs. M - . Mrs 


Saint Petrox, oa 6, 1791. 


W. hb have been taking a view of the moſt 
ſtupendous rocks that this country, ſo prolific 
of wonders, produces, compared with which 
the mountains and cliffs that I have hithert6 
ſeen, © hide their diminiſhed heads.“ "They 
are called St. Govin's Rocks, from a legendary 
faint, who is ſuppoſed to have inhabited them. 
I am fo much aſtoniſhed, that I have hardly 
words to convey to you my ideas. They co- 
ver an immenſe tract upon the ſea-ſhore, and 
are piled mountains high, in ten thouſand va- 
rious ſhapes and directions. Surely they muſt 
have been © hurl'd upon theſe ſhores?” at the 

0 time 
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time the angels warred in een when, as 
Milton deſcribes it, W 

7 the foundations loos'ning to and fro, 

| They pluck'd the ſeated hills, with all their load, 

| Rocks, waters, woods, and by the ſhaggy tops 

— bore them in their hands. 
The —_ $M of this maſs has a. very 
ſtriking effect upon the imagination, and is 
perfectly calculated ta produce, in the minds 
of the ſuperſtitious, a thorough conviction of 
the truth of any thing, however prepoſterous, 
that may be invented about them. I will re- 
count to you ſome miracles faid to have been 
performed by. this wonder-working perſon, 
St. Govin. But firſt I muſt deſcribe the 
place where he performed them, and prepare 
you, to believe all that I may hereafter re- 
late. N 
I have already faid, that theſe rocks . 
over a vaſt tract upon the ſea-ſhore. | Their 
height is more than I can gueſs at; yet we 
were allured, from the moſt undoubted autho- 
Tity, that, a few. years ago, the ſea roſe above 
the ſummits of them, and by its violence rent 
away huge pieces, as big as a caſtle, or a large 
| 'Z3 _ cathedral. 
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cathedral.— Wat cal wichſtand the fury ef 
that monſter, by whom citits, rtxourit#ins; pre- 
Cipices, and even the ſalid rocks, are n 
into the great abyſs? 

But to proceed with St. Govin. It is'ſaid 
he fled from Ireland to theſe flrores for refuge, 
when purſued by thoſe who perſecuted him 
for his religion. As ſoon as he approached, 
che pious rocks immediately cleft aſunder, to 
afford him the afylunt he ſought. That they 
might have done fo, requires no very great 
ftretch of the imagination to credit, for the 
part into, which you deſcend ſeeitis te yawh 
upon you like an immenſe cGdvern. | It fe- 
minded tne of ſome pittures I have ſth, Mat 
repreſent the j Jaws by bell, rather thati a fllt 
dolle for a faint, You deſcend into it by- 
an hundred and fifty- five ſtone ſteps, ànd be- 
twixt myriads of rocks, quite down to the Tea. 
About half way down them there is a very fude 
but curious chapel, dedicated to the aint, in 
which it is believed he was interred. It is 
hewn out of the folid rock. On ohe fide of 
it is a recels i in the ſtone, that reſetnbles the 
ſhape of the human. body, particularly the 
head. In this he is ſoppoſed to haye repoſed 

6 himſelf, 
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himſelf. What might have given riſe to this 
conjecture, I imagine, is, that this tone docs 
not ſtand flat upon the floor, but is hewn out 
of the fide of the wall, and is a little elevated 
towards the head, fo as to make a perſon; when 
in it; in a reclining-pofition, in a poſture o 
ref, but not entirely lying along. 

At the caſt end is a tomb or ſhrine, which 
forms the-altar of the chapel. 'This is alſo as 
rude as any part of it, and has not even a ruſtic 
piece of ſculpture to ſhew to whom it belongs, 
or to relate in hieroglyphics the wonders per- 
formed by the ſaint within; I much wonder 
at this, for in thoſe times, though they knew 
not letters, they were generally profyſe i in em- 
blems to expreſs their reverence far haly per- 
ſons, who led an auſtere life; to the hagopr of 
God and the example of men. 

Within a cleft, on the oppoſite fide from 
the chapel, dwells an old woman, whoſe care 
it is to direct you to the ſteps that deſcend into 
the focks, and to give you water from'the 
ſpring, over which the prefides, and which, 
by the power of St. Govin, has a great many 
medicinal virtues aſcribed to it. This ſpring, 
or well, is juſt above high-water mark, and 

Z 4 has 
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has ſeats formed round it, cut out of the rock. 
Here I might ſtop, and deſcribe the inhabi- 
tant of this wild and ſolitary abode, where no 
Human beings enter, but a few ſtrangers, who 
either come to drink the waters as a medicine, 
or out of curioſity to ſee the rocks; but ſhe 
ſeems perfectly ſatisfied with her ſituation, ſo 
long as it affords her a ſhelter from the ſtorm, 
let it rage ever ſo violently, - She was eye 
witneſs to that which I have juſt mentioned. 
Her habitation is too humble for rapine itſelf 
to plunder; and as to the world, 12: conan; 
-not _ what happens in it. 


ere ns She heeds not bling fry, 
That threaten mighty ones: wars or no wars, 
It is all one to her. Her battlement 
n r eee eee 2 
KS oben . 


She has a penſion allowed her from the thane 
of Calder, alias Mr. Campbell, who lives near. 
Ie does not permit her to take any money of 
thoſe who viſit the place; nor is he polite hy 

halves. He has erected ſome eaſy ſteps io 
alight at in a field belonging to his eſtate, for 
the accommodation of thoſe whoſe infirmitics 


* 
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or curioſity lead them thither. He has like- 
| . 
SR r Aa f wn Hh 4 

E intlinakepel, which 
reſeeadles the human form,” is ſuppoſed to be 
endowed with the power of beſtowing what- 
ever any one who reclines in it wiſhes for. 
Here young ladies pray for huſbands, and mar- 
ried ladies, who are childleſs, ſor heirs. To 
this latter petition the ſaint is believed to be 
remarkably propitious. Mr. Campbell has a 
charming cherubic little boy, his firſt child: 
no doubt it was ſent him by the ſaint, as a 
reward for the protection he gives to the cha- 
pel. I fancy he extends his kindneſs over the 
'neighbourhood, whether invoked or not; for 
the friend, under whoſe roof I now.wrate, is 
father of the moſt 3 r 
ever beheld. 

*When' you are at the benen if dhe 
ſurpriſing cliffs, on the right hand, neat the 
ſea, is a natural arch or hollow way through 
a prodigious rock, that leads to a ſpacious 
apartment, in the middle of which is a large 
flat rock in the form of a table. Upon this, 


for aught I can tell to the- contrary, prince 
N Arthur 
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Arthur and all his knights may have: dine 
for it is quite large enough. Company, even 
now, often eat there in the ſpring of the year 
but it is acceſſible only at low water. It is 
called the Table Rock. 
There is another very remarkable one; 
which ſtands fome way in the fea... This 
might be called the ſenſitive rock, for it is 
alive at every pore. It reſembles ſome mi. 
ſhapen, uncooth animal, tranfixt by fear, and 
in a tremulous motion all over it. This at 
firſt appears ſo very unaccountable, one can 
hardly forbear conjecturing, that St. Govin has 
worked a miracle here alfo, and has chamed 
ſome living monſter to the ſpot, there to 
tremble and exiſt, till it has worked ove ts 
penance. In reality, it is a rock covered by 
myriads of ſca-fawls, vulgarly called Eligogues, 
which neſtle ſo cloſe to one another, that the 
ſeem like a maſs of ſomething © tremblingly 
Alive * and was it not that now and then one 
is thruſt from its place, and flies off a little, it 
would be impoſſible to perſuade yourſelf this 
was not the caſe. What is the cauſe of their 
adhering to this rock, in preference to the 
oy thouſands with which the ſhore is co- 
| vered, 
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vered, 1 could form no rationab conception; 
ſor it is totally barren, and cannot yield thenk 
tho ſmalleſt. degree of ſubſiſtenee . Beſides, 
choagh it is in itſelf extrernely large it is not 
half fafficient to hold them all in a comfort« 
able poſition; which; I ſuppofe, is the occa-· 
fion of their perpetual motion, and of their be- 
ing ſo often diſlodged from e W 
able refting-place. | | 

No I have told * ene won 
ders of this moſt ſurpriſing place, I ſhall give 
you the protniſed legend. When St. Govin 
fled from his perſecutors, before he reached 
the ſhelter of theſs rocks, ho paſſed ſottic pe. 
ple who were ploughing, and defired them, if 
ary ſtrungers made enquiry about him, they 
worild tell them, that when they were plough- 
iu they ſaw a petſon of that deſcription. Lo 
and belold, to their great aſtoniſhinent,' the 
cori became ripe in three days tim ; and as 
they wers buly in reaping it his purſuers came, 
and ſked, Whether they bad ſeen any ſuch 
petſon; They replied, as the ſaint hath or- 
field they had ſeen ſuch u one. This put an 
* to their ſearch, W 

ing 
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ing to receive him, he took up his abode chere. 
In gratitude to the countrymen for their pro- 
tection, he endued their ſpring, and likewiſe 
2 ſtratum of red clay which runs under it, 
with healing qualities. He alſo gave the wa- 
ter ſuch unalterable ſweetneſo, that jt never 
varies either ſummer or winter. Before peo- 
ple taſte the water, or enter the receſs which 
has the power of granting petitions, they make 
offerings of all kinds upon his tomb - ſtone. 
The lame lay their crutches, thoſe who want 
ſight their glaſſes, and the ſterile their wed- 
ding-ring. Doubtleſs he performed many 
other wonders, which are not on record. 

I am forry to ſay, I cannot inform you in 
-what century theſe things happened, how long 
he lived in this wondrous place, or when he 
died. I muſt not omit telling the following 
tory. A ſilver bell was ſtolen. from this cha- 
pel by pirates; but it was not ſuffered; to go 
out of ſight of the place. A ſtorm inſtantly 
ſprang up as ſoon as they ſet fail, and the fa- 
erilege was puniſhed by the veſſel's being 
-wrecked, A large ſtone, on which, the bell 
Was placed, before it was got off into the ſhip, 
retains to this day, when ſtruck with any ſtone 

or 
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or ĩron inſtrument, the filver ſound of the 
Belt iff nine iet i 20 vaten 
To deſcend from the marvellõus to ſome - 
thing that wears the face uf probability: ;-it is 
conjectured theſe rocks were frequented: hy 
mariners and druids: from. Ireland; and it is 
rude chapel, as a memorial of ſome ſignal and 
providential eſcape from ſhipwreck. and uſed 
occaſionally to ug; in ee ſailed 
2 refs | Moy on 418 99508 
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een DAY we were aſtoniſhed with 6 
veying thoſe wonders; called St. Govin s Rocks. 
To- day we have been entertained with ſteing 
Stackpoole Court, a fine ſeat belonging to 
the thane of Calder, and I Will give you, a 
few remarks upon this manſion. I ſhall be- 
gin by ſaying, that though the ſituation of it 


is 
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is good, aaa equal to 
many others in Pembrokeſhire, particularly to 
Picton and Lawrenny, which derive their 
charms from the moſt happy aſſemblage q 
every natural beauty and gract that can meet 
together in one ſpot. The great merit of Stack · 
podle is in having all advantage taken of a 
ſituation, not fo fortunate in its original. endow- 
ments. The grounds are admirably laid out, 
and there is a very fine piece of water; hut 
there are no veſſels moving upon it, nor any 
diſtant proſpects. It is not a navigable river, 
but a ſuperb canal procured at a great ex- 
pence, and circumſcribed with infinite taſte. 
At your approach to the houſe ſtand two in- 
imitable antique ſtatues of Marius and Sylla, 
brought from Rome hy Mr. Campbell, when 
he was on his travels. It is impoſſible to 
contemplate 1 them, without ſeeing at once the 
ne wich Which they are agitated. © - | 
As this houſe is porfectly modern, there are 
not many things to deſcribe, but what are to 
be met with in moſt manſions belonging to 
people of faſtiton. - There are ſome fine ſized 
rooms fitted up with elegance, but not dplen- 


dou: Of this you will form a "better idea 
than 
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than any I could: give you, were I enen 40 
ſond an inventory of the .furnituze of each 
room by my deſcribing one bed, compoſed of 
a roryifine pink calico, with a ſlight-tioge af 
white in it, ſmewhat of the kind which far 
ſeweral years was univerfally worn and ad- 
mired, and was. either introduced by Lady 
Stormont, or rendered fuſhionable by cheariug 
toxecommend it but foft 1ints:and ꝓerfect ſum · 
plicity, yet the bed as very elegant. It has 
ſuch a proſuſion of decarations, and is D nne 
in its dorm, that it is daid to haue cuſta hun- 
dued andieventy pounds. A very high canapy 
forms ue tap, ornamented in the inſide. with 
innumerable falds and -doublings; 'theſe,;from 
the concave ſimpecuf the cannpx, and the ſhad · 
ing which the folds give corthe dehicate red and 
white which blend in the texime ofthecalico. 
make it much reſemble a full - hio/ n union 
role. The ſhape af zhe bei is that af a very | 
large ſofa, without back or arms, uit cloled at 
each end. It chas four poſts, and over them 
the curtains, Which are (extremely full, arc 
drawn up in the moſt pitureſque.drapery. At 
has bolſters covered -wath the dame maliro, at 
= the 
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rich white fringe, and drawn together with 
elegant taſſels at the ends. Theſe are re- 
moved at bed - time, and a pylow ſubſtituted 
in their. place. The counterpane is made of the 
ſame materials as the bed, and drawn up at the 
edges with a great number of taſſels; not in re- 
gular and formal feſtoons, but with ſuch negli- 
gent art, as ſhews more taſte to have imagined. 
than if it had been done with the moſt mea- 

ſured exactneſs. The window-curtains anſwer 
thoſe of the bed, and at the corners, in the mid- 
dle, and below the cornice, are ſo hunched up. 
that hey likewiſe reſemble a full-blown roſe. 
The curtains of the bed are double throughs 
out, and betwixt the two calicos is a fine flan» 
nel, which renders it extremely. warm. The 
great number of yards it muſt have taken, may 
in ſome meaſure account for the expence of 
it; but the taſte diſplayed in the conſttuction, 
well deſerves a conſiderable reward. The 
curtains, the counterpane, and every other 
part of it, is trimmed with rich fringe. It is 
called Lady Caroline's bed; and, 1 mn 
ſhe always ſleeps in it. 

A conſiderable number of funily: omni 


1 | ſurround 
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facronnd ther m; but as it mall likely 
done, it wduld not uch ammnſe you if D 
ſhoutd&pgive yon a catalogue of them. Fhem is 
a gobd picture ef the Womaa taken in Adul- 
tery, Sir John Falſtaff in the Merry Wives 
of Windſr, Juſtice Shallow chuſing Tin 
Bands. In the garden is a very haige and fire: | 
eaſt of the Apollo of Belvedere, which 'Mru 
Campbell intends to place in a ſplendid li- 
purchaſed at None, and conveyed away fe. 
eretly, but not without great hazard of laing 
it for his holineſs, the pope, will not allo. 
his dommnions to be diſmantled of their ornaad 
mente, and uſes the utmoſt vigilance” to. prꝭ 
vent any ſtatues from being taken a wye 
He alſo brought from Italy a ſmall piece 
of ſculpture. That, I was informed, is looked 
upon as' finely executed; but, I conſeſs it 
gave me fome- very unpleaſant ſenſations. It 
repteſants the Graces, in white murtile, ſtands 
ing upon 2 pedaſtal, and ſupporting a chan - 
delier. They are about a foot high, all e. 
actly in the ſame poſition, with their backs 


nn. Their arms arc lifted up an 
Aa the 


* 
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the full ſtretch. Their legs ſeem to be upom 
the ſtretch likewiſe, as if putting forth all their 
ſtrength, to bear up the weight of the ſconce 
which they have in their hands. This /poft- 
tion is ſurely better ſuited to diſplay the ten- 
dons of a porter, when carrying à heavy bur- 
then, than the ſoft flexible muſcles of beautiful 
nymphs. : think it muſt give the gentlemen 
more pain than it did me, to ſee them ſo la- 
boriouſly employed,” and doemed to ſuch un- 
remitting exertion. There is alſo: the ſame 
deſect in them, which Fhave often femarked 
in the beauties pourtrayed by travelled artiſts 
they have all the ſame, form, make, and 
ſhape ; every muſele in one is a copy of the 
other. They ſeem as if they were caſt in 
a mould, rather than cut with the; chizel. 
Their faces too bear juſt as ſtritt ia reſem- 
blance to each other as their bodies 1s 
a ſculptor could take three perfectly well · 
made women, and place them entirely in the 
fame ſituation, they would . notwithſtanding 
that be very different from each other; and yet 
they might exhibit as juſt proportions, and an 
equal degree of beauty. Ovid deſcribes all 
_ 424008 lhe * Diana differing in every 
1 4 * reſpect 
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telpect from each other, yet equally hand- 
ſome. The nymphs, who were the compU· 
nions of Calypſb were all diſtinguiſhed from 
one another, yet all exquiſitely charming. In 
ſhort, all the beſt poets and painters, of whoſe 
works I have the leaſt knowledge; have exerted 
ine utmoſt of their ſkill in diverſifying beauty, 
particularly that of the fair attendants upon 
Venus. Upon the whole, Stackpocle is 
vety elegant and charming place, and worthy 
the minute obſervation of àa much better and 
more accurate pen than mine 

The family of the Campbells; as well as that 
of the Mathias's, have great teaſbn to be at 
tached to the hawthorn, becauſe of a deli- 


verince which it wrought for an anceſtor of 


both. That of the latter 1 have circumſtan- 
tially related to you: I will likewiſe give yoit 
all the particulars I could pick up of the for- 
mer. A progenitor of this family was ſaved 
at Calder in Scotland, in the thick covert of 
this friendly tree, when purſued by his enemies. 
On that account Mr. Campbell cheriſhes the 
hawthorn in his grounds, and protects it with 
t reverence. The manor- houſe at Calder 

a batt on the preſerved remains of the thorn 
7 Aa 2 that 


—— — — 
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. dio 
ſoen in the cellars ares F c 

eee vob! eng; dase , akpasle 
— but befote I do that. I muſt not leave 
the moſt intereſting beauty of the place unde 
about a year old, as fair ad alabaſtet, whom l 
law; aſleep, and who ſeemed to be the .guar- 
dian angel of, the place» Lady Caroline and 
Mr. Campbell are both extremely handſome. - 
|. The: grandfather of this gentleman erected 
a kind of hermitage in à ſequeſtered part of 
xetire from the grandeur of the great manfion= 
houſe, and the pleaſures of ſociety, to veſlect 
upon the inſufficiency of riches and fplendous 
to procure happineſs, and to contemplate! his 
approaching diſſolution; This was truly phi- 
loſophical, and what, I fear, very few polict+ 
fors of large eſtates can prevail upon theme 
een ür aB D002 i 1 Dig: Mc 
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W from St. Petrom on Saturday, 
and had an exceeding pleaſant journey, per- 
foctly different from that which we had in 
ae e enn dea 


the beautiful views in thick ſmoke; Every 


thing wore à ſmiling aſpect; and, though au- 
tum is adunncing with rapid ſtridas in ther 
places, it has made hut little progreſs here. 
The any diffrrencs is, that it has rendered tha 
proſpects more rich, more vivid. and more pic» 
tureſque. Tha woods, the foliage that adorns 
the rivets. the dells, the vallies, and the maun- 


teins, all diſplay ſuch an infinite variety of 


tints, according to their different ſituationa, 
than in the ſpring. The trees, that eaſe thair 
hardy-fropts upon the tops of the mauriteins,! 


ars tinged with red and yellow, and their dark» 


ARG to Sa: van! 
10 8 A 3 tiegated 


358. A TOUR! r 
riegated ſhades. But thoſe in the vallies ſtill 
retain their buxom health; and in the dells 
and hedges the ſweet · briar, honey-ſuckle, 
and wild-roſe, have not dropped their bloſ- 
ſoms. In ſhort; ſummer ſceths to look back 
upon autumn with ſuch an enticing grace, as if 
ſhe' was deſitous to ſhare with him the pot- 
ſeſſion. of thoſe delightful genes as long as 
poſſible. 1429 | 1 Park 4 gills 
Ihe proſpect on this tle * as „Ses 1 
in South Wales. The firſt and grandeſt ob- 
Jeet i in it is the mouth of the harbour. I have, 
in many of my former lettets, expatiated ſo 
largely upon the charming variety that Nil- 
ford Haven and the river Ddau Clydhew con- 
tinually exhibit, that, I fear, I have ulready 
tired you and all my friends with my frequent 
praiſes of them. But as this is tlie laſt time 
I- ſhall be in this part of Pembrokeſhire, al- 
low me to take a kind leave. I could not 


but feel a conſiderable degree of gratitude 'to' 
friends who had ſo anxiouſly ſtriven to enter- 
tain us, and conſiderable regret too at leaving 
ſo enchanting a country. As we advanced on 
our journey, we often ſtopped and turned to 
_ à laſt view of thoſe 2 ſeats ſitu- 

21695: | ated 
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awed, on its, banks, Picton Caſtle, Lawrenny, 
Qrielton, Johnſon, Biggelly, and Buſ. 

At the very edge of a branch of che river 
is Carew, Caſtle, 4 vety auguſt ruin. In the 
old part there are the remains of Saxon arches. 
The new part was built, by Sir: John Perfott, 
treaſon, in Queen Elzabeth's time, It is how 
uninhabited, and. in the tee of the Bar- 
nards. Zaldion bait. bl 109 x 
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We _ — clupbered over ie, and 
again viewed thoſe fine. objects I juſt enu- 
merated. Lawrenny from hence by remark- 
ably beautiful, and we bleſſed our eyrs 'with a 


| Gb ROE, The fituation of 
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be 4 ro un 7 

Carexr Calds le Men from every eher 

have yet ſeen- ITaſiead of Azhiting wpon the 

top of ſome ichumente high rockt, ot at the cage 

of ſame cliff that gverhangs be fed, it is .o 

aluſe to the channel of the river; that dhe title 
its Wundatiafls. Gen Tigq Won 2.1 


/- Betwixt the road and the wekle there d 


field,” and cloſe by cke fab of the road i f 
very curious pillar. We exatnined it Tbund 
and round, but could find nothing that: cd 
lead to a conjecture, at. what, period, or for 
what purpoſe, is, was ærgctad. Me imade as 


many enquiries about it agaqurtime would ad- 


mit, but the inhabitants E the n near 
whic it ſtands Were pot able to al 


in 9 


even þ legend gaiceid t- I e richly 
ornamented with ſpulpture:;:but-awe:could diſ- 
cover r neither e It 


1 119 


much awakened by this 8 and ele- 
gant pieces of not]. -[wifhſome tric 


voller. better ſkilled, and more at geiſure, e 
give the warkd ah explangtioniof It, for L 
periſuaded; it as well worthy the att of 
an rg ed 1 emed 0 be wory perfect. 
= 
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weaning: But de it maſt have relation to 
ſomething, thould I ever be © fortunate-as to 
got uny enplanatjon of this exhuilite remnant 
of antiquity, yoo (hall certain have it. Tul 
tem Hawnit deave vn is much in the dark 
concerning ir as need e agty 2169) 
n two:dgyiower ſhall bid a jbng farewell. 
our good friends and Cnertryudin; but we fhall 
linger un the ad ſtill obſerving as we: g 
murthen is the next place to Havrrfordwriſt in 
acoonht of it. I believe it is generally x60 
feſſed, that Ha verſond weſt is the handſonixit, 
tho largtit, aud he genteuleſt tum id South 
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t bore /n0. reſemblance to that :well-kdown 2 
figure a erols, o w might dia gueſſed at its 
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and the delicacy, of its white houſes, give it the 
preference in point of beauty. The number: 
of its ſtreets, ſome of: which are very goods 
and to which they are adding every day, makes 
it very large. Its being compoſed chiefly of 
people. who are independent, with the addition 
of a» vaſt many gentlemen -who live at their 
ſeats upon the banks of the river, moſt un · 
doubtedly renders it a genteel place. But 
Carmarthen has advantages, that at leaſt put it 
nearly on an equality with Haverſordwweſt, 
and which may make many people think it 
ſuperior. Its ſituation is pictureſque and 
charming, and its trade is yery great. Though 
it does not cover as much ground as Haver- 
fordweſt, it is a large town. Its houſes are 
moſtly built of brick: thoſe of Haverfordweſt 
are all of unwrought ſtone, either ſtuccoed, of 
covered with rough caſt. The ſtreets are ir- 
regular; but there are A great many good 
houſes in them, and they are very lofty. The 
firſt floor being generally taken up with buſi- 
neſs, they have good apartments in the ſecond, 
| where they entertain their friends. It has 
likewiſe a fine old caſtle, in perfect preſerva- 
tion. Tbis is converted into a very good gaol, 

in 


1 
144 
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in which they have made ſome recent im- 
provements, and cxpended a confiderable fur 
of money upon it. The town- hall is very 
ee eee 
a good ball ont. 

Of the plenty and delicacy of their fiſh 
every body ſpeaks in raptures, particularly the 
fewin and ſalmon. The ſewin reſembles the 
ſalmon im ſhape, but it is ſmaller, of a paler 
colour, and mare delicate in flavour. This fiſh 
is peculiar to Wales. I believe it is allowed. 
by thoſe who have taſted it, to be the moſt 
exquiſite of all the dainties produced in their 
| F 
nue a e gn i n ino 
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To Mrs. 1. 100 8 


7 n 08: rg 
hw being detained kere by a great fall of 
rain, gives me an opportunity of putting upon 
paper many things that I wiſh to perpetuate 
in my memory. When we firſt arrived at The 
Hoy, as it is called, I was much delighted et 
ſetting my foot into Wales. I affure you, 1 
am now. not at all diſſatisfied with being ſaſe 
out of it again, before the equmodtial .winds 
begin to blow over the mountains, for they 
would, in my opinion, be dangerous to people 
travelling in ſo light a carriage as ours. 

We ſet out from Carmarthen yeſterday. 
The diy before we took our leave of Aber- 
guilly, and its polite inhabitants. When we 
paſſed through it early in the morning, I was 
much alarmed. As we were going over a very 
narrow bridge at the end of the village, we 
met a Welſh peaſant driving ſome horſes. I 
was defirous of ſtanding ſtill, till he had paſſed 
| us; 


MILFORD! MAVEN. 30 
ua but Mr. M, thinking he would hop) 
on the other ſide, puſhed on, und we met - 
actly in the middle; oſ the bidge: Tho poor: 
ald man would then fain have dti ven his beaſts 
bark again, but they were ſo frightened at the 
glittering of our harneſs in the ſun, that they: 
capered and pranced as much as their ſtrength 
would allow them, for they appeared to be more 
than half ſtarved. They would not ſtir an 
inch backward, but thruſt themſelves up 
againſt the ſides of the bridge, as much as — 
ſay, We are on our on ground, and will 


defend . Had they de ens 


to their meth, miſchief muſt cer! 
enſued, and Tome of us — 4 | 
bridge into the Towy. The poor gd creature 
kept talking Welth te tn the) time as 
faſt as he could get his words out, which 
they ſermed perfectly to underftanct; and by 
the: force of his eloquente he prevailed om 
them ſo far to give way to us, as to et un into 
— HPO" 16. 
drove bver ſafe. :> 2 vn ban br 

© — had fubfuted; I üb ey lag 
ſurvey of the Nhe had ſo: oſten coutem 
r hill, and ita 
N 
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of the road. The ſun gilded a ſine groupe of 
mountains at a diſtance, and ſhone full upon 
the ruins of Druflwyn caſtle, then ſcattered 
his rays over the venerable palace of -Aber- 
2 and the — Towy mean 
: * i ©: 7 7k nt ung Hoe 
| Ho eien beams Apollo nes * LS _ 
rcon the Jofty mouptain's head, | hah a; 
| Ting'd with gold th A n. 

C1 F [2253.2 
Auon his yellow treſſes t 
2 On Aberguilly's ſacred wall; 852 FQ deb 

= While Towy's waters, as 1 

"A Rong the purple vale ; 


Nin T9267 Of 
Brig” Anime 
e could not thick of quit Ane | 

try without viſiting Dynefawr caſtle; this 
means; the caſtle of the great man. It was 
duilt by Roderic the Great, from whom Lady 
Dynefawr's huſband,” Colonel Rice, was de- 
ſeended. She is now called Lady Dine vor, 
and the place Newton Park; but I am ſuch a 
bigot to the ſounding names in the Welſh 
language, that I cannot bear to ſee them Eng- 
liſhed. After travelling over ten miles of very 
ona . with the vale of Towy always in 


view, 
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view, yet varying every minute, either from a 


turn in the tdad, a curve of the rivery arrthe 


upon it, wo arrived at Newton Park about ten 
o'clock, and drove all over the enchanting 
ſpot. | Nature here ſeems to have collected 
every thing that is n 
upon ſnhewing the utmoſt of her po- erz. 
I have often — 
language to deſcribe places accurately. To 
ſpeak of rocks, mountains, caſtles, and all 
other piQureſque images, though! they art 
terms ſo frequently! made uſe of, convey n 
ideas to one ho has never ſeen thoſe objects, 
unleſs ſuch. à delineation can be given, as 


marks the particular views which are intended 
to be pointed out. Vet ho aten do travel. 


lers give usa ſtring of words wWhich da not 
characterite any ſingle proſpect, though per- 
haps they may — feutures of a oo¹- 
try! The pencil can go rather further than 
language. It can pourtray a favourite ſpot; 


it can ſketeh out the figure of a) mountain, 


and give an exact repreſentation of a building; 
but it cannot draw every beautiful ſcene into 
—_— once, . thoſe. ſcenes when 

20 they 


1 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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they. are put upon the canynb, Tbe Deity 


alone, who ſormed the cye, could organizes e 


machine, which; at a glance, can tale in cHery 
1 vary che vii at ple» 
Ag gvontÞi ng e 
r 
you. behold in the valley beneath«the rieheſt 
paſtures, watered by the ever winding Towys 
An amphitheatre extends as far as the eye can 
a prodigious ridge of mountains. Gremgar 
hill and Druſbwyn. caſtle are two conſpieuous 
features in the ſcenes. But a more ſublime 
object than even theſe are, calla off the atten- 
tion. On the ſummit of à bold, bigh, per- 
. pendicular, abrupt rock, ſtand the ruins af 
Dynefawr caſtle. We were immediately ſeized 
with a deſire to climb the cliff, but it was 
out of all human power to aſcend the ſteep 
and rugged way. What then can be done f 
Is there no acceſs to be had ? Through ſeeret 
paths and fwampy dells, where * lingering 
Towy winds his devious ſtream, with a:guide . 
you may attain the height, - We followed him 
willingly through theſe intricate and lonely 
deſiles, all the way up. On the ridge of the 
Ir 2 f a rock 


| 
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rock: is a natural batrier, formed of thickets 
briars, brambles, and underwood:'o (New, and 
then) 2: rude ſtep or two, as yo riſe, appcar 
from beneath the , moſs: that hat proripread 
them. Through the thickets, at intervals, 
you are able to gain a pep at the proſpect in 
the vale. _ When mounted to the top, one ſo- 
litaty venerable round tower, and a few totter- | 
ing walls, all covered with ivy, repay the an- 
tiquary's toil. Hefe you miay the blue 
expanſe; and, if you, dare loo down from 
the giddy de you may take a bird' s- eye 
view of the landſenpe at your feet. Here you 
may moralize on theſe, mouldering towers, M 
"SP them the fate of all earthly, grandeure!; 
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which we left this melancholy plea 
and de ended by the ſame path 8 up. 
The houſe, we were told, is nothing equal 
in ſplendor tc tothe magnificence of the gyaunds, 
and, therefore it It 1 is never ſheyn, We then 
eee g e drove 


. 
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drove EF park by dnkepGecanint 
toad, of about three miles in length, which, in 
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this place by very heavy rain; I thall there- 


fore amuſe myſelf, and? hope you, with relat- 
ing what happened to us yeſterday: After 
viewing the charming ſeat af Lady Dinevor, 
we intended to have taken ſome refreſhment 
at Llandilo, and then proceed on our journey, 
but a freſh fund of entertainment was provided 
for us. When we alighted at the inn, a note 
Vas preſented to us, which contained an invi- 
tation to dine at Tregib, a very ancient manſion 
about dv iniles diftant from Liandilo, on the 
MALE lide of the river. This unexpected plea- 
ſure 


__* MICFORD HAYEN. 2m 
ſure was catitrived by che politeneſs of a young 
lady, with whom we bad been aoquuintedat 
Carmarthen, who lied at Tregib.  Knowiog 
the day on which we thould paſs through 
Llandilo, ſne thus agreeably way-laid us. We 
found it impoſſible to withſtand this tampta- 
tion, ſo we remounted pur-vehicle; and drove 
to Tregib, which I had long had a curioſity to 
viſit, it being famous far its antiquity, and 
ie ot its hurting belonged 9 tht youll 
dent of the Sea Serjeants. 
| Before I deſcribe the bote and in proſent 
inhabitants, I muſt explain to you who the 
Sea Serjeants were; and for what purpoſe their 
ſociety was imagined to be inſtituied. But 4 
mit caution you not to think me « Jacobite; 
berauſe I venerate- this fraternity of very re- 
ſpectable men. Feu muſſ hear in mind; that 
there is not one of them pow remainihg; an 
'as I never was in Wales befare, I could not 
ns mens ener 0 
any of them. | | 
—᷑ the e 1 65 
Serjeants occupied à very important place in 
the hiſtory of the three: counties' of Carmer- 
then, Petnbrake, and Cardigan, -abput the 
10s - Bbz2 - middle 


or MAX To Wl 
middle of = preſent century. — 


poſed of gentlemen of the moſt cohſiderablt 
fortune and conſequence in thoſe cbuntico. 
Mr. Barlow, a former poſſeſſor of that ſwett 
place on the banlis of the Clydlie wi called 
Lawrenny, Was the firſt preßdent. At hi 
deceaſe, Mr. Gwynne; of Taliaris; was choſen, 
and continued in office till the ſociety was 
diſſolved by the death of all its members. 
They had an annual taeeting at Haverford 
weſt, which was celebrated with ptoceſſions, 
balls, and water- parties; from the laſt of 
which they were ſaid to have Yerived their 
title' of Sea Serjeants. Each member ap- 
| peared with a dolphin embroidered on the 
breaſt of his coat, conducting «favourite lady = 
in the proceſſion. The Lady Patroneſs, h 
preſided at the balls, was led by the Preſident. 
A daughter of Sir John Phillippe, and the 
fiſter of Mr. Gwynne, the lady who nom 
poſſeſſes Tregib, ſucceeded Wee 
nately as Lady Patroneſs. dcn V5 yok 
Ihe number and conſequence of the mem- 


ders of Ihe ſociety, and the ſplendor and. feſti- 
vity diſplayed: at the meetings, 'could not fail | 
* dated the public attention. "There. was 

#70 $424 NU al | alſo N 


, 


MIEFO RY HAVEN. an” 
alſol a ſecrecy in ſoms af :theit progmedings; 
which; gave riſe to ſpeculations about tha teal 
purpoſe of. the eſtabliſiment· A. generm 
petſuaion;i ſeets to hade prevailed, among 
thoſe. ho were not admitted into the cnyſten 
ries of the ſociety, that more was meant than 
met the ear: that their meetings haderather a 
political than à convivialtendæncy s and that 
the real object of it was to conſult about this 
moſt propet methods ſtrengthening the 
Toty party, and to taiſe contributions far th 
ſervice of the Pretender. This anterpretation 
of, the ſecret purpoſes a the meeting, was 
always. denicd with mY eaxneltnals by tho 
Sea Serjeants, theme 4s add: did 
lt is impoſſible, a6 l diſtance of time, 0 
ddeide between the eontending patties 3, nor 0 
16, f any conſequence; that We mould o 
ſhall therefore; proceed to tell youu:thats When 
we arrived at Tregib, we were welcomed in 
the moſt hoſpitable manner by the Lady 
Preſident, - "who was then Gitthþ at. 'the 
head of tet "table, in a fine ad [batt which | 
was entirely. furroundeds, with, the. partagits 
of. the former members of the !(abiety”” of 


* Serjentits, twenty-ſix in hamberd bar. 


5b 3 Gwynne, 
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+ DIO be brother; was drawn us pctidenty 
in his chair of ftate. Theres is ali A picture 
of the chiplain to this cmunity, and of the 
painter who drew theim all; he having de- 
es gg add His e meer: 
lection- N nn aH Mien; d 
— iceoodinghy fiiking 
in this venerable groupe, and the antiquity'of 
tho place which they occupied. The fur- . 
niture is entirely of a piece with the duilding, 
particularly two large wooden arm-ghirs ; = 
they are ornamented in a very ſingelat matiner, 
with riags cut out of the ſolid wood, which 
tum round thoſe parts of the chairs upon 
which they hang; being a great muny of 
them, they make, when moved, à ſlitzht 
Jingling noiſe. The date of theſe chairs can - 
fot be aſcertained ; nor can that of this houſe, 
the new er Mr een 
Aue I. " 


| | Oni nie Cnrar pp hk, 
To paint theſe ancient relicks, as they my 
5 ee 

Nie bad been plar d within their maifiy 
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„Wich ſprightly (allies he would fire attacks, ; 
Fu to ſuſtain, who ance had borne a ſhield, ah 


"Which now would ae an hoſt of en wh, 
And for the ringles, turnitig round and round, | 

. [His moral muſe forme canblem 
A verſe from him their fame, eee 


Than Jength of ever dare byſore. Fr 
eee 


- a 
As wany'ages ne ds they have pat OJ 2501 


 Notwithitanding this Jady /tqs,.is map tbe 
fad, in the midſt of her dend friends, he 
preſerved a wonderful degree of cheerfulneſs ; 
nor did the vanity of the ſen prompt ber te 
| Joel, Mr any one circumſtance, in which 
ee e | 
At the table Tp #8798 _ wy 
pro ed us the Gght this ings 
hou e. and likewiſe, another, Ts 
Prefident's deſcendants, .- in vhm pany 3 
large fortune, and who bad juſt eln 

he e agus 
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the pleaſures'sf wir ar, they had borroy 2 
very fine treble. harp. from, Golden, Grave, 
As I had — # treble, ray 
I was quite in dee ee as zit the 
moſt charming inſtrument that ever Was 


od 4 Nul ©) | 


played u pon, They preſſed” us very much, to 
go in the excning, to. viſit.the great mountain 
Rhuraddar, and a ſine cataract not far from 
it. But we were; though” 1 aſfure your very 

r indeed, obliged ed to take Hi ave 


$12! 


Hg ent a * r put us ingo a 
17 road 1 to Llandovery. On this road 45 
one of the ſteepeſt | hills 1. have yet deſcended a 
and though! T had been 00 Jong enured, ta 
fitting i 1 the Chalſe, G when gping down or u up 
very "trenichdois Dee I had not courage 
Aifficient to ſtay n it in go going down, this, 
The fun 1573 4 Tie: it began te grow very 
lte before Pee de e. It was 
byt fourteen mules from 1 Tre ib; but che road. | 
was very lonely, we met very few travellers, 
and aw, fewer dale. We likewiſe had to td 
croſs A river, > whith was both deep and 9 


however we forded,; it "Gaely. 


Taiz 


us, and the Uk ſupplied] its place; but 1 fear it 
will 


friend that has ammuldcl me ſo oy month. 
I hope the clouds will have diſcharged all 
their moiſture thib evening,” that we — 
able to er eee 


811! ö | | Del T 31104 1001 17 I's 
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% ion ni ted s bas woll Sit 
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Fiel Feuer: no þ n ,ꝑ̃ 2481 Bus 
rv V 7 v1 LE TTA Tv oft 105 e bog 
NN E 9000 10 i 20897; boten ba 
- road © Ta. Mrs. Gan poflt of to 12001 
, 018d oat? 903 mech ls 0% a hu 
Heerich er, 
W. were "_—_— fm" pröcecdilig by the 
rain yeſterday, and I feat we tha be fo likes 
wiſe "to-day; but I furtiſhed yp Wirk 
employment by wiititig 60 Mis," N Id and 
Mr. R-, I fhalF avail yfelf of this deny! 
to give you an accodfit'6f fort very beautiful 
ſcenes and places om the road. Ther fern 
ings now begin to be Very cold, fd the wind 
blows keen over che mountains; yet We ven⸗ 
tured a nine miles ſtage from Llandodery to 
Trecaſtle * before breakfaſt. 


This 
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This is, without exception, the mot pice, 
tureique road that gan be conceived: and the 
ſurming it ia a work: that does honguy to the 

projectars and. executors, , Inſtead of having 
to driye over & dreary, bleak, and exceſſively 
ſteep.mountaip, which could not be paſſed but 
with four horſes, and in general took even thus 
three hours and a half in going over, it can 
now be run with the utmoſt eaſe in an hour 
and three quarters with a pair. Though this 

road is cut through i ſolid rock, it is very wide 

and commodious ; but when on one ſide you 

look up to the perpendicularkiight of the rock, 


and on the other down'the precipice below, they 


ſeem to be: the hartiers of the world. Surely, 
exied I, this mountain muſt be ! Niphatef 
top,” on which Satan firſt, alighted in this 
pather: world, where he; ſtood revolving his 
laſt ſplendor and his. miſchievous intentions 


towards man. When the water that conti- 


noally iſſues out of this vaſt rock is collected. 
it forms à rivulet, which continues to. flow 
clear and rapid, and waters the ſweet ſequeſ- 
tered dells in the valley, each of which ſhel- 


| Ber eee Here the contented 


inhabitants 
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inhabitants live, like nature's commoners; un 
ober that ſuch fitnatians produce >: 
tit __ og k He wing jmd 1 3rds mals 
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er Aeta mon- end A ahh 
Hrn 2 e 
ee e, Lm 0 
of a ſafe retreat, ſhould any accident happen ; 
yet the beauty of the ſcene, and the goodneſs 
of the road. which. is really as Nh och 45 a ly 
race, make you drive fearle(s wag 
thinking of any danger. lad of bg | 


anxious to get over the way, I 
tie much too ſhort! in which. I had been 
going theſe nine miles, At Trecaſtle, I felt 
great ſatisfaction in renewing-my acquaintance 
with the damſels of the inn, whoſe attention 
and kindneis t me, when I paſſed before, I 
can never forget #, _ TAR 

[On the firſt appearance of the mountains in | 
the horincn, when I travelled eihs hind is the 


beginning of our tour, I was hardly to be pre- 
BY , 
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vailed upom not to think that they were cloud 
Now my imagination a generally fo filled with 
them, that I believe every cloud to be a moun- 
tain. Here, however, I once more fell into 


my old error. A chin miſt yeſterday morning 


aided this deceptien ; bat when it diſperſed, 
A de ns popes broke from behind it, 
which the ſun reſted i in 2 maj ant wh | 
1. 
again the Waden wi e that $7 
had nam ed "Parnafſus,” NS ON Jeb. In 
Mort, to fum an bp all, And vid 2 laſt I th 
bels anette g o8j6fts,"T mult one note 
Ry, ths cad from Trecalkle' tb Biedkhork l 
Ws fun ör füllt arid Pelut) us any ir South 
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V are thus s far on ohr return home, 

the ie rain. has retarded us EY | 
from making any farther p ro J'; 
ſeem that this delightful DIY 1s 51 0 


. by 121 rains, on 8 05 1 its fi- 


When 


that. we were 3 in betpirt A e 140 7 Tie- 
gaſtle *, at which ti time we paſſed: a mot chat: 
ing place called Bleanp nt, a fine eſtate b. 
longing to Mr. Williams ; but it was then 
over-ſhadow wed Þ 7 thick cloud and total'd; ak 
0. that we cqu ee nothing & it, 0! or of many 
a, beautiful ſcenes, Conceiv What muſt 
ve, been our aſtoniſhment, when, © n absent. 
2 152 ſame hill, of which in deſeendi 
had formed the moſt diſmal appretipnſions, #8 


TVS: 3; I? 


WY * | 2 
nan mines Making Mods twob vidawr 
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found the tnoſt enchanting proſpect diſplayed 
before us. The moſt ſtriking object in this 


view, is a very elegant bridge of one arch, 


through which the Uſk ruſhes in ſo rapid a 

torrent, that it reſembles a grand and natural 
caſcade. Some liberal-minded poſſeſſor of the 
fields near the road has cut a large opening in 
a very excellent hedge, to give the- charmed 
traveller a full view of this bridge, the rivers 

2nd the valley through which it flows. af 

All the way you drive, for many miles, your 
eyes are feaſted with the fight of theſe fine 
views, In this place, though the band of cul- 
tivation appears rather more than in the ſcenes 
from which we had juſt parted, yet taſte has 
only aſſiſted nature, not obliterated it. Blean- 
pont, taken in all its points, is one of the moſt 
charming fituations that can be conceived, 
The bal about the houſe are diverſified 
by gentle ſwells and eaſy falls, that ſlide 
gracefully into each other ; whilſt the more 
diſtant view exhibits the richeſt woods and 
higheſt mountains. Some parts of the latter 
are bare and barren, with wide cavities worn 
in them by the torrents that ſo frequently 
nbi down them ; whilt others are under 
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the valley rural and picture ſque. Here are 
likewiſe gardens of a contiderable ectent. 

Some ſaſtidioos travellers, overlooking all 
the beauties of the place, and delighting to 
ſhew their judgment by cavilling at ſmall de- 
fects, have diftinguiſhed' Bleanpont only by a 
pair of ever-green lions cut in box; whoſe 
_ rampant poſitions and frowning aſpects ſeom 
to threaten all who approach the houſe. It 
appears to me impoſſible, but that perſons. 
who have in every other part of their poſſeſ- 
ſions ſhewn ſo good a taſte, muſt have parti» 
baniſhed from all other places. It is trüb, 
ſome-noblemen ſtill keep a ſpot ina-nook! of 
their vaſt grounds for the formal parterre. 
This certainly cannot be for, oraament, bar 
to preſerve the memory of the old ſtyle 
gardening, or to contraſt it with modern ſim- 
plicity. May not this be Mr. Williams's ten- 
ſon for not killing his lions? Or, perhaps, be 
veherates them for their havigg. \out-ſiood 
many generations of more tender plants. Por- 
haps they were favourites of ſome honoured 


nene Or ho knows bur 
21 . ; ſome | 
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ſome valuable charter may depend upon their 
being taken care of, and their ears and beardy 
clipt and eut in proper fotm at a certain 
time 2. We daily read and hear af tenures be- 
ing held by tbe performance of nion | 
full as abſurd as this may ſeem to be. 

I muſt not. omit to enumerate, amongſt the 
berutiet af this place, a ſplendid bridge near 
the grounds, a handſome church, an elegant 


temple, a gardener's lodge, and many other 


ornamental buildings ; all of which beſpeak 
ample: forttines, and amplo taſte in ſpendiag 
them. D nl 8 R007 u 'S 4 * 
Aberkemleſs, the eſtate of a. brother. of Mr. 
Williams, joins to that of Bleanpont. This 


is- likewiſe:a very charming place. Each of 


theſe, partaking of the advantages of. the 
other, makes them — a ; 
more ſuperb, and more completa 
A long chain of mountains, and Selbe, 
lightful ſcenes, 0 all, the. n ed 
nh wy 4 atuth ad gil te 
 Bredknodk.i is a pretty — 3 
markbt-placs 3 but we were in a hurry to get 
forward. on our journey, and therefore took 


but a very ſlight view of lt. 
801 Ws | : i n There 
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There is a fine ruin of an old-caftle at the 
Hay, as it is called, the place where we now: 


are. But as the y begins to clear, I hope 
We ſhall ſoon leave it; ſo adieu, of t 1 
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8 waited great part of two days at 
Hay, and the weather proving clear this even- 
ing, we reached Hereford. The mountains 
now. begin to dwitidle into hills, but they: are 
finely covered, and fo is the whole country. 
It is very entertaining to ſee all che villagert 
employed, men, women, and children, in 
ſpreading and afforting the fun, do make ey- 
der. Pomona has emptied her full lap at the 
door of every cottage; and every orthard, that 
is mot already ſtripped, is laden with her 
riches: It is impoſſible to forbear obſerving 
the iſtriking contraſt betwixt the pale faces 
fd. ee Hereford- 


4 
, 
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Herefordſhire, and the roſy cheeks and white 
teeth of the Welſh praſants. But I muſt now 
relate to you « moſt a ts $19 
J have juſt met W bb. 
Upon driving into the nne we found it * 
very much crouded with gentlemen's carriages, 
and every body in a great buſtle. Enquiting 
what was the eanſe of this hurry, we were in- 
formed, there was to be a very brilliant ball 
that evening, at which the archers, both ladies 
and gentlemen, were to appear with their 
bows and ura, and all the inf gnia of their 
order. Tbi was ſo new ind pleaſing a thing 
in my ideas, that I refolved not to iniſs an op- 
portunity of ſexing them; and we agreed to go 


to the ball. I had carefully pached up all 1 


thould want upon ſuch an oocafion; if any ſuch 
ſhould occur in our way home; as it did nt 


Cheltenhatm in our way down. But what was 


my diſappointment, when I opened the tra- 


velling trunk, and found I hid forgot to put 
up Mr. M = -+'s clothes} I ſet my invention 
to work; to conttiva meins to bote ſome 
for him. I boa ſuſtod the maid of the inn, 


whether thete was nbt u elergytnan in the 


— 
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ſuit: but, as I might haue cohcluded, afl the 
clergy are going themſelves. Sheufaid, her 
maſtet had a good ſuit of black ; but, alas 

he is a very tall, fat man. It is impoſſible for 
Mr. M- to-g0/in his travelling dreſs; ſo 
hers is an und of my evening's ante ttainment, 
and I inuſt endeavour. to cnfule myſelf hy 
eren who, Ihm with 
pity me. u tw aud ad: 10 3 40 2d, 09 dz 0 
1 Thie pageant a to my Mind the 
charming old: romances; which Lufed to be ſo 
fohd of trailing when 1-was at -Dentdn Court. 
Surely Mr-Burke was miſtaken, whim he fad, 
The age” of chiwalry is gan Thbeſe 
archers muſt have followed Milton's. cxigmple, 
and „ betook themſelves among thaſe Jofty 
© fables and romances, wich retount in ſo- 
© lettin oantos the deeds of kuighthoad, found 
Led by viRorious' kings, anc from thence 
© had in frnown over all Chriſtendom. They 
have taken che oath of 'knighthood, or per- 
haps" without that, like him, *'theic. minds 
give them, that every free and gentle ſpirit 
« ought to be botna knight ; nor need to * - 
« pet the gile ſpur, or the laying uf a: fvord 
C - amo ſhoalder, to ſtir him up; both by 
Cc 2 his 
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3 .  Broomyard, Od. 25h. 
: When. 1 had 3 COONEY 


this we. ate our, ppers, and wept to bed up 
two pair of ſtairs; but that was not high 
enough to be out of the ſound of the muſic, 
the rattling of | the. coaches, and the,continual 
running up and down ſtairs of the parties 
that at different hours of the night paſſed to 
and from their rooms. There were alſo fame 
in the adjoining ones, Who talked. all night., 
This did not make me very fit this morning. 
for one of the moſt, uneomſottable rides I. eyer 
had in my liſe. We {ct off at ſeven d leck. 
and Hound it to be an extremely hal froſt ; 
but as it was only fourteen miles to this place, 
I thought it would be an eaſy ſtage before 


breakfaſt, and carry me out of the buſtle of 
Hereford, the pleaſure of which I could. not 
partake, after our laſt night's diſappointment. 
It is now twelve o'clock at noon, and we, are 
but juſt arrived at Broomyard. Every ſtep 
of the road we have. come is covered with 
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large ſtones, lying looſe upon it, as if they 
were ſtrewn there for the annoyance of tra- 
vellers. If it had been a Roman Catholic 
country, I ſhould have believed it was intended 
as a penance for the pilgrims, who come to 
perform vows at the minſter. —_ 
"Hereford is a good old town, and ſeems to 
abound with genteel people, both in the place 
and the neighbourhood ; but I would not live 
in it if they would give me the ranenues of 
the cathedtal, on àchοννẽỹ of the badneſe of 
the roads about it. Of all the bye - ads I 
went in Wales, one excepted, I never ſaw 
Wales, though many of them ar faf from 
being remarkably good, are abfolutely; terraces 
| bd gn 197 =p a 
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Lines | LIE Yo" t 
ts : be valoda Man Fiore rien 
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A; 8 wy PIER point pf not travelling un a 
Sunday, bur ſtay here 20 day will afforti ma 
the Pleaſure of giving ydu ſome account of the 
place. Our journey from Hereford to Brooms 
yard was rendered miſerably uncomfot table 
from: the badnefs of the road j Ind: thwugh 
from Brovthyadd hither it is not ſb bad upon 
the whole, yet about a mile out of Broamyard, 
where they wore ending, as they called it, 
chete Was ſuch a dreudfuuꝶ place ac I had never 
ſcen- before, : it was A ſtœap decent: iato a 
deep hole of ſtiff earth or clay; and I really 
thought the horſe could not have drawn us 
out of it. He was obliged to exert every 
nerve; and by firſt dragging one leg and then 
another out of the mixe, he did at laſt extri- 
cate us. The wheels ſtuck as faſt as if they 
had been rivetted to the ſpot, and the mud 
Was quite up to the | tha of the chaiſe, 
14417714. - ot WE '—Thus 
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Thus: much for; the Wee 
We entered eee aber 
the lamps were lighted, and it made» 3 moſt 
brilliant appearance. The bridge at the ap- 
proach to it is very magnificent, and it 1s 
lighted up ſo ſplendidly, that we could not 
help comparing it to ſome grand firework, 
with. a. thouſand bright ſtars iſſuing from it. 
The ftreets are regularly built, and the houſes 
are extremely good and uniform. It is. cer> 
tainly one of the handſomeſt towns in Eng- 
And. Its whole appearance does infinite cre» 
4it tits inhabitants, and . ang 2 
— now returned from heating; divine 
ain g cathedral. We had an excel- 
lent ſermon from the prebendary in reſidence, 
Dr. Lamb. His text was, « If the righteous 
« ſcarcely are ved, where thall the ungodly 
and finner appear? This he proved, In a 
very unaffected and plain, but able manherato- 
lated only to the temporal ſufferings whicli the 
Jewiſh nation was to undergo. from the Ro- 
mans. The cathedral has very little in eitlier 


its ſtructure or ornaments that. is ſtriking. vr 
xobbs2 | Cc 4 diſſimilar 
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times. The pulpit is of ſtone, / nd, ; I think, 
very curious, on account of its antiquity. \ But 
many people deſpiſe-it for that n call 
it a heavy awk ward old thing 
As ſoon as church was ended, L WAS anxious 
to viſit the monuments, and particularly: that 
of that excellent woman, the widow of Biſhiop 
Maddox, to whoſe : benevolent and truely 
Chriſtian character J have often been. a wit - 
neſs.” This. is a very large monument, and 
was erected by Mrs. Maddox to the memory 
of her huſband and ſon. Upon it is a figure f 
Conjugal Fidelity, as large as life. She is lean- 
ing in a melancholy poſture, with one hand 
reſting upon an hymeneal torch inverted; In 
a compartment under it is a piece of ſeulp- 
ture, repreſenting the parable of the Good Sa- 
maritan; and under that is a very long in- 
ſcription, which I cannot remember, and had 
not time to tranſcribe. But the part which 
came home to my feelings was that in which 
is lamented the death of their only ſon, a 
young gentleman of the age of ſeventeen, on 
the loſs af whom I have heard Mrs. Maddox 
pathetically dwell. Near the place Mrs. 
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Maddax was ' herſelf depoſited,” ja the year 
R 
I ů 
ther very large monument, by Roubiliac, to 
the memory of Biſhop Hough, whom the ſo- 
ciety of Magdalen College, Oxford, elected 
prefident in the year 1688, in oppoſition to 
the arbitrary interpoſition and violent efforts 
of James the Second, who endeavoured to im- 
poſe upon them a perſon of his on choice. 
The firſt things that preſent themſelves to your 
obſervation on this monument are, a fine fi- 
gure, as. large as life, of the dead Biſhop lying 
along; and another of Religion ſtanding by 
him, with one hand raiſing up an elegant piece 
of drapery, as if pleaſed: with beholding him 
herſelf, and deſirous that others ſhould have 
the ſame ſatisfaction. This is exquiſitely exo- 
cuted. In a compartment below, in baſs- re- 
lief, is a repreſentation of his appearing before 
the King's commiſſioners. The expreſſion of 
this is equal to that at Blenheim, of the ſur- 
render of Marſhal Tallard to the Duke of 
Marlborough. The figure of Hough is ſo 
extremely characteriſtic, and the countenance 
o ra ä the ſentiments with 
which 
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Which TY Oe) muſt have. * 
+ that, without knowing the particulars. of the 
event which the ſculpture records, eyery one 
may difcern he is a man arraigned, whoſe 
conſciouſneſs of right makes him bold, but 
not inſolent. Such a modeſt conſidenee as this 
aught to ſupport every one on ſuch occaſions. 
This behaviour very materially difters frum the 
rude and boiſterous manner of the man, who 
knows he has nothing to depend upon but his 
-pramptitude at * falſe arguments; prankt in 
reaſon's garb. In the back ground are many 
gentlemen in academic habits, well grouped, - 
Whoſe poſitions ſhew an anxiety to hear and 
obſerve accurately what is paſſing; / In front 
are three judges, fitting in their:robes, before 
whom Hough ſteps forward. with fach a mani 
ſteadineſs, that there is eloquence in his very 
foot: in ſhort, the artiſt has breathed exprei- 
fon into every vein of the whole figure. 
What a ſoul muſt that man have had, who 
could impreſs, upon ftone the thoughts of a 
:man's heart, and make the . block 
| _; *S& 
It is ſomewhat renvitftelife, that nia 
ment of one of the judges, who was diſplaced 


by 
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by James the Second for oppoſing his illegal 
attempts upon the laws, directly faces that of 
Biſhop Hough. Whether this was accidental 
or deſigned, I did not enquire. The moſt 
diſtinguiſhed of the other petſonages who are 
buried here are, King John, Prince Arthur, 
and the Counteſs of Saliſbury, who is ſaid to 
have given tiſe to the order of the Garter. ©. 
There is a good chapter - root, and the ca- 
thedral is kept very neat. We took a light 
view of the Biſhop's palace; but by its out- 
ſide appearance, if one may be allowed ſo to 
judge, it may be concluded there is nothing 
within: very much worth notice. I was ſorry 
its being Sunday prevented our viſiting the 
„ne 
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As we are drawing towards home, and the 
next letter I ſend you will be to inform you of 
our ſafe arrival there, I ſhall now only give 
you a curſoty view of a a ene 
way hitler. : he 
About two miles out of Worceſter we were 
ſtruck with a very ſplendid gate way. We 
ſtopped, and enquired to whom it belonged ; 
and were told it led to a grand hoſe, built 
by Mr. Wakeman. There isa very large 
pHlar on each fide the gates. At the top of 
one, in ſculpture, is Ceres, with a fickle in 
her right hand, and a ſheaf of corn under her 
left arm, and fields of rich grain in the back 
ground. Upon the oppoſite pillar is Naviga- 
tion, pointing to a map; and jn the back 
ground are ſhips at anchor. Theſe orna- 
ments are extremely elegant, and give a very 
_—_ "ow to the approach. But the houſe 
| was 
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was too far off the road ſor us to form any 
judgment whether it anſwered what the ene, 
trance promiſed. A De Mis I aa 
We paſſed Lord [/Plymauth's — ae 
Coton Court, Sir R. Throgmorton's, and many 
other very good houſes, for they are. thiekly 
planted in this diſtrict. The churches doo 
are extremely pretty, and moſt of them of the 
ſame kind of architecture. They have all 
light elegant ſpires, and are built on little 
eminences, which contribute much to the em- 
belliſhment of the country. As we have long. 
ago loſt ght of thoſe ſublime objects, ü- 
man ſe chains of mountains, high i 
St. Bride 's Bay, and Mund Haven,the Walks. 
worth hills attracted our attention. - The coun- 
try being rather flat, they tend to diverſiſy the 
views ʒ and the fine weather, the fine hedge - 
rows, and the fine aks and. elms in them, 
joined to very rich. and highly cultivated fields 
and good nan ey ape 
r 4 1 aL — nine : 
Thraugh our impatience to e War- 
wick, we paſſed Stratford upon Avon without 
paying a viſit to the mulberry- tree, chat bur 
many ears: ago been cut into ſnuff- boxes and 
d | tobacco- 
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tobacco 1 -Of the anticiitiesbf War 
wick, and its ſuperb caſtle, I have: beard ſo 
much, that I wiſh exceedingly to fee: them; 
but as we cannot go immediately! t it, / for 
want of better materials, I ſhall. pive you an 
one; was very intereſting to we... 
As I was driving ſlowly up à fmaib aſcent, 
Mr. M- -- having got out- of the chaiſe to 
examine ſome foſſils that were lying by the 
fide of the road, a- fine: hearty boy, about 
twelve or fourteen years old, ian by the fitte 
of the horſe, with his eyes fixt hpom him, 
ſometimes taking them off, and looking in my 
face, to ſee if I diſapproved of his accom 
panying me. I ſmiled upon him ſoveral 
times. Encouraged by that he broke: filencey/ 
and ſaid, ſhaking his head, That's a pretty 
* little horſe; I wiſh I had ſuch a one to look 
after. I: replied, © You: ſeem to under 
ſtand horſcs, my lad; this horſe has been 
e much admired. “ Yes, I know a god 
<-horſe ;/ I have led a great many to faire-for 
© 2 boy as J am, to have twenty horſes in 4 
2 en the night, when it is dark. But 
— 55 % 
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«you! are well paid fbr it. My innſter 
don't grudge me my victuals, but I have no 
wages! —“ How far is it to Warwick 7“ 
ſaid I, turning the converſution. Four or 
<< five-atiiles,” heoplied: F bave beet at 
< Warwick; it is a pretty I ſhould 
«+ like to live there; and if you want à boy, I' 
«would take ſpecid! care of the little horſe,” 
—« I d6 not live chere, my lad. I come many 
hundred miles off.. Well, I like travel 
ling with a good maſter I come out of 
« Wales; you would not like to go into Wales, 
« where the people walk barefoot, and talk a 
* language you don't underſtand,” This I 
ſaid, to prevent his forming a wiſh 19, ng 
us, which I knew could not be gratified. 
can underſtand you; you don't talk — 
Have you any parents?” —* I have a father 
« and mother. Would it not break their 
hearts to part with you to go ſo far?” — If 
„Leould get wages; I would ſend them foe 
* of it, and that would be better than ftaying- 
here to do them no good. Nou can do 
them good by being dutiful and kind to 
them if yon ſtuy; and how do you know, 
* that-we ſhould not uſe you ill if -we-were 
S2 2 RW 
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100 take oe from them? 1 Pra — 
get the innocent unſuſpecting countenance of 
the boy, when, looking earneſtly at me, , 
4 am ſure ſaid he, neither you nor that 
/< gentleman. there, that is behind. picking up 
* the ſtones, would not do me nor nobody elſe 
« no harm. —He had nom reached a lanc, 
that led to an,'ordinary;looking farm-houſe, 
Where, he told me, his maſter lived. He 
hade me good-bye with the tears ſtarting in 
his eyes; and I am not aſhamed, to confeſs 
mine were ſuffuſed with them to. 
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12712 Warwick, OR. 11 974 D 
= SHALL FEY ILY but begin my 
letter by giving you ſome account of War- 
wick caſtle,» which is one of the grandeſt | 
ſtructures I ever beheld, and ſtands within a 
very little way of ehe town, but on ſuch an- 
Cz * I eminence 
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nigbice” as to COürnanl ae proche te 
of the adjacetit « coùntry as Kah 84 un agine 
end by its being a chai ber hi ech 
part of R. fo gteat an advantage 9 derived 10 
iel country, tut it heels nb Gcher otiiameht; 
yet che ot fldwig Kön gives 1 thoulihd 
additional graces tb He ene. Thb z proach 
to it is through 4 ſpacious Stets, on | each 
Ade of which is a 'v finde bun 70000 
Pheſe unte the cid walls! WHItH are of 5 ah 
extent. Within the area cad the cal, 
which is 4 prodigibus, nay” I Hy lay, an a 
ful pile of building; the irregularity of which 
adds infinitely to the grindevr ahd Abit 5 
of the whole. 129121 10 nes 
It is impoſſible for amy one to behbld a ſtrub- 
ture of this kind, without lookin ng | back on the 
time when this calkle was th terror ef the 
country, as much 4b it is now. its orndtiient 
and delight. This Coch parilon truck me 
very fortibly, when, on entefilg the” hal, 
heard a cheerful party paſſing tb the dining. 
room, and faw the happy fates" of a number 
of cdeger not vallats; ferving up covers 


for a hie company. (292011 q 03 80 II 
he hall is dery wagnißcent- It 1d witty. 
N Fo 9 154 D d ſcoted 
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ſcoted with oak, and grnamented 3 in the old 
fiyle of heayy cawing. The ems are large 
and extremely lofty, the ceilings being richly 
carved and. painted. They are either Hung 
with fine tapeſtry, or mengen wih pic- 
tures, walt of which appear to be yery good 
but the time would not pdipit of gur examin- 
mg half of them, of of e PROP 
they were Painted. Every thing that bears 
the warks of antiquity i ingly pleaſing * 
me; and though probably they were not all 

by the firſt waſters, yet the drefſcy. of the 
times, the armour in which, many of thew 
were glad, their fierez countenances ſo cha- 
racteriſtic of their manners, and even the very 


eng, of, der mhiſhens. n p in, ny 


eyes. 

The firſt thing that attrated my j notice was 
a fine large buſt. of the Blagk ! Prince, which | 
ſtands i in a window in the hall, Inone of the 


other apartments is a picture, of Charles the 
Firſt, hep young :; 1 mention this, bern 


— 


it bas a more cheerful aſpe& than any fe- 


602 l 


preſentatian of that penbye * 97: 15 
ſaw. The two princes, Na and 


189 
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painted ; 
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painted ; and Tikewiſe- the great Silly, whoſe 
remarkably penetrating eye and ſenfible coun- 
tenance ate exceedingly ſtriking. There Is 
allo the firſt dul of Bedford, ane as hand- 

ſome us the preſent; and very much like him. 
Bur the woſt ſhowy ' pictureb in the whole 
houſe are the Princefs of Wales, a full length, 
with the King; when an infant, in Her lap, 
in one piece; and the Prince of Wales, his 
father, in anbther! theſe, with their iramenſe 
frames, fill uß two tides of a very large 
apartment. The ſtrong likeneſs; which runs 
through the whole Royal Family, is adinirably 
preſerved. They are in'a Ryle of grandeur, 
which well accords with the caſtle; bat not 


entirely ſo with ideas of modern elegance. On 
one ſide of the frame, that contains the Prin⸗ 
ceſs'of Wiles, is a very large figure bf Fame 
blowing her trumpet; and on the other, every 
emblem that is appropriated to royalty. That 
ee King's father his bn dns fide 
n of warlike inſtrumèts of muſic; 
d on the other all kinds of military weapons. 
They are ſuperbly gilt, and really make © moft 
fplendid:appearance;” = 
in ons of — dk d fich up vit 
2 Dd 2 tapeſtry, 
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tapeſtry, the chairs are alſo ebyered with it; 
they have ſtuffed backs, upon each. of which 
one of Eſop's fables is exceedingly well repre- 
ſented. The fables, are different on every 
chair, and there is a great number; ſo that it is 
wonderful to obſerve the variety of men trees, 
beaſts, birds, and animals of all kinds, that art 
in them. In ſhort, the whole creation ſeems 
to be there pourtrayed. The colours are as 
freſh, and in as perfect preſervation, as if they 
were the work of the preſent da. 
Amid the variety of ornamented ceihngs, 
there was one that pleaſed me more than the 
reſt, It was of very rich ſtucco, in.a Moſaic 
pattern, compoſed of roſes and ſquares. -' The 
ground was pale green, the edges or frames 
white, and each compartment highly gilt. 
This room is wainſcoted with cedar, whoſe 
delicious perfurns ſcented ma OY TTY 
ments. . 

There is 4105 4 nN curious el-faſtdonet 
apartment, that was fitted. up for queen Anne. 
The bed is very large and high: not high, 
according to the preſent idea bf a digh bed, 
for it riſes but little above the floor: nor is 


the feather · bed much elevated, but * bead 
of 
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of it 'reaches' he top of f very lofty oom. 
The hanging. ure of cut velvet, ſtiapell with 
crimfon and buff, and flowered with” green. 
It is lined throughout with green ſattin, and 
bas à moſt ſuperb counterpant, fichly em- 
broidered upon white ſattin in coloured flow- 
ers, mixed with a prodigious quantity of gold. | 
The flowers are all much larger than life, un- 
leſs the flowers of theſe days are as much de- 
generated in ſize, as ſome will have it the 
human race is. 

Wie wore told, that not bg M66" Lord 
Warwiek gave a great entertainment to the 
officers of the Warwickſhire militia, when the 
ſoldiets were drawn up and treated likewiſe in 
the arei before the caſtle, © This - "muſt have 
Had a very pleaſing and grand effect, before” | 
ſuch an auguſt and watlike building. ' 

- On entering the old part of the caſtl (er, 
the periods, in which the ſeparate parts were 
built, were very diſtant in pbint of time) in a 
arched niche, is an equeſtrian ſtatue of Charles 
the Firſt; as large as life. I know not Wie- 
ther thisis looked upon as a fine Hgure, or the 
deſign of placing it there a good one; but, 1 
aſſure you, it is a very ſtriking object. When” 
"Saw: ſeen 
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den at the length off a Jong, narrow, paſſages. 
the windows of, which, are, Gathic: and, give 
but little light, it ſœms abſolutely to be ruſn- 
ing through, the, arch, and coming. armed, 
. cap-a-pee full tilt towards you, for you do not 
ſee ihe wall behind its This mw e 
with, „ i 
Buck eee | 
e NJ cit. 
| x \ Maron. ann 


The colouring of them, is, v very fine, and the 
variety of figures very great. They are com- 
poſed, as you have often ſcen, of groupes of 
people in a®ts of the Romiſh worſhip... Their 
attitudes and countenances diſplay every emo- 
tion of the human mind, when worked up to 
the very higheſt pitch of religious enthuſiaſin. 
But I could not help obſerving. a .compart- 
ment in one of them, which appeared to ex- 
hibit ſentiments widely different from reli- 
gious ones, It repreſents a young female ſit- 
ting up in her bed, a little uncovered, as if 
ſtanding by the ſide of the bed: he is looking 
een eagerly at her, and his look ex- 
preſſes 
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preſſes much more than I chuſe to mention 
A great many of the paintings on the glaſs are 

coats of arms, finely emblazoned. 

| The grounds are clegantly laid out, and are 
very extenſive; and the Avon flows ſweetly 
through them. There is a beautiful temple, 
filled with the fineſt green-houſe plants Lever 
ſaw. In the temple is an immenſe vaſe, found 
in the villa of Adrian at Tivoli, of which a 
Latin inſcription upon it informs 68. It ſtands 
on a large marble lab, and ber aq dei 
form. The edge is richly ſurrounded by vine 
leives and cluſters' of grapes. On the body 
of if is one very large head with fine expreſ- 
five features in baſs-relief, aud an old man's 
heid with a very long curling beald on each 
ſide of it. The ſane three heads are on both 
fides of the vaſe. —T'niuſt now bid you good 
olga, being much fatigued with N o 
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5 + Warwick, oa. 160, 1791. 
Ti; * church, | the chapel, the Choir, : and the N 
mauſoleu eums where the carls of Warwick, and : 
all the branches ol that ancient family, are 
depoſited, are extremely ſplendid and curious; 
and, I believe, ſuch a number of fine monu- 
ments is no where elſe to be ſeen as in theſe 
places. You muſt therefore Prepare Jourſelf 
for a long account of them. The common 
things, with which moſt churches abound, 
I look upon to be memorials of the vanity 
and folly of the living; for where there can 
be nothing ſaid, but that a man lived and that 
he died, it is abſurd to put it on record. 
But of this noble family every tomb is a ſpur 
to future ages. To deſcribe them in ſcientific 
terms might become the pen'of an antiquary, 
and to arrange them with their dates and in- 
ſcriptions the ſkill of an hiſtorian ; but it 
would take up an infinite deal more time and 
ingenuity 
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ingenuity than I am. poſſeſſed of; and I dare, 
ſay you will gladly, excuſe me that trouble, 
when I have given you all I have in my mind. 
though it be ngt the balf of whatan antiquary 
or an hiſtorian would put upon Paper. 

Tbe church is a fine building. — 


count given of it is, that i it was repaiged by an 


earl of Warwick in king Stephen' s days, It 
was afterwards entirely rebuilt, in 1394, by, 
another carl of chat family; but it was burnt 
down, and was again rebuilt by queen Anne, 
The choir is exceedingly beautiful. The ceil- 
ing is tone, finely carved, and embelliſhed in 


the Gothic ſtyle. The caſt window is co>., 


vered with ſcripture hiſtory, admirably painted 
upon glaſs, There are four floors at different 
diſtances from each other, by. which you aſcend. 
to the altar, Theſe give, # great ne to 
its appearance. 7 * 
To the Lady's Chapel you Amn by hone, 
ſteps. It has ſtalls on each fide in the form 
of other chapels. In this, as in the choir of 


the church, there are three floors at equal diſ- 


tances, riſing towards the communion-table; . 
over which is a very fine baſ-relief, of the 


Salutation, under a, Gothic canopy. There 


are 
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are two other canopies, under which, they tell 
us, were formerly two itnages' of pure gold, 
of twenty pounds weight” each. Of tlie fine 
old paintings upon glaſs that are in the win- 
dow, many of them ate family portraits. But 
the moſt curious part of this plate is* the 
confeſſional arid a gallery; this is fo contrived, 
that thoſe who confeſſed; or were confeſſed to, 
could not ſee each other. The ſeut in which 
thoſe ſat that were to confeſs is very ſinall, 
aud in a very obſcure niche. There are five 
or fix ſteps up to itz tlieſe riſe" juſt” high 
enough, for the perſon in the chair to put his 
mouth to a hole in the partition wall, which 
divides the gallery from tlie confeſſional. The 
hole is in ſhape like the orifict of an ear; fo 
that the ſound was not only conveyed to the 
ptieſt in a ſtronger and mòre articulate man- 
ner, than it would probably have been by a 
round hole, but by its going ſlant- ways into 
the wall, it is ſcarcely obſervable, and cannot 
be peeped through. The. ſteps up to this 
ſeat are ſo worn down, by being frequently 
aſcended, that there is ſcatcely any footing 
left, by which you may get up to it. | 
I muſt not omit to tell you, that the place 
: which 
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which was once the friars kitchen is now n 
banquetting - room ſor the worms: it is con- 
verted into a burying- place. This is no un- 
natural tranſition, perhaps you may think. 
The entrance to the chapel is extremely 
handſome. The frontiſpiece is in the Gothic: 
taſte, made of the common ſtone of the 
country. I: apprehend this chapel eſcaped: 
the: tavages of the fire wich burnt down 
the church in Queen Mary's reign, and 
that it is very ancient. Some very curious 
old monuments were ſnatched from the 
flames; amongſt which is the Earl's, who/ 
rebuilt the church in 1394. This is 2 
marble tomb, with the efſigies in braſs of 
Beauchamp Earl of Warwick and his wife. 
They had been buried three hundred years 
at the time of the fire, which is ſignified by a 
memorial, that was put up when the church 
was rebuilt, It ſets forth all his marvellous 
virtues, his great deeds; his namerous titles, 
and his ſplendid offices ; and begins in this 
extraordinary manner: Sacred te the great 
God, and to eternal memory.” It pro- 
ceeds to tell you, that he did not expect to be 


awakened, but by the great conflagration; ' 


2 yet 
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vet. by ne . he how” 
* ariſeth and ſtandeth befote you.” It then 
fays, he was equally famous for piety | and 
valour, and almoſt the laſt; of a name ever 
tetrible to France of high eſteem with prince 
Edward the Third; governor to Richard the 
Second ; condemned for treaſon; and baniſhed; 
recalled by Henry the Fourth;-and when he 
had lived long enough for his country and his 
friends, he died beloved and lamented. 
Amongſt other old monuments there are 
ſome which, though they belong not to the 
m — I fhall 10 on lor their end 
rity. ls Scl 

> THOMAS . OKEN and JONE his. Wode | 

Of your charyte give thanks for the ſoules of \ 
Tromas OKEN and Joxs his Wyffe. 
On whoſe ſoules Jezvs hath han + dee hath key. 


II 


Id 80 


The following is a very doll inerition | 
upon Francis Holyoke. 1 
- Not far from hence lie, BY 2 ob 

Nov indeed ſteril and languid, 


| The root, ſhoot, and branches 
of the Hory OAK. 


FRANCIS HOLYOKE, or the root of the 2 
N Holy Oake. eight „dane 
- THOMAS, the only ſhoot of FRANCIS. 


- — , 
3 EO DOK 


This 
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. is alſo a _ 23 vl te 

| 9 82 * J 2 
eee les 75 e BD 99H: 


ltr 4 I NF) 10 DES 
mon K e 1 1 


"5 af FRANCIS'PARKER; Sch it Lans, 
Educated at Catibtidge, where I obiitied - | '* 7 
(I know not whether I deſerved it) | 
* "The Deuts of Mlerrt er | Jr's 
IE li 
3 Lords op, ae RonxRTy Fuls Bxpox, 


charatter of Tutor, Secret and Steward. 
oA 5 Ji: 


22 8 „% <= 0 << =  <- 9 > - © © - 
NET TEENY 
aft TL » I 


tr id Ain A) wed bas 
EE LY ar where I ge 


Fre er 

hk "lived, belonging ts the Bxvorcs. el oc. ch: 

i; £E): OTE BY ot L wit 3 22 2 37 
2228 . nee. 


5 © 22 

* the altaruin; 10 = 3 high 

monument to Sir TnoMASs PUCKERING, 

with a very long inſcription, He was ſon to 

the keeper of the great ſeal to king James. 

The begioning af this is vety Faule con- 
n iy 10 ri 41 . toſelbbine 


* 14 28 


v. ein expeAtion of hippy klage. an 
| e * Dit . 
Having been a Wein at court, Cha he 


was brought up, he travelled with prince 


— 


Henry; and after that prince's death, he grew 


„ 


13 where 


- 
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where he died in his forty-fifth year. He had 
three daughters, one of which as it is ex- 
preſſed on the tomb, was, © betrothed to 
« Chriſt,” at the age of thirtcen ; uke 
veries 08 VORmIIRAnblLeS Rv 


Ceaſe forowing ben fb ins and angel ſings 
To ſee her match'd to an Eternal King. 


In the middle of the choit is a very grand 
tomb of Tomas BRAUcHAM r, Earl of 
Warwick and Lady CATHARINE his wife. 
This perſon was father to the earl who rebuilt 
the church, and died in 1370. On each fide 
. and at the ends of this monument, is almoſt 
4 countleſs number of ſmall weeping güne 
ſtanding upon coats of arms, | 

In the chapel is the tomb of RichAxU 
Bx AuchAur, Earl of Warwick, founder of 
the chapel. This is immenſely large, and is 
in the middle of it. It is of white marble. 
He lies at full length upon the tomb, capari- 
ſoned in complete armour, made of fine latten 
braſs, as it is called, doubly gilt. It is hardly: 
poſiible to conceive a finer figure than this, or 
a more ſplendid monument. At his head i 
e eee bear muzzled, at the 
other 
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other a griffin. Over his head above. is a 
hearſe of braſs gilt. Round the; tomb. ſtand 
fourteen images of braſs, all richly gilt, which 
are ſuppoſed to reſemble the relations, who 
attended his funeral, and whoſe names are all 
on record. Theſe give it a very mouruful 


and affecting appearance. There are like wiſe 
a great many brazen angels ſurroundling the 


web: they reminded me of. the .< Bright 
Seraphim in burning row. Out of their 
mouths, on labels, | — * Glory and 
« praife to God.” The inſcription, though 
very uncouth in ſpelling and diction, is. ſo 
curious, I could not forbear pry #1 
the anly one I have done entirely... | 


Breieth devoutly for he lb wham Gd allele, of cap 
. of the mooſt worſhipful knightes, in his dayes of mon- 
hode and conning, Rich BZAUchAlar, late ot 
of Warwicke, Lord Deſpencer of Bergevenny, of 

mon other grets lordſhips : whaſe body reſteth here 

„ 

dare roch, the which, villtted with longe ficknels in 

' "the caſtle of Roan, thereinne dees full chriftenty,) 

. "the laſt day of April, the yer of; our Lord Gal 
MCCGCXXXIX. He being at that time lieutenant 
genal and goverin of the Roialmey of Fraunce and 
|; ths Dughie of ps, 978 


is To To 


* 
« 


of oute ſovaigne Lord the King Harry the ſixth.” hs 


ich body with grete deliberation and full worſhipful 


conduit, by. ite and by lond, was brought to Warrewik 
- the IIII day of October, the Jer. aboyeſeide, and was 
leide in full folemne exequies in a fejr cheſt made 
of ſtone in this church, afbre the welt dote of this 
' chapel, according to his laſt wille and teſtament, therein 
to reſte til this chapel; by bim deviſed in bis lief, 


were made. Ale the whuche chapel founded on the 


1 odd beginning: 


rooch, and alle the membres thereof, his executours 
dede fully make and apparaille, by the autorite of his 
beide laſt wille and teſtament, and therafter by the 
ame autorite then dide tranſlate ful worſhipfully the 
ee vout aboueſade; n r 
, therefore. C1 - f 


On a monument "RP a C child of tha OT is 
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-Dobeney'1 in his pie i up amongſt . er 
anceſtołs. Al C | | . Di 


bo varied Yo 1 8 Irm, 


There are 5 ianumerable branches of 
DupLEYs, BrAuchAurs, Nrvixs, and 
G all ſuperbly entombed. That 


which ſtrikes me moſt for the wonderful ele- 


gance, conciſeneſs, and ſimplicity of its in- 


ſcription, is a monument erected in the life- 


N of the perſon who is depoſited" within it 
| It 
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It is, 4; very large tomb, of black-and- white 


marble, and ſtands in the mitidle of an char 
gon room, Which it .pearly fils, The in- 
beten ſurrounds the, tomb, and i fol 
th I Amd Þ Oo mormmmanotihs to havnt 
adi do Oc port Ekfvit, on Hutu 
Servant to Queen' Eutt fait, Counſellbr to K ; 
Za — TSA» blu 


nc e bog gerbil icq L nf © Ha - pre it 


-Thoſs be wrow, the inſcriptions for .» 
great many of the old mopyinents were very 
fond. of aſcribing to God's anger againſt the 
ſurvivors his 2 theſe great people, 
eren though they liyed ta, a; good, old, ge: 


The idea is a ſingular one, but n iq an | 


verlifigd with ingenuity« r. 
Upon a, monument, belonging to.» July of 
the Dudley family is ſet forth, that, as theſs 
fine tombs were much injured; by time, and 
much more ſo by the rude. and ſacrilegious 
people, (he had left a large ſum of money to 
Tp mentor = ů — N 
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who #r6 employed to repair theth, for the' ol 
fpelling ſhinld dlways be/adhered toe 
1 have bleſſed this lady's memory a hün- 
dted times "to-day; for fldring me ſuch a 
fund of entertainment. I think 1 have us 
much enthuſiaſm in my examination of theſe 
things as any antiquary whatever; and I really 
could with pleaſure hate femained among 
them till I had particularized every minute 
beauty in each: yet, notwithſtanding this, my 
deliglit does not fo much ariſe from an ex- 
mination of the curious work po tlie fine 
ſtatues, the ſplendid gifdings,'or the variety of 
anelent inſcriptions, all of which are extremely 
well worthy of obſervationt, as from the pleaſing 
melancholy which they inſpiteè, and the train 
of teflections which theſe” places always pro- 
due in my mind. It is impoffible to avoid 
being filed witll awe and veneration, when 
we” bed the facred remains of thoſe who 
wete raifed” by their abilities and fidefity tb 
the higheſt honours that their king and codn- 
try could beſtow, and who have handed down, 
through a ſacceffion of ages, 'thoſe honours, 
— biſuſtied, to their poſterity: Let any one who 
"Pirie to welpus hike and dignity, and 
affects 
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affocta to call fats! a tibbong baubles, ſuy, 
whether it is not better to be a: ſtaſman, a 
general, a counſellor to princes, a patronizer 
of merit, and a friend {6 the learned and ele- 
gant, than ta groyel in qhſcurity, and have no 
way to raiſe themſelves; from their native 
meanneſs, but by"'pulling- dow others, and 
mung a. bed c, and en Pie 

which they. can never hope: to, emulate, r by 
any hong, means obtain It is likewiſe com- 
fort and enoouragement to a "Chriſtian to ſee, 
that, et theſe rent people he Wirtlors, Rukt⸗ 
men, or literary men, they all died in the hope 
and faith of Jeſus Chpiſt,, and chat they gave 
the honout of all their great actions: ta God. 
On the firſt glance we'teke of this diſplay of 
funeral pomp, we may be apt to think, it 
empty parade; but we. ſhould loſe many a 
bright example wete it not for theſe memo- 
rials of great men; and though hiſtory per- 
haps would bear teſtimony to their metit, yet 
it might by ſome. be doubted whether, ſuch 
people ever exiſted, if monuments did not 
confirm the truth of hiſtory beyond all diſ- 
pute. Theſe reflections gave riſe ta the fol- 
f Ee. lowing 
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lonlag Iba wit vbighs I-@oall Gonclude dle 
tecious: lettef : n 29112d 308,264 1711 57 
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ſt to all earthly thy hilt he " to 
0 d manſion 1 Beer 10 92 ay 


Al human pa gone, withs, hohes Emm 
Tue empty viſions of a told drm. 
Jeß ſus on n there igen nah aim ai 20d 
, By, yirquous deeds te gain a. deathleſs. name. 
is don nature's debt devoutly p 
© Why-all this pomp, this ſhew &f Valin bande! Noi 
Why theſe diſtinctions? Let one common g mow 


- > © % 1411 


'v 


. 1 2 
_, What! cen. the 
Nor deign t Log a EW ARENA Car. 1 


'Methiniks, from Wan. 4 M 
Which eries, Poor moralifly/ thy eeriſated pre- 
Dan heroes, ſtateſmen, hred in Atte ſchoosss, ö; 0c! 
e e in death, wjgh pazaſſees and foals 27 
| Would not their honourable duſt recoil, "ba 
Wich wretched vice to moulder in ont fe ag 
> Should chaſtity; and all we deem refin d. 
Wick brutal tuft be to one tomb con-??? 
Ne e eee lein 
Thie is not thy. Almighty Maker' . | « 
For worth and vice are ever dom'd to dwell ' $35 
As diftant far as the hight heat oft hell. 
Theſa worthies, ſtrerch'd — ney 
1a ſilence ſpeak; eee debgny nnνννð 
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Eualt dhe lofty foul, the fancy fire, _ tb 
| "Excite the Son to emulate ade Sue. 8 —_—_ . * 
a Ve C4 it OL | * 
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810 n 0 fardid and ſo lo. enioit; eld 


Without ambirion or deſire to 108 
"On Gyn 5 2 Ll re 195 1 — te? a 
And hot to favor, e M486 


190 0 a Be — 153 Voi De E 501 
LA e 422 20 


gethan eff girl „card uM. 22 
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LEN worn, I 16 iger N Ago ict 


1 b. 1 3171 2 En Loy. 92 109) 


7 it Wo Ns He ns b. ili. r 190 n WIH 
{1272 9961 T eee OB eee, 
43 de che Welt letter L fall have 


the gtatificatien of writing td yl befbre 1 
reach homie, nfo is Joints oc. 


hot altogether un worth e A; 
I have really l nothing N own that Can 
come under that deſtriptibm F IA Wkö The 
liberty of ſending eU f cdp of tWw6"Cufibils 
things I have jute met wit; Which I höpe 
you will think"as much worth redding, 2 L600 
tranſcribing/ $9191. 21011 at tina © q 
—— — 

| I have done, in u phee” thats' Fees ab 
les antiquities;”and* hash in Hihi "of 1 ona 


ene 4990 ths gab of Fulky Greul 
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ee upen them] it is ſeareeiy pofſible 
not to acquire 4 fordicht for en hep 


appear” remarkable, in, that. line. This. taſt 
the excellent hiſtory that we 2 2 of our 


church much improves and encourages: but 
as this branch of learning has not perhaps 


fallen in with the courſe of your literary pur- 
ſuits, though very extenſive, what I now pre- 


ſent to you may appear obſolete and trifling. 
I have never miſſed an opportunity of viſiting 
evetꝝ: oegiate church that I have ever been 
near nd We, cache fame Miles ag, of 12 
jo lee Warwick, af whaſe caſtſe, church, and 
mauGglenmy. and the ſplendid and antique mo» 
 pymnents they contain, I have. frequeny heard 
Vith wonder, and, cyriaity.., They baye. ent 
techn, anſwered my. expreations, and I am 
both charmed and Satisfied : I have. already 
Written accpunts of fhem to ſome of may 
fnepds. Iq yo I could not offer ſuch im- 
perfect remarks as thoſe were; hut 4 there 

is a great probability, that the following verſes | 
and anecdote may nevet have fallen in out 
a 


curious. 


, calkeit the Tady' Chapel, there 
| is 
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is a ſplendid tornb of - white mürble, upon 
which lic two dee ede "bf ht of of 
Leiceſter and hig we, a at Fall length. There 
is a very long inſcription, eoumerating the vaſt 
number of greatplabes he Held d. the * 
pointment of Fee Elizaber; Who, it 
adde. - diftingniied n i lr in: 
favour.” He died in the year 13883 and in 
1634 Lady Leiceſter neg romeo? 
day. On a gilt tablet, near of try 
ment, are theſe. verſes upon 
there may be ſomewhat of EE, 
of the thoughts, and an gukwardneſs in the 
dition, I cannot but think wiahy parts bf em 
very pathetic and 4 7 "The q een — 
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them: Wee 
” r + 9. ter H 


Much treaſure in. it lately fl. 1 955 * 
We al are cob d, d fl do rr 
Our wealth wavcatryed this away; | - : 4 aN 
1 — chaſe 'ight rfl foukdþ 147 1 
U mu 
Feet if you gently ſtirr the mould, |, TT: 
Tee Alt our laß you nay betipldy © 3 © Tt 
| There may you fee that face, that td 
* Which once was f : d 


lug! 71f | 5 FE e 4 f She, 
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to E r AN. it nad 


e are E e 
n Ste, ar in her yourk had hee 88 of N & 2 
Darling to the Maiden , \/.. 9 to' Ddmun 
2 „Ti he wagycomtent 9 quit... } Tomo 
, Her favour, for her fav * 
wo gold e b 20DS 
1 5 74 100, 
Thought it ſafeſt to tetife JT ybsl 28“ 
Tine Jim el can tal rela tefiew!'; 15 = ade + 
To z private country cell, | ; | | 
ee . 7 80 
„Ft es ber dhe herer fen M61: od xx 0 ing 
+/'7 Came; as to an holy court: 
Hint ' And the poor that lived near, 1 1183 | nl 


ig: 


RS "2 


Won the I d, the Tived thus, © an 
5 Tin that God, difpleas'd with ue, OS. JT 
Suffer'd her at laſt to fall, : 10190! 
Not from him, but from us all : n 
And, becauſe ſhe took deligh re 
Chriſt's poor members to invite 3 
He fully now requites her loye .. 
And ſent his Angels from above, 1 
That i to Heaves her foul corey, OI. 
To folemnize his oun birth-day./ * 
l auchn ee, 1129 1 
e te favoyrite of 
uu! rat 
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15% W 12118; cal nonu bation vb 3602 er 
We nes Detail of the grand. Sole mmi 
with which the, Each of ;LyzgeszzR 
celebrated the French Order of Ste Mi- 
+1: 1 Chael, at Vanden dme 
ik « Friday t the 28th. of Sept 0 ber ng 
chaclmas eve, it was fign fed: at the E ar F 
Leiceſter would go to 1 the pext. 
and there keep the order of FR 10 
Michael; of which order or com he was 


one. And for that cauſe the - bali 19 5 
geſſes were delired.t to accom pany N 


and from church, whither his lordſhip, ee | 


to. go, by nyne of the clock, or ſoon after. 
Whereupon the ſaid bailie and burgefſes, cams 

to the Priory, ' where "they were Bred hi 
manner: —Firſt, the 'commoaners in gowns 
were ordered to goo foremoſt, two and, two 
together : then next after the commoners four 
conſtables to goo on 2 rank, " with. little white 
ſticks in their Hands: _ after, them, the 


twelve principal burgeſſes, ' wo 2 * in 


Ader, Look ou zeſt go = 
| the prin pi Aar e foll fark. 7 


7 the l 
J's prateen, are es if the 
3 U As 


Node * 


| 
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as that day waited upon him: after theſe gen- 
Venen came the 'ſerjeant bearing "this ace 
next. er the ſerje ern, the” bailief 
aloke'in 's gowhe of ſearler: after him came 
Mr. wimiam George, that diy Reward to my 
lord, and, Mr. Thomas Dudley, comptrolſer to 
10 y Ege, 50 J r. Robett Chriſtmas, freaſurgr 
lor , all with white ſtaves as officers 
bay one rank” fert after followed Dragon, 
pron gr at. Ales and Clarenfieux, 1 King at 
n came mj y ſaid lord, the Earl of 
Liiediter, bY e app arell' d all in in white; 
15 ſhoes of "ve Ivet ; his ſtockings, or hoſe of 
55 jt lk; His u up per ſtockings o of white velvet, 
Tyned with wh Hoth 's ſilver ; his doublet of fil; 
102 15 Jerkin white velvet, drawn with filver, 
beautified with gold and precious 3 his 
girdle and ſcahard. hie velvet; ;. his "robe 
white atten, embrodered with 1a. a foqt 
broad, very curiouſſy; his cap b ck velvet, 
with a White feather; his callar of gold beſet 
with Precious ſtones ;. and his, 17175 about bis 
leg of St. George's order; a fight n the 
| beholding. And yett aach al this co coſtly and 
curious apparel was not more to be praiſed 
than the comely geſture of the fame earl, 


1 | whoſe _ 


which; peradyenture, mighe 
lwrely to all beholders it -was 4 fight moſt 
eoemmendauble .. 7 64 un 2120436 
No after the Earl of Leiceſter followed, 
Berkley, the Lord Dudley, the Lord Chandom 
Knights and gentlemen, al) on foot, from dhe 
Priry to che ehoreh of St. Mey, where were 
prepared by the heralds places zu the thow. / 
ea « Fit, a cloth of eſtate, of very rich hang 
ings, on the'right gde of the Aoi ar the ens 
tering,” where” the-vicar's/place 16% wang 
4 place for” the” earl hünſelf ue fu in. Over 


yas NAV TO URITD! ! 1 | 
knatts-ticihg ſhallops-ſhellss} 80 fur of th 
@hair' as hath feats war lhabged on both ſides 
with rich leather uf gold, very faire; all th 
reſt iof the chaneell was hanged - with array 
and tapiſtry, and round about were ſourmes 
ſet! fot ibe noble men: gentlemen, anf l othets, 
tw at upon to hear the ſerman . On the ſtall 
before my lord lay a rich cloth,/with-afaixe. 
and.coſtly: cuſhion· On the communion table 
was laid anotber faire elothe of arrays: 

the table was laid a Taxkey carpett, wherean 
my lord knegled when he: offered: whighican+ 
pet was ſpread by two. gentlemen, whereof 
ons wus his  gentleman-uſher, - The pulpit 
was ſett at the nether end of the Earl vf War- 
wick s tumbe in the ſaid cher. The tables 
were placed where; the altar had been. 2111 
2 At the coming into the choir,, my, lord 
made; a low courtiſie to the French king's 
armes, being under the clothe. of eſtate, and ſo 
was brought by the herraulds to hig on place, 
where he ſat and heard the, ſermon. After 
the ſetmon Was ended, a miniſter ont to. the 
cammunian- table, and ſtanding at the north 


ide thereof, he faid the ſervice, of the cmmu- 


nion, untill ber e: d Schortation of 
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minifter-went to the middle of tho table, and 
takidg in handl a baſon / of filver.'thers reudy} 
the chihiren and others og the church ſung 
———— 
to my lord, and making a cotrtefic to him, 
my lord aroſe, and followed the herrauld ul 
he came before the place hre the French 
king's /armes' food; and there" the fad Earl 
made © lowe courteſie: from thence, both 
hetrauſds going be fore, my lord eùme dg 10 
the eommunion· table, where the miniſter ſtood 


with his baſony and there the ſaid earl, kheel- 
then riſing. he went dowp again right a 

oourteſie before hid oWn arms; and then cy 
and there offered into the baſon1anotiier-pitce 


ing down upon a rich cuſhion of tiſſue, kiſſed 

the baſon, and offelec dne piece of gold; and 
the place bete be before bea and” 
both e and the herraulds d made another 

brought up again on the. aber Met Barber 

by the ſald herraulde to the compunion+table, | 
of gold; EY, done, the Aid heralds 
s own plice 3, Where, 
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tif nn the fame order us be came to 
to the en. 
himclf-fitting in the parlour by himſelf, with · 
out any company, kept the Rate, and was 
ſerved: with many diſſies, all covered, __ 
ende, with a page- Keri Ita 

After dinner the ſaid — ingds 
mynding to go again to even ſong 3 but the 
weather being foul, and à very gteate min, he 
IR goforth 1 
DNA on 8 29 hold orig ors 
Enn 7 q CO m9 fto wo! 6A c 


Mk 2 ay with . bi F 1 


ea for ſome memorial of il il, Ear lof 
Warw k, ſurnamed the Kin 1 85 1 
7410 354 i 


dee Heſter ts ute pelnedy Sa ß 's 
Under whoſe Made the rafnbant How ſlep t:; 
- > Widoſe bip-branch. oyer-peer'd Jave's reading trees 
Aud kept low ſhrubs fromm winter's pow'rivl winds ;. 
279 hat po an dd wb Gs Eno 


Hau been as piercing as the d- day fun, | 
Toe tareh the ſertet tredforts of the world? 1 
* wrinkles in whoſe K io 
Bak. ? | 


MILPORDUPNVEN. as 
Were xen d am toikingly{ſeptidbres 36 III! oN 
eee 
„Or pike a Gnjle, whey Warmeck heat big 


We were ſurptizad't find that there ure hot 
the hightet' trares of bim to be found ift 

caſtle, whoſe greateſt” glory ones was this it 
| belonged to Him 80 that w ohr Iortu 
dratnatic poet put into Bb dying enoath7 2. 
verified in the K me s dh han n 


Ls M £7907 plu rt ay 51117 Thus 9? Br © ale Md 


noy my, glory ſcear d en al anh, oivibeng 


* K ohne 2; an e Tr ajizs 122 DUH 


4 — a vat B6Gy's l „ dat 
0 3 Rea Act earth/and duff? , 
SHAKES, Hen. VI. Part 3. 


I Confeſt myiekh möch diſippointed at bot 
finding that fumous knight-errant, "Goy Fart 
of Warwick! enitotabed'artiongit a ul 
heroes in this place. For, though 1 att not 
fo romantic as to believe af that I Have rend 
Concerning kun, yet J conctive' that mot of 
| welk prepofterots tales Have fbme Fündation 
in trüch! pere molt” have" eilte f rear 
| hers, who Mondeo Exploits having been 
Bunded den by tradition, every one tided'i 
bell of dhe mürvellottt to the ſtory i ft de- 

| ſcended ; 
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ſcended; till at length he was: made a perſect 
_ ng more than mortal CD, 
and efcaping ſuch danfets, 44s,” Withbult che 
immediate imterpolition of the Deity, would be; 
impoſſible. As Homer's heroes were all ung; 
der the influence of ſome Heathen deity, who, 
directed. and protected them; ſol in. the, holy: 
wars the Divine Mind. was ſuppoſed to anig, 
mate and inſpire thoſe who went to them, and 
whoſe exploits againſt the infidels were moſt 
prodigiouſly magnified. *' From' theſe exig 
rated accounts aroſe. the idea of men Killing 
giants, of ladies being immured by dhem in 
caſtles, and of knights-crrangallying forth 10 
their teſcue. 2721 Ave 


bh Ve erbury, can for the future. doubt 
W e performed by any, knight-crant 
Whatever; or forbear to participate in their 
ſufferings, -or can withhold. their eſteem and, 
affection from them? Vet there are thoſe who, 
are ſo cruel. as not to feel fot the undeſerved 
misfortuoes of my admired knight of La Many 
cha. You, perhaps, with the reſh of the, world, - 
ſmile at his morality and his, afligtions: bun 


— 
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aud 1 tak you; will candidly acknowledge, 


the term 8. He, deſpiſing all other comfider- 
_ ations, went about doing good, as bb believed; 
was buffeted and ſcorned by the ignorant, and 
laughed at by the more enlightened. He was 
without guile and without folly, ſave that of ex- 
pecting to reform the world, and make people 
in love with honour and virtue. How mourn- 


ful and pathetic, and how faint-like was his 


death! When this book” was firſt put into 
my hands, I was a girl; and I was told it would 
make me laugh. I was amazed at myſelf 
when I found it did not produce” any fach 
ſenſations ; but, on the contiary; 1 was ala 
affected with: tenderneſs by thoſe" parts,” * 
which others proſeſſed to have laughed the 
moſt heartily, I mean bia diefes. Intel 
I never remember that time in my life, when 
J could laugh at che ſolferings vf x fellow- 
or imaginary. - However, 1 WE hah is hakd 
cral theſe ae e 


aioon "ri? 
'P © _ defect 


Fd 


that he-was the moſt diffntereſteti of all fm N 
kind, and & true Athight in Milton's Tenſe of © 
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F 
weep at what diverted every body elſe... Wil: 
lng ta correct this, when I was a few years 
older, I read it again; but to my ſtill higher 
ſurprize, I found that I not only wept at his 
hardſhips and the inſults, he received, but that 
I admixed his ſentiments, and diſcovered great 
charms in his heroic temper, the ſoftneſs of his 
manners, and his guileleſs heart. It has been 
objected to this book, that the ſtrong ridicule 
thrown on the ſpirit of knight-errantry check- 
ed the bravery, for which the 8 paniards were 
ſo famous, and that they have not been ſo 
martial a nation ſince. that time. It was not, 
1 am perſuaded, the intention of the author. to 
extinguiſh the ardour of, his countrymen in 
the purſuit of military honours, though he 
might have thought they carried their notions 
of it to an extravagant pitch. Some again ſay, 
that Ceryantes drew his own character in Don 
Quixote, Nobody can ſuppoſe, that a man 
of his diſtinguiſbed vnderſtanding and ex- 
quiſite ſenſibility could premeditately intend 
to hold himſelf out as an object of ridicule to 
the whole world. On that ſuppoſition his 
meaning muſt have been, to warn men from 


+ LILIES 6 . - expecting 


 MILFORDOHATEN. 135 
expecting abſolute perfection 1 in the conduct 
of human affairs, and from irregularly inter- 
poſing in their individual capacity to correct 
private wrongs, which ought in all civilized 
ſocieties to be redreſſed only by lawful autho- 
rity. This the author moſt effectually does, 
by ſhewing how itiadequate the efforts of an 
individual are for that purpoſe, and how in- 
evitably ſuch interpoſition brings many em- 
batraſſments upon himſelf, at the ſame time 
that it aggravates the evils which he intends 


to redreſs, as well as produces more and greater. 


In this point of view; the book ſeems to me to 
contain an excellent leſſon in ethics. 
I am half aſhamed. of having filled up fo 
much paper with theſe remarks;; it was far 
from my intention to do ſo when I ſat down 
to write. However, you may | congratulate 
yourſelf upon having made your cſcape from 
the gloomy manſions of the dead, where I 
ſhould certainly have detained you much' * 
Naefe e b 
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| | Thrapſion; o mY 1791, 
O« 1 leaving Warwick, and looking behind 
us to take a laſt view of the caſtie and 
its environs, the ſcene appeared beautifully 
pictureſque ; and a very grand bridge of one 
arch thrown over the Avon, gave a complete 
finifh to the whole. | There ate many ex- 
cellent houſes! on this road, whieh are built 
with ſtome of a French grey colour, that far 
exceeds * py rr be. ng and 
delicacy. 3 int 
2 —— of Nartaan6ls not] Bhi 
ſome . The: ſtreets: are of à fine width; and 
are: well paved, and ſplendidly lighted! > The 
anrkrt- place is 2 very ſpacious quert, fur- 
rounded with good ſhops of every kind! At 
a little diſtance from the town is an infirmary 
now building, of a prodigious ſize, and in a 
ſtyle equal to any thing of the wg in the 
* | 
„41144 TT +2 mn 
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But the church is, withourexcopticn, the- 
moſt beautiful modern place of Worſhip I 
ever ſaw . Nothing can etueed the fyrutnetry 
and contour of the whole The dome 18 
ſupported by four large pillars, and the ceil- 
ing is elegantly decorated with rich" ſtuoco. 
The pulpit is very commodiqus, and finely 
carved with wreaths of flowers” in "profiſe' 
cluſters; and other ornanierits;- Rout the 
top of it are eight large eagles, fiſtened by 
rings, which they are cagerly erty biking. This 
dd well imagined, and as well exctuted, ant 
has a very ſtriking effect? Over dhe ſeiten, 
that divides the chancel from the church, ale 
the King's irms, much better paintell "than 
che wee rs!" Ohh” uti "ir 
two very fine figures of Moſes" and ' Aaron. 
Auron is ſuperbly habited in the Urefs of the' 
High Prieſt, having a cetifer in His left hand, 
and with His right ſtretchetf öür to receive. 
che law from Moſcs. There is Abs wite wi . 
very fine largo or ig 20 eynaFe 150090 1541 
ae ap e n monuments, 
I did not make obſervations upon any of them, 
man, who, it i fard; lived to 126 years of 
5115 l age, 
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age, and retained all his ſenſes to the laſt 
hour of his life. If this is a faQ; it is a 
moſt weederſul inſtance of longevity, and of 
1 fully intended to have taken my leave of 
you with this account of Northampton ; ; but | 
upon enquiring whether there was any thing 
dT ſeeing in this place, the maſter of the 
nn, either ſeeing a paſſion for antiquities in 
Fi countenance, or diſcovering. it by the load 
of foſſils we had brought in our chaiſe from 
off the road near Warwick, told us, that he 
occupied a cloſe about half à mile from 
Thrapſton, of a ſandy ſoil, in various parts of 
which pits have been ſunk, twenty or more in 
number; in all of them have been found, at 
the depth of about twelve feet, urns filled with 
aſhes and bones, alſo ſkektons. and Roman 
coins. In one pit three ſkeletons were found, 
laid in different directions. Immediately upon 
the ſkeletons were laid flat ſtones, and upon 
them other ſtones of great ſize, even to the 
is uſually, perhaps always, an, urn. near each 
| ſkeleton. A perſon now in the houſe, who. 
ſeems to have à great taſte for diſcoveries of 
| this 


» 
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this nature; and a  cotifiderable degree of in- 
formation on the ſubjeQ,, confirms what tha 

maſter of the inn has aſſerted.— 

The weather. is unfortunately ſo extremely 
rainy, ! that, though we do not want for ar- 
dour in "Bis enquiry, we are obliged to lay 
aſide an examination of the premiſes, for fear 
of ei our health by getting cold. 
But 1 aſſure: you it is very reluctantly that we 
do it; and ſhould 1 ever travel this Way again, 
I will certainly rake an opportunity of viſiting 
theſe extraordinary relicks. T hope we ſhall 
not be many days hefore we reach homs; 
where by our fire-fide we may recapitulate all 
the amuſing circumſtances of our tour, and 
you 1 may interrogate me as much as you pleale, 
concerning any thing you wiſh. to de in- 
formed of. Till then Mee — 
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